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ENGLAND AND HER COLONIES, 

OB 

PROGRESS IN UNITY: 

A PLEA FOR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND IMPERIAL 
DUTIES. 



CHAPTER L 

The Basis and Superstructure. The First Colonisers. Remi- 
niscences and Hopes. Migration, a Law of Progress. Good 
and EviL Ways and Means. Theory of Proprietorship. 
The British Choice, a World. British Developments. 
Achievements by Combination. 

The progress of the nation is written in great books ; 
the progress of the individual remains to be written. 
We shall look at England and her colonies from the 
platform of our personal responsibilities. A few 
words will suffice to bring our topics before us : the 
basis is morals, the superstructure, government. 

Colonies are expansions for the home-world. This 
home-world is composed of as many worlds as man 
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himself comprises ; and, therefore, colonial expansion 
is the expansion of each of them : the economy of the 
father-land is enlarged. The life and the being, in 
weal or woe, good or evil, are essentially the same 5 
the ruling race is one — ^the rule is one — the state is 
one. The colonies are parts of one whole. When we 
speak of "The United Engdom," we realize their 
inclusion in the patriotic generalization. 

Where the success of the early colony has been con- 
siderable the first dream of its founders is independence, 
and this is natural ; but the true and mature vision is 
union. There must be a large measure of practical 
independence to constitute lasting union. Equality in 
right, if not in power, insuring local independence with 
imperial union, is the comer stone of policy. What 
are we prepared to build upon it ? The reply to the 
question comprises the rights and duties now to be 
discussed. 

Politics may be compendiously described as morals 
actualized in and for government: the morals of govern- 
mental aolion, in relation to England and her settlements, 
are the politics of home-progress and colonial expan- 
sion. Hence the supreme importance of our first prin- 
ciples. The stream cannot rise higher than its source : 
as is the cause, so will be the effect. If our system of 
morals be low and sensuous, so will be our system of 
politics ; if pure and high, so will be our politics. 
With a philosophy derived exclusively from our animal 
endowments, we shall have a materialized government, 
with expediency for its theory and selfishness for its 
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practice. Were we ruled in our highest speculations 
bj the canons of mere intelligence, without conscience 
and reverence, we should be governed by mind-power, 
as distinct from, and irrespective of, soul-power — a 
tyranny which, once submitted to, leaves us no other 
alternative than that of becoming the puppets of the 
organized many, or the automata of the dynastic few. 
When the sublime intuitions or traditions of GU)d'slaw, 
whether revealed to the " living soul" or discovered by 
it, combine our philosophy with our belief, in reve- 
rence and Love, we shall be the lieges of a divine 
government ; in other words, with divine morals we 
shall have divine politics. 

There is no government at present on the face of 
the earth which does not illustrate or prove these 
positions. The notorious corruption of truth, brought 
about or nourished by degraded and debased peoples 
and rulers, only confirms the general principle. No 
one will deny that opinion is the acknowledged 
source of lasting government. Custom or usage 
seems to be the mother-doctrine of all existing^overn- 
ments. In the face of it we repeat our assertion, that 
with sensualistic morals there must be sensualistic 
politics, and that with divine morals we must have 
divine politics. 

Earnest men of yore were wont to plead for the 
political government of man upon a divine basis. 
There is a concurrence of inviting signs for the re- 
newal of the plea now. The instincts of good men in 
aU countries keep even pace with each other. The 
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triumphant progress of art and science throughout 
the civilized world shows what the race is capable of. 
These common instincts and this conmion progress, the 
one equally with the other, seem to point out a common 
necessity for this re-union of the human family. 
Mere material or mere intellectual adyance will be of 
little value or permanence without a commensurate ad- 
vancement in morals and politics. For this ultimate 
object to be secured it has only to be earnestly sought 
or universally willed. In some aspects our world was 
never worse off, in others it was never better off. Our 
means of intercommunication are the providential har- 
bingers of the regenerating crisis. But how can we, 
how can each one of us, assist in speeding the work of 
renewal for which all lands and peoples sigh ? Simply, 
by each doing his duty. Our only hope is in the in- 
dividual citizen; our reliance is in the individual 
man; not in legitimate or usurping potentates — ^not in 
organized or bewildered multitudes. 

The sole master of the general is the individual, be- 
cause the general is composed of the individual. The 
universal man is the individual man — each man is the 
"representative" man — each man is the "coming" 
man. Convince one genuine man, and you can con- 
vince all men. That which is divine can alone possess 
this supremacy of conviction. We are dealing with 
the divine, and as 

One touch of nature, makes the whole world kin, 
so must it be with all operations originating from the 
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same august source. The heart of one embraces the 
heart of alL We have only to realize the amazing com- 
prehensiveness of this law of the individuality, with 
its enfolded universality, and we shall not abandon our 
duty, or despair of fulfilling it. Each is destined to in- 
clude all. This will be numerically true some glorious 
day. These are the " fine issues" which will dawn on 
the world, when the human and the divine are at one. 

The ultimate idea of God, the revealed and scientific 
idea of Him, embraces a triplex unity of power, in- 
telligence, and love. For man the highest idea is 
conformity thereunto, according to his capacity. To 
represent these divine attributions is man's loftiest 
ideal. This threefold unity sums up the godlike in 
man. Power, intelligence, and love constitute the 
categories for our own individuality. We can neither 
add to, transcend, nor exhaust them. 

The recognition of this divinely constructed indi- 
viduality is the recognition of our true humanity. See 
how it bears upon our political speculations. Let us 
measure all governments in the light of it; let us 
bring it to bear upon our own. Our main concern is 
to ask, what is the amount and character of our power, 
what of our intelligence, and what of our love ? A 
full answer to each question would be a full history of 
our past and of our present ; and it would, therefore, 
furnish criteria for reading the signs of the times, and 
forming an estimate of our future. A perfect state- 
government would be neither more nor less than a 
national impersonation of this doctrine— a doctrine 
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founded, as are all true doctrines, upon a stupendous 
fact. This perfect government would be neither more 
nor less than an aggregation of those individualities ; 
this aggregation would be its concrete exposition, im- 
perialized for co-existence, in unity of action, for 
common ends; in very deed, for the more complete 
evolution of these characteristic attributes of humanity, 
by each member of this aggregate, which we now call 
the state. The divine image would be reflected by the 
state, because it would be reflected by the individual, 
iu 1 lower, intelligence, and love. 

These are topics which open up a fleld of inquiry as 
wide as our wants and our endowments. It embraces 
the beginning, middle, and end in human aflairs. The 
conscientious theorist finds himself confronted with 
final causes: with the relations of individuals and com- 
munities : with the future as well as the present. To 
each appreciating spirit this comprehensiveness car- 
ries the sense of grandeur. The inquirer is the most 
deeply concerned in the investigation. Who, if not 
ourselves, are interested in the wonderful story of 
commenc^nents ? Who, but we, in the actual phases 
of the present, or in the still more surprising prophecy 
of conclusions ? 

The doctrine and the fact of this individuality are 
as clear and luminous as they are grand and large. 
The power, intelligence and love which may be abso- 
lutely predicated of each individual are easily compre- 
hended. In dealing with this truth, the refined and 
the uncultivated meet on equal terms, and that which 
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is to be felt rather than understood is the greatest of 
the three. 

The patriot must manifest this power, this intelli- 
gence and this love in his own daily life. Let each 
cultiyate them, and the nation will be transfigured. 
This is the self-evident condition of the national exhi- 
bition, but the truism is of infinite import. 

Whatever affects our national or individual life 
runs into this theme of our common humanity, of our 
divinely constituted individuiditj, of our social organi- 
zation. Gk>vemment, being the aggregate g( indivi- 
dualities, the politics, both of home progress and colonial 
expansion, rest, ultimately, on the views of each intel- 
ligent constituent in relation to the well-being of all. 
The common weal is but an expanded private weal, in 
accordance with the divine law of social organization. 
Hence the duty rather than the right of each freeman 
to inform himself rather than to be informed, and to 
represent himself rath^ than to be represented* The 
private citizen is himself responsible for the conse- 
quences of his actions. Hence, the folly of asking for 
a government, which shall supersede individuality by 
communism; and the equal fatuity, under the parental 
despotism of a royal centralization or of a democratic 
socialism, of annihilating that personality of responsi- 
bility, which is the elemental base of all true unity. 

The law of our individuality may be regarded as 
our common birthright ; but it is a birthright of duties 
as well as of privil^es. It is co-ordinate with our 
capacitiesy and these are a match for our relations. 
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Taken as a fact or a history, we shall have to construct 
our theories of government upon it, and seek to reduce 
them into action. It is traceable, with great clearness, 
from its origin to its present outcome. Here is a 
right to be exercised and a duty to be performed : 
the right and duty are paramount. When the flower, 
or leaf, or fruit of our existence have been followed 
from the root, through stem, and branch, and twig, 
the lustre and perfume are not likely to interest us the 
less for our examination. It behoves us to ascertain 
our duties, or establish our rights after this method, 
beginning at the beginning, and reading our title-deeds 
in the laws of our creation. There will then be little 
fear of our forgetting the one or forfeiting the other. 
The clamour of sects and the tumults of parties will 
be hushed into their proper insignificance, when the 
citizen betakes himself to this vantage ground for the 
survey of his relationships in the knowledge of him- 
self. He interprets the meanings, and mottos, and 
blazonries of the past, and flnds that he can unite his 
own ideal vdth the real in the divine goverment of 
man. This is the true heraldry of the true politics. 

If we se^k for satisfaction in these patrial or 
governmental morals, we shall find it in this method 
alone. The topics we shall glance at rise up natu- 
rally in our minds when we are meditating upon these 
themes. We shall succeed according to our interest 
or sympathy, whether we have to estimate a destiny 
or to create a career. As the text is the old one, that 
of government, whether our discussion relate to the 
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old or new homes, the citizen is the discourser ; he will 
take it for granted that what is good for him is good 
for the government, and do his best to reconcile, with 
a view to its elevation, our artificial sociality with the 
primordial individuality. 

For this achievement the government must do less, 
and the citizen will have to do more. The govern- 
ment will have to undo, or cease doing, much — ^the 
citizen will have to undertake more. 

There is a " call,** to use a strong phrase, upon the 
British citizen to be up and stirring — to give a more 
earnest heed to his rights and his obligations. J£ we 
were alive to them we should hear no more of the dul- 
ness and efieteness of our politics. Party politics are, 
as we all know, flat, stale, and unprofitable^ — they do 
not minister to our wants, nor are they in anywise 
coincident with our endowments. They are merely 
the sham arrays of folly marshalled by knavery, where 
the many consent to be the dupes of the few. We are 
advocating the politics which have their foundation in 
divine morals. There are national perils to confront. 
We shall soon want our old valour again ; let us be 
diligent in cultivating the old insight and the conquer- 
ing faith. Let us be a noble" as well as a puissant 
nation." 

Some of our national developments are rapid and 
important enough to arrest every one's attention. I 
propose to look at them with a view to the shape they 
will take under certain conditions, and those con- 
ditions depend on ourselves, as I have endeavoured to 
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^ow. How fast soever events maj roll thej will 
not be too large for our theories. We can fix the 
form or figure of the most magnificent, possible ex- 
pansions. Were we dealing with the mere material 
or intellectual capacities of the citizen, it might fall 
out that while we were busy with the prologue the 
epilogue might be pronounced. But it will not be so 
with the views and estimates now under consideration. 
The individual survives all forms. 

At any rate we can refresh our impressions of the 
first principles upon which all must turn. In these 
busy times it will not be useless to look a little a-head, 
and endeavour to elevate the citizen's views to the 
migesty of his mission. We believe in the homo- 
geneity of our colonial progress with our constitutional 
system. Vast as the former is we think that the latter 
is more than commensurate with it. We believe that 
it will come out of the trial triumphantly, if certain 
impending, truths be recognised by all of us in power, 
intelligence and love. Preparation for the full respon- 
sibilities and mutualities of dominion, by cultivating 
the elements of the individual character, can alone 
regenerate and enhance all providential favour. 

Let us view the actual and the practical through 
the cheering medium of an exhilarating theory. These 
excursions into wide regions are only apparent digres- 
sions ; for they cannot be avoided when we wish to 
compass a sufficient amount of thoroughness in these 
matters of social concern. We epitomise the history 
of a world to get at that of ourselves : we take cos- 
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mopolitan views of society to define more clearly our 
own precise whereabouts : we are fain to gather les- 
sons from the ages and truths from all time, to com- 
fort, guide, and brighten the few steps we have to take 
before the brief life-journey is over. What sublime 
means are placed at our disposal for (ordinary ends ! 
How heaven and earth beamie contributaries to our 
ephemeral occasions ! 

A genuine principle is as applicable and portable as 
it is universal. There are two in morals and in po- 
litic8,which the citizen can never fail of applying under 
any circumstances. They are essentially one — ^but in 
reference to our individuality, which includes our so- 
ciality, we will call them two— Piety and Charity. He 
may go about his ordinary or his extraordinary business, 
but with piety towards Gk>d and charity towards man, 
he can never go astray. These are the old truths — 
old, indeed, — so are the sun and stars, the earth with 
its shining mountain tops and rolling waves, very old. 
But old as these truths are they are not of human dis- 
covery ; — ^they date with the dateless — they regulate 
the intercommunications of the highest orders of intel- 
ligence—they were revealed by their Author, as assu- 
redly as the faculties which enable us to apprehend 
them were created by Him. There is an everlast- 
ingness about them. They will suffice for us in all 
our relations. They take us at our highest, the ruling 
point of our capacity for happiness, and they resolve 
all power and all intelligence into love. 

The terms piety and charity, comprehend all morals. 
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and, therefore^ ihej comprehend all politics. Benevo- 
lence ia a word which expresses them both, when 
largely and rightlj interpreted : as it indicates that 
purelj pftramonnt and regal power, the will, which 
has predominance oyer all the other powers and affec- 
tions of the human spirit. 

I would fain intent the individual citizen, here and 
in the colony, by a few hints and illustrations, sug- 
gestions and counsels, rather than any formal analysis 
of our British politics ; taking some of the practical 
aspects of the greater theme^ rather with a view to 
what may and should be, than to what is. In our 
world of sheer power and sheer intelligence, we have 
yet to understand and abide by this principle of bene- 
volence. What miracles of beneficence remain to be 
wrought by it ! Were the Englishman to adopt it in 
this island-home or in his many new homes, its fruit 
would be neither more nor less than moral and poli- 
tical salvation. The benefits would be incalculable to 
one and to alL Under its segis we should be invul- 
nerable from without and from within; our internal 
and external panoply would be complete. We see at 
a glance that the principle of benevolence would not 
only open but perpetuate new areas for national enter- 
prise ; and that fratricidal misunderstanding between 
the people at home and the people in the colony would 
be an impossibility. 

For the individual citizen at home and in the colony 
I have gathered, from a wide field, this sheaf of hints. 
When conviction is lodged in one true man's heart, 
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its triumph is sure. The quiet, the earnest, the indi- 
vidual man — ^whether the hardy or the chivalrous 
settler abroad or the noble toiler here — ^whether he 
be watching hj his sea-coal fire in the old, or listening 
to th? singing of his log in his new, country — the man 
in his home, breathing the air of his " fire-side clime" — 
is invested with great prerogatives : he can act upon 
his convictions as well as cherish them. 

We will consider some of the perennial in con- 
nexion with current topics, and look at them with a 
view to action. Our day's work will not be hindered, 
whether high or humble, by pondering over our com- 
mon origin and destiny, grounding ourselves in duty, 
surveying our rights, and heartening ourselves for 
tlie part we have to take in the world's drama, what- 
ever that may be, or wherever its scene. J£ I moot 
themes of moment, I shall moot them in no unworthy 
spirit. Reverence and sympathy will cover many grave 
imperfections. I think I may safely urge this plea. 
The fiiU benefit of a generous construction of this 
concession will be refused by those only who would 
either exact a strict logic and require elucidations 
which would not be compatible with the brevity of 
a few hints, or insist upon originality or novelty of 
treatment in themes which have already filled their 
world-wide books, and can never be exhausted by 
writers or readers, thinkers or actors. I am addressing 
the plain British citizen; and those who are not con- 
tent with that title, are either above or below any 
suggestions of mine. 
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Colonial work is as old as our race. With this 
enterprise the human family began ; it will be com- 
pleted only when thej have filled up the area of a 
world. The physical capacities of one plaaetarj habi* 
tation may then be exchanged for those of another: 8% 
that colonization, after a fashion, may go on for ever 
by becoming part of the eternal series. 

The first emigrants were the first pair ; they were 
the first colonisers, and the history of the world is 
only the history of the doing of this work. What a 
story for the past and for the future lies enfolded in 
the word which denotes the work ! 

The subjects, then, which interest us so deeply in 
their modem guise were the primitiye, and must con- 
tinue to be the final topics. 

Ij^ as we believe, all human governments are built 
on the ruins of Paradise, it will behove us to commence 
our inquiries with the epoch of that ruin. If, as we 
also believe, the descendants of its two favoured inha- 
bitants inherit all the rights, and share all the privi- 
leges conferred upon them, it will be most important 
for us to assert the one, and to exercise the other. If, 
as we believe, these rights depend on the performance 
of duties, we must satisfy the conditions, in order to 
secure them. 

By disclaiming our ancestry, and setting up for our- 
selves, we should not be able to turn our faculties or 
our sphere of existence to the best account We find 
ourselves in a world which we did not make, with 
an organization which we passively received. While 
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we cultivate onr intuitions we must relj on our tra- 
ditions. When we can plead precedents of such weight 
and splendour, whj should we ignore them? With these 
precedents we could confront the sun with them if he 
were judge, or the stars with them if they were jury- 
men. We can claim the verdict of a celestial sanction: 
and this verdict chimes in with the profoundest facts 
of our consciousness, at once interpreting the mystery 
of our being, the recognition of its greatness, the con- 
solation of its weakness, and the pledge of an immortal 
consummation. 

We proceed, then, on no other basis than that of 
divine right, and walk in no other light than that of 
divine grace. Titles <tf a delegated sovereignty are 
the coronation gems of our common humanity. High 
as they are they are the accurately descriptive titles 
of our individual life. The charter of our inheritance 
embraces a world. Let us cleave then to the doctrine 
of that great Parentage of which Adam and Eve were 
the first human offspring. Like theirs our first sen- 
timent, on taking possession of that wide inheritance 
which our life admits us to, will be that of worship— 
of gratitude to the Disposer of all events— our next 
will be like theirs also ; that of power, rule or domi- 
nion—of government in benevolence. 

Our questions, the colonial and patrial questions, 
from first to last, touch the elements of government — 
these run into the law, which we call that of nature 
and nations ; and here this law originates. We will 
judge of them by the principles of this traditional 
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theory. We will interpret the rights and duties of 
our citizenship by its guidance. 

Let us begin as near the beginning as we can. The 
three first words in the Bible are the most puzzling 
in the book. They were never intended to be under- 
stood or comprehended. We might as well ask, when 
the constellations were launched into space, as hope for 
a satisfactory response on this dateless date ; for we 
have as yet neither data nor faculties for the grasp of 
such an abstraction. In the beginning — but the 
human beginning — the commencement of our race — 
is intelligible. 

Take the Mosaic story of Adam and Eve. Let us 
glance at this primal tale of our world-existence. K 
it is a myth," as some assert, it is a myth laid very 
bare, without ingenious wrappages and explanations. 
So bare is it, that its simplicity is mystical. There is 
something terrible in its very intelligibility. If all the 
wonders that confront us could be explained, we should 
probably marvel more at the lucidity of the revela- 
tion than the matter revealed. The tale is told, not 
explained. 

Let us begin with these first colonisers — 

The world was all before them where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide. 

According to the narrative, they lost their Ed^ by 
yielding, one after the other, to the seducing spirit ; 
but they gained, such was the Godlike dealing with 
them, the fee of a world. This gift, conferred before. 
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and confirmed after, the gentle sentence pronounced, 
settled their relations with the external universe. With 
its necessary dangers, organized troubles, chequered 
felicities, they were converted into heroes. Their suc- 
cessful tempter became their perpetual foe, not because 
he hated us, but because he hated the Maker. Our 
destruction was to be as life to the arch-apostate, and 
our salvation as perdition; so that, as mortals, we 
have the honour of contending with an hereditary ad- 
versary, in whom destruction and perdition dwell 
immemorially. 

Paradise was but the brief prologue of the drama. 
How beautiful that garden must have been ! Olden 
sages say the angels helped to lay it out for them, 
patterning it as nearly as might be after the fashion of 
their own higher abode. 

Being disobedient Adam and Eve were overcome 
and dispossessed: then they were to regain their Eden, 
either with or without angelic help, as they best 
could. 

The first son and daughter of God became the father 
and mother of this world : simple man and woman, but 
heroes both, and that of the most genuine kind, not 
only from their parentage but from the labours they 
had to endure, and the trophies they had to win ; 
heroes both, the first step they took, when they left 
the bowers of all delight, to become workers. They 
enter at once into the struggle. All things were pre- 
pared ; they for the world, the world for them. With 
powers, and faculties, and promises equal, munificently, 

B 
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equal, to the occasion, they were to inaugurate huma- 
nity : it was their task, and they achieved it. 

They became more renowned for their fall thim their 
innocence — for their sorrow than their joy; and we 
have handed down to us the story of their con- 
solation in a divine engagement for their final re- 
demption, without which the struggle must have been 
hopeless. 

So far as their special humanity is concerned, the 
physical and moral relations of paternity and mater- 
nity became the basis of all mundane government. 
The love of offspring followed the raising of o&pring. 
So far as our capacity for a judgment extends, both 
Adam and Eve were immeasurable gainers in spite of 
the tempter's success. The joy and delight of Eve 
when she gave birth to her first child were more 
natural and of more worth than all she had ever felt 
before : the flowers of the garden and the angels of 
heaven vanished before that mother's love. 

Thus early, in the very beginning, was the almighti- 
ness of goodness made manifest — supreme and para- 
mount evermore; environing, as the blue skies encircle 
the green earth, the machinations of eviL Fell and 
wide as is the range of hostile power, it is far from 
being illimitable. For our humanity, and for that of 
all worlds, the all-girdling Arm was all-sufficient. It 
could not, in the nature of things, be insufficient. 

The adversary's success did not change the absolute 
nature of man — ^he was not demonized; but ever since 
that success, from the moment of the paradisal expul- 
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sion, from " the first syllable of recorded time," till 
DOW, the race bears the evidences of a fall — of a fall 
from an innocence which, if perpetuated, might have 
expanded into happiness in ways to us inconceivable; 
but a fall which was as clearly foreseen and provided 
for from the first as any other consequential action in 
the universe. 

There is no evidence of this fell adversary feeling 
either remorse, fear, or terror for his foul deed, his 
** heinous act." The part he has to play in the divine 
drama is set, performed, and duly recognised. Awful 
as it is, there it is — as palpable as terrific. There is 
every evidence of a stem antagonism throughout the 
moral world ; and the physical universe would fail to 
justify any other inference. In the former the anta- 
gonism is that of sin; and in the latter that of sorrow, 
pain, suffering, and death throughout its departments. 
But if we believe in divine origin, who can doubt of 
divine issue ? Who can doubt of the eventual and the 
present triumph of good over evil ? No ! The power 
which made can uphold or remake ; while that which 
mars and unmakes is necessarily subordinate and infe- 
rior. The wisdom which devised the scheme of this 
world and of all worlds, wields the power for its com- 
plete evolution. The fiat of universal creation rests 
on the fiat of a co-extensive redemption : the author 
of the one is the finisher of the other. 

When the gates of Eden were to be closed upon them 
for ever, the greatest of the angels led them forth, 
and time and mortality may be said to have begun. 
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Thej were exiles, not outcasts: fallen^ but not for- 
saken — no, not for a moment. 

We have entered into the same field and the same 
work. We are of the same stock — aliens firom Eden 
as much and as thoroughly as if the expulsion had 
only taken place yesterday; with the same world to 
conquer, the same time to wrestle with, and death to 
encounter as the only entrance to a better Hfe. 

Each has still a task set by the same Master, and 
we are furnished liberally with the means of accom- 
plishing it, by One who is as mindful of each of us, as 
He was of his first mortal offspring. 

It is always well to bring ourselves up to the highest 
point of view for knowing ourselves ; and here, his- 
torically, we find it in the starting or emigration point 
of the race. Dwell on it meditatively, and the muse of 
history as well as prophecy, of the past as well as the 
future, will not fail to visit us: for we shall know what 
we were as well as what we shall be. 

Here all are pilgrims and strangers ; but we have 
our glimpses into the past as well as our visions of the 
future. We pre-exist in the great primeval pair. Let 
us accept with all gratitude the conditions of our 
destiny! We look within — ^we consult that "star- 
travelled stranger," our conscience, and feel the Eden 
we have lost. The hope of what will be with the 
glory to be revealed seems to spring from what has 
been. Our most exuberant aspirations in the highest 
moods of the thoughtful spirit are but like instinctive 
recollections. Our fairest visions rest evermore, as it 
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were, on the experimental evidences of the long ago ! 
This has been the true confession of the truest of men 
in all ages. What a heritage for weal and for woe 
have we not come into ! Creatures of a transient hour, 
when looked at with reference to the enduring forms 
of nature around us, are yet permitted to chime in 
with a gorgeous cycle of reminiscences as well as hopes. 
Verily is the ground of this common earth holy, for 
its soil is consecrated by the conlSuence of the past 
and future eternities. Having these fadeless memories 
as well as deathless hopes, let us cast off the sandals 
of our petty actualities, and listen to the voice coming 
from our own hearts, which "like the burning bush, 
do guest a God," and see the unfolded traditions of our 
race rounding off into the mightier future. 

Eden was first lost within: its outward loss followed 
of necessity; and it is with us now, as it was with 
them then, to be regained ; but not here. This world 
can bear no longer so serene, pure, simple, dignified a 
dwelling-place : for the tenant is not fit for it : but he 
may prepare for one that shall far surpass even our 
primal home in the sweetness of its rest, the brightness 
of its skies, the loftiness of its fellowship, and the 
lastingness of its progressiveness. 

It would seem necessary for our ideal of heaven 
that there should be a world like unto our own, for 
contrast as well as introduction. Much of our happi- 
ness comes of our acquaintance with the opposites of 
all happiness. The range of moral and physical ex- 
periences seems to rest on strong contrasts. How the 
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case may be with other beings, or how it might have 
fared with the unfallen Adam and his descendants, are 
beyond the limits of rational conjecture. 

In the ordering of Providence thousands of years 
come and go, and the generations have had their 
dream ; but this work is still a-doing. Tribes, nations, 
empires have been bom, and have died: towers and 
pyramids. Babels and Ninevehs have crumbled and 
gone, or tarry only to blot with a fading mark the 
waste of time's dusty page: the sun rises upon our 
present as it did upon their past ; but it lights a new 
race of men, and gilds a new order of things; still 
this same work is a-doing. Migration would seem to 
be as much a law of existence as of progress and 
advancement. 

The gradual dispersion of man over the face of the 
earth, in obedience to the law, and the several streams 
or races with their permanent or salient positions on 
the various parts of the globe, involve ethnological 
inquiries in which we are all deeply interested. For 
the beautiful, nay, the only account of the heroic be- 
ginnings, we must have recourse to the Bible. 

To bring the business down to ourselves. We of this 
land, a peculiar people" (a phrase not inapplicable, 
and containing a store of meaning) of the most mixed 
origin, the most eventful history, are busy now, after 
our own fashion, to be in its turn replaced by another, 
in taking possession of the land." We are helping 
the accomplishment of a wbrld-old-plan by realizing 
the gift. 
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This possessory movement is evidently the indis- 
pensable preliminary. You, who are intending to go 
out, are not leaving the bowers of Eden under an 
escort of angels, certainly; but you are going forth 
under the same ausiMoes. Your father-land may not 
be paradise, nor are you setting out on quest to find 
it again. But you cmly differ in the conventional 
garb from the first pair of settlers : the pulse beats, 
the heart throbs just the same. The works of the 
same nature which they wondered at are surrounding 
you — sun, moon, stars witness no decay; our earth is 
still as luxuriant as theirs; trees wave, oceans roll, 
the birds sing, the flowers bloom, the bee hums to the 
same tune as greeted them when they wandered forth 
in their awe and joy, fear and hope. 

We cannot say the morning mm ftdfils 
Ingloriouslj iti course, nor that the clear. 
Strong stars without significance insphere 
Our habitation. 

Yes, the auspices are the same, and so you will 
find them, when you confront new exigencies, explore 
novel regions, and gaze on strange constellations. 

We will linger no longer in the dubious dawn of 
our mysterious story. It is sufficient that we can 
trace link by link the chain of our descent from the 
great progenitor. The fair commencement of our race 
should never be lost sight of. We can meditate on 
the power and purity of the ideal man and woman of 
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our kind ; and well is it to resort to such consider- 
ations when we are discoursing in our inmost spirits 
on origins, equalities, rights, wrongs, good, evil, and 
high matters of universal concern, involving questions 
of fact and law, make and mould, responsibility and 
destiny, throughout all intellectual and physical de- 
velopments, organizations, and capacities. The early 
evidences of degeneracy vibrate on the links of that 
chain of descents, with an identifying realization for 
ourselves. So far as man is concerned with man, and 
without reference to his first error of disobedience, the 
key-note of this world's story was struck in the tale of 
the first murder. The bright pastoral runs into dark 
tragedy suddenly and surprisingly, never to be re- 
gained. The deed of Cain takes us at once from off 
the flowery platform of paradise to the level of life— 
the daily and hourly life spread out before our race 
over the soil of this yet unsubdued earth and its yet 
unredeemed peoples. 

That the Deity should create the peccable, per- 
mit the sin and then punish it, is less a question for 
solution than a fact for recognition. The universe is 
not a riddle to be guessed at, but a home to live and 
work in. Whatever the test of obedience to a Divine 
command, the difficulty reappears. Instead of the 
" crude apple" which tempted Eve, let it be a cluster 
of stars, and give the creature hands strong enough or 
a heart capacious enough to grasp them, and forbid 
the seizure; or let it be some yet more magnificent 
prohibition, and let the order or the law be disobeyed ; 
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we shall still be met with the same insoluble difficulty 
of reconciling the freedom of man with the benevolence 
and foresight of the Deity, who must punish as he 
must equally foresee, the infraction of his ordinances. 
Were it not so, the universe would be without a God. 
The attributes of omniscience and omnipotence would 
be inoperative or useless, within the range of omni- 
presence. The cause of all would be lost in the results 
of his own operations. The Creator of all be impotent 
or indifferent amidst the vastness or beauty of his 
works. All mind would then repudiate a Ruler while 
it recognised an Author : — suppositions which would 
be ridiculous if they were not blasphemous. 

Leaving the insoluble part of the problem, it may 
answer all practical, if not theoretical purpose, to refer 
the origin of evil, whether physical or moral, to the 
abuse or voluntary perversion of powers and faculties 
with which we are endowed for good. As we sow we 
reap. Evil generates itself as good generates good, 
under a law of consequential action and reaction, which 
will prevail to the end, as it has prevailed from the 
beginning of responsible existence. The capacity for 
good involves the capacity for eviL Our freedom is 
not absolute. There neither is nor can be any abso- 
lutism, or liberty without responsibilities, in any theory 
of relations, except the fatalistic, materialistic, or athe- 
istic, upon which, however, an individual, or a com- 
munity, or a world, could not (even assuming their 
actual not potential existence for the accommodation 
of so stupendous an experiment) be governed for a 
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day: &t least if such actual government rested with 
the theorists. 

When looking at the dark we must not foi^et 
the bright side of our history. It is dear that 
the world could not have got on at all without a 
large predominance of good in it. With h^ usual 
economy of means for ends, nature has provided for 
this predominance in the laws of our domestic and 
family relationships, and in that disparity of force of 
mind and will ^ which runs for ever through the lines 
of men;** and which furnishes the more highly en- 
dowed few with a greater aptitude for ap^Nreciadng the 
mightier traditions of our race, for transmitting them, 
and for enlarging the range of thought, action, and 
reverence. These great ones come out of the heart of 
the primitive, social organizaticms ; their kith and kin, 
who are destined to grow into tribes and nations, re- 
ceive from them the primary arts of life; and the usages 
they begin expand into settled laws. Their names for 
the most part are lost in their achievements ; and these^ 
specifically, are lost again in their diffusive splendour 
and permanent beneficence. Evil was thus counter- 
acted, and an overwhelming degeneracy prevented by 
a succession of witnesses, both for God and man, who 
would help to redeem our ruins, and assist in prepar- 
ing the human for more definite relations with the 
divine. The primary revelations for the entire race 
are evolved from these laws. That is a special and 
secondary revelation, though it may eventually become 
universal, which is evolved through a section of the race. 
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The needs now are, perhaps, as great as at any pre- 
vious period, but we measure necessities by the means 
of meeting them. Civilization may create peculiar 
wants, but it can create none which it cannot supply. 
In itself it is only the outcome of our social instincts 
and faculties, and therefore natural. Still the pres- 
sures are the same in kind in the latter as in the earlier 
stages of human progress, and so are the resources. It 
may be quite true that mere change of latitude and 
longitude will not remove them, without resorting to 
certain radical and constitutional remedies ; but so far 
as we are now considering, a change of area has been 
deemed by the intending colonists to be the imperative 
condition for a desirable change of state. 

System, the division of labour, the "innumerable 
" means and appliances" of modem life ; the greater 
value we set upon life itself, and upon the whole range 
of moral work, in education, self-relianca and self- 
control, are all in favour of our better prosecution 
of this special enterprise. We maximize the value of 
time by our inventions ; and without the longevity of 
the antediluvians, or their gigantic personal strength, 
we accomplish more in our short span, and with our 
degenerate vigour, than they could achieve while they 
were in full possession of their powers. Of course, we 
have still higher advantages over the earlier immi- 
grations. 

We probably differ less from the primal emigrants 
and their immediate successors in our physical and 
moral character, than in the freedom of choice as 
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to their possessory movements. " Where to choose," 
with them was an absolute option, limited only by 
their ignorance or weakness. "The world was all 
before them." They were certainly encumbered at 
first starting by no such notions of property as we 
have. They would as soon have thought of saying, 
" this field, or forest, or stream belongs to me," as of 
appropriating a portion of the sea or carving out a 
tract of the common air or sky. 

But we may rest assured that the instinct of self- 
preservation soon developed the notion and the prac- 
tice of appropriation. They soon found out how life 
was to be supported. They were to live by their 
labour, and off their labour, and not by the gratuitous 
bounty of nature or the alms of each other. The dis- 
covery must soon have been made, that without per- 
forming the first condition of social existence, as 
well as of enjoyment, which is work, their sons and 
daughters would not have been permitted to replenish 
the earth by the multiplication of numbers. (Co- 
existence rests on co-operation. The competition for 
existence or co-existence is as old as society itself; 
and this is as old as our wants. These wants are 
the wants of all, and can only be met by complying 
with the natural terms of a co-operative contribution 
by each. 

The requirements of labour or work run through 
all man's life. The terms indicate a law of well-being, 
arising out of the character of our organization, on 
literal obedience to which, by strenuous effort^ by 
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necessitated exercise and exertion, all personal and 
all social happiness is notoriously dependent. Labour 
with sorrow is the test of obedience now ; and labour 
without sorrow was, doubtless, the test in Paradise. 
Compliance is life; disobedience, death. Perhaps some 
of the sceptics of a pseudo-benevolence could have 
suggested a plan for avoiding the possibility of any 
evil result, by an organization altogether independent 
of these requirements : but we repeat, let us gratefully 
accept the conditions of our destiny. We will lift up 
no remonstrance against this work-day world : 

As if ourselyes were better certainly 
Than what we came to. 

It will not be out of place here to advert to the basis 
of this law of property. 

One man cannot supplant the individuality of another. 
If we forcibly take from another that which is his, 
which he has made his, and which he does not think 
proper to part with to us, we supplant or nullify this 
individuality as far as we can. 

This world is man's by God's gift ; but the laws 
which govern the matter of which it consists are not 
more certain than those which govern the nature of 
man upon it. 

Each is complete in himself ; his powers and facul- 
ties are innate ; his self, his personal identity, none 
else can supersede or supplant. His physical, moral, 
mental, and social functions require a complete world- 
embracing unit for their possible existence, manifes- 
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tation, and enjoTment. He thus says / — and that is 
his ultimate title to say mine. 

The idea of appropriation, of property i& thus gene- 
rated: the principle of it is instinctive — ^it must be 
regulated, but it caimot be eradicated. 

What is another's, is not yours. 

What is yours is not another's. 

Mine thus comes of /, as an effluence of myself, of 
my conscious and intelligent individuality, of my essen- 
tially independent existence. Mutualities, or relations 
with other individualities, are to be referred to different 
but cognate principles, equally clear and fundamental. 

The individual rights must not be confounded in 
the rights of any totality of individuals — those of the 
one in those of the many ; for those of the many will 
be found in the long run to be made up of those of 
the individual, as the rights of each constitute those 
of aU. 

The large family of the " Haves," and the still more 
numerous progeny of the " Haves not," can never for- 
get this doctrine with impunity. We forfeit our man- 
hood when we wittingly and willingly, by force or 
fraud, appropriate what does not belong to us, but does 
belong to another; and this manhood is equally for- 
feited when we allow another to deprive us of what is 
our own : unless we are acting on a principle more 
exalted than that which the term embraces, and which 
links us with the Godhood. 

I would close this digression with just one word to 
the men of toiL My remarks apply only to freemen 
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in the social and political sense. The forced engage- 
ments for labour which prevail in one-half of Europe, 
in Bussia, parts of Turkey, and in central Europe, 
and those which M. Le Play calls the voluntary but 
permanent engagements, prevailing throughout many 
countries in the north, the west, and the south of 
Europe, would make these references inadmissible. We 
are not addressing serfs, but the industrial freemen of 
the old or the social founders of the new Englands. 

J£ we cannot say " the world is all before us," we 
know that there is plenty of it left. The " where to 
choose" has been determined, and that right liberally 
for us English. In a larger sense than is applicable 
to any other people, so far as the right of occupancy 
goes — ^mere conventional right (which, within reason- 
able limits, is enough for our purpose if we would not 
call in question the world's title-deeds) we have a 
greater breadth of choice than any other people, and, 
perhaps, a greater variety. Large portions, and fair, 
of this world in its four comers, except in this insular 
slip, are thrown open to us. We might here enume- 
rate our plantations and dependencies, specifying their 
areas, populations, and forms of governmental manage- 
ment; but it is not within the scope of our hints. 

This island has not been set in these seas, and 
peopled with its energetic races, for any ordinary mis- 
sion. With what has been done in America, and with 
what is doing in the east and south, it would appear 
to be the selected spot for the moral leverage of a 
general re-organization. 
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Each race has its mission — Jewish, Greek, Roman, 
French, Grerman, Russian, British, all have their spe- 
cific mission in the world. Whatever people is found 
to combine the greatest number of the characteristic 
peculiarities of the other leading races, becomes the 
nation on which the greatest amount of responsibility 
or delegation rests. Great Britain is clearly the home- 
<tead of that people now; and their mission will be 
great in the proportion in which it is representative 
and cosmopolitan. The national workers out of this 
plan may be as unconscious, as they are unworthy, of 
the part they have to play; but the British business 
lies pre-eminently in the harmonious re-adjustment of 
the highest general human interests. These are the 
ultimate issues; the intermediate are our immediate 
concern : but this is the mission. 

The settling and peopling of North America by the 
English is the greatest work for lasting results of 
modem times. They who went forth from us long 
ago, and they who are still going, will accomplish this 
business there completely ; and that comprises an 
immense task, mission, or destiny ; possession, occu- 
pation, cultivation, government, and the happiness of 
innumerable millions for ages. The reflex North 
American influence on European civilization has yet 
to be felt; but the time is at hand when it will be felt 
intensely and imiversally, unless, indeed, there be a 
disruption of tiie republic in some social or political 
convulsion. The most serious calamities environ the 
most exalted felicities; and prudence, moderation, vigi- 
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lance, and hmnilily, are the only preservatiyes of stateiS 
as well as of indiTiduals. The ruin of transatlantic 
freedom must be suicidaL But shall a people speaking 
our language fall into anarchy ? and, rejoicing in the 
same faith, be confounded? God forbid! We can 
realize no such catastrophe: to anticipate it is to put 
the world out of its reckoning for ages. 

This work originated with Englishmen ; it remains 
English still; our descendants will carry it forth nobly, 
from era to era, till it matches the counter-work in 
the south, which is especially the modem work of the 
mother country; and then the august fabric of Anglo* 
Saxon civilization, north, south, east, and west, will 
be completed. 

And yet all is managed in the usual course of Pro- 
vidence by natural and almost noiseless methods. 

This spirit in a people is of no accidental growth, 
but created and determined by assured laws. There 
must be the co-operation of two sets of causes — the 
occasion which elicits, and the power which can turn 
the occasion to account. We talk glibly about national 
movements; but some little reflection will soon convince 
us of the complexity of these operations. Given the 
national enterprise, we can account for the national 
expansion. Our insular position, maritime discoveries, 
the progress of mechanical industry, the errors of legis- 
lation, the remedies for them, commerce, peace, and 
war, the multiplication of people, have all contributed 
to stimulate the spirit of migratory adventure, and 
lead to national expansions. We are thus brought 
c 
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into a sort of acquaintance, which amounts ahnost to a 
daily contact with the ends of the earth. The people, 
as well as the owners of capital, find they are massed 
together competitively; both pressures are felt; and 
then ordinary exigencies become beneficent agencies, 
in the lives of nations as well as of individuals. A 
difficulty in dealing with some hardei^ criminals 
leads to the foundation of new empires: a potato 
blight shifts the homestead of myriads. A sprinkling 
of gold-dust is found to be irresistible; the stream 
swells into a tide; the movements o£ an ordinary cen* 
tury are precipitated into a year. These attractions 
subside into a more equable series of enterprises as 
the value of solid industry becomes paramount, or as 
chemical and mechanical skill is applied to nearer 
auriferous deposits, or as the old " knife-and-fork and 
elbow-room" questions prevail. The pdicy of a juster 
distribution of waste lands" within our more imme- 
diate territories may be recognised ; or the tidal swell 
of migration may be more than we can maintain ; bat 
the regions of Ophir and oi Goshen are opened, and, 
vast as they are, they are not more vast than fair. 

We must admit that our civilization does not openly 
yearn for GU)d-like work: it does not "agonize," as 
the Greeks would have said, for it ; but it is found for 
it, and it does it. We have all the faculty of opening 
our eyes knowingly, when grand results stare us in the 
face. It is no long vMle ago, we are told, when the 
first South Australian Bill was b^oro the House of 
Lords, that a prince of the blood a^ed the stgaificaiit 
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question — " And pray where is this South Australia?" 
and the than Lord Chancellor answered pertinently, 
Somewhere near Botany Bay." Now the demon- 
stration is written as with a son-beam. Heroic work 
is done now-a-days, without heroes. The great things 
are done by the little ones. They are brought about 
not by gigantic, single-handed wonder-workm> but 
by myriad-handed and myriad-minded co-operatiyes. 
The old-fashioned hero could never do this work; 
and it is right well for the world that we have 
probably seen the last of these stupenduous indivi- 
dualities. If there should be one or two of the ''great 
men" left, they will be dealt with according to their 
deserts. The world has nearly done, let us hqpe, with 
the monstrosities of our race. Not one of those which 
remain feels himself a match for a common newspaper. 
BriarsBUS, with his hundred hands, or Argus, with as 
many eyes, would be superseded, and their services 
refused if tendered. We will give to the olden Her- 
cules aU credit for dealing effectually with his hydras 
and lions. Apollo, graced with his sun-bright arrows, 
demolished his Python. The dub of the one, or the 
quiver of the other might have been fittingly sus- 
pended in some temple which a Phidias or an ApeUes 
might have built or adorned. But we are no believers 
in any modem personifications of sheer strength, or 
sheer beauty ; we have no Pimtheon for such recep- 
tions — ^no worship to bestow on them. We can neither 
assuage our ills, or subdue the chimeras which afflict 
or haunt us hf means such as theirs. We, in these 



Digitized by Google 



36 



times, are coining to know that, in order to be of 
any service, we must each be as single-handed and 
self-relying as the feigned demigods, and yet mutually 
respective and profoundedly dependent ; for this is the 
social law of modem civilization, that as each person is 
to deal with his own specific lot, so the whole force and 
power and genius of society can be brought to bear on 
any evil, however gigantic, which touches the freedom 
of it. Any evil which may be considered as imped- 
ing the free action of this apparently insignificant, but 
sacred and constituent unit, will be annihilated by the 
force of all. The rights of the atoms make the laws 
of their masses. 

We were saying, that the great work gets done — 
done by the many, not the few — and done uncon- 
sciously ; and then we moralize on the demonstrations. 
They would seem to be brought about through us, 
rather than by us. The final shaping" is not man's, 
and never was ; the "rough hewing" of our ends and 
the events, equally, leave but little for either individuid 
or national jactation. 

It would be but a "most lame and impotent conclu- 
sion" to assert, that, because we take a correct view of 
our own insignificance in the presence of these achieve- 
ments of modem life, we do not see the working of 
great principles, or are blind to the plain indications 
of their progress. There is no incompatibility between 
a modest estimate of ourselves and an abounding faith 
in the supreme dispositions ; for real insight is in pro- 
portion to reverence and gratitude. As is the depth 
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of our humilitj, so is the height of our recognition. 
We can thus convert a destinj into a bounty ; a de- 
cree becomes a grace; and all power and success are at 
once a laigess, honour, and trust. The Fortune of the 
victorious Roman is the Providence of the conquering 
Briton. 

We have embarked in the great work of our day 
without any reference to its greatness. We were led 
into this colonising undertaking by simpler motives. 
The realization of an amazing destiny for our country 
may not have entered, even as an elenient, into our 
calculations ; yet all must see that it will be brought 
about. England is not destined to become, as Byron 
finely and truly said of Rome, 

The lone mother of dead empires, 

surviving her mightiest offspring. By the course the 
colonists are taking, our country will be no 'Mone 
mother;" her island will be a teeming ^^officina gen- 
dum^* prolific in enduring empires. May she be worthy 
of them, and they of her ! These men and women 
have judged for themselves, and are entering upon 
the business in the spirit of immediate duty. Country 
and conscience ask no more of them, and will be 
content with nothing less. 

Who does his duty by the hour. 

Is conqueror for the day : 
Thus win all time within thy power, 

And make immortal way. 
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Thoughts on Leaving Home. Pro and Con Weighed. Aus- 
picious Circumstances. Public Farewells. Irish Exodus. 
Jerusalem and Tipperary. Protestant Chivalry — where? 
Quasi-Religious Colonies. Mormonism. 

" Shall we emigrate, shall we colonise ?^ are the deep 
questions which some of my readers hare asked and 
answered. We pronounce them "trippingly on the 
tongue;" but their conclusion cost them no small 
struggle. How the native land grows upon them as 
they are going away from it ! How its glories tower 
before them in majestic proportions I They will re- 
count its characteristics : one while, recur to its 
" strange, eventful history," and decypher the blazonry 
of its developments over the world ; at another, try 
and measure its strength, weigh its industry, or medi- 
tate the evidences of its unity, its progress in wisdom, 
or the permanence of its prosperity. They will note 
the grandeur of achievements balanced by the gentle- 
ness of aspirationa. They will see indomitable valour 
tempered by a deep sense of public justice and per- 
sonal freedom: an amazing commerce, the work of 
centuries of combination^ springing from large self- 
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reliance, large energies, and still larger resources, 
with all sacred liberties and equalities for safeguards, 
guarantees, and encouragements : and along with this 
physical, an equal amount of intellectual productiye- 
ness, accumulating in a living literature, in itself 
the most precious and costly result of the ages of 
high work; and tbej will not foi^t the range of a 
benevolence which can embrace a world. Take a 
glance at this " our day pass in review the ordinary 
divisions of national labour in professions or trades, 
pursuits or avocations. Consider the church work, 
law work, medical work, military work, adminis- 
trative, legislative, political, literary, artistic, phi- 
losophical, manufacturing, engineering, agricultural 
work — ^and think of the workers. For a clear sectional 
view of British life, take a London directory, although 
it only embraces the chiefs of the industral, official, or 
polite world, without mentioning the skilled or un- 
skilled labour of the myriads set in motion-— each of 
whom, however, is freighted and weighted with a larger 
or smaller share of commonweal responsibilities through 
all the grades of occupation: and while pausing to 
wonder at and admire the varieties of gifts and the 
largeness of beneiits, the conclusion is clear that the 
amount of England's real Ufe, the total of individual 
power put forth in action, in endurance, in sorrow, and 
in joy, can be guaged by no calculation, or fathomed 
by no human scrutiny. The freedom of each is more 
remarkable than the power of the whole, and is the 
secret source of all that power. Nor wiU they forget 
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the names or deeds of our martyrs, confessors, and 
patriots, who have won back for as the rights of our 
divine humanity, and yet replaced the very Ark of it 
in our midst. They will read over the roll of its past 
renown to spell from its present a future of yet fairer 
auguries. They will become its perpetual beadsmen 
and as they are going out, its receding image swells 
their hearts with a portion of its own greatness. 

This is even as it should be with every true born 
son and daughter of this sacred soil ! But even this 
homage will be worthless if it be gregarious and 
unqualified. 

We will not sketch the counter picture ; the ig-^ 
norance and poverty, the crime, the depravity, the 
wretchedness, the woe of myriads ; the egotism of the 
rich, and the envy and hate of the poor ; mingling 
the saddest discord which ever entered the ear of 
heaven for redress, from the midst of so triumphal 
and imposing a civilization. 

With all our common sense we waste annually 
some £57,000,000 in fiery drink, and throw away 
£20,000,000 more, as our annuid cost of preventible 
disease, while the accumulations of thirty years in our 
Savings' Banks is considerably under £40,000,000. 
When we have to engage in a war which touches the 
safety of this very civilization, our plans were as 
poor as our carriage of them was impotent ; we step 
into the arena for actual contest with Bome terrible 
realities, and we break down in the mere business part 
of it. Europe looks on and laughs, but will treasure 
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up the failure for » tragedy some daj. Herein we 
trust to be mistaken as heretofore^ from not under* 
standing our character <Nr our institutions ; for we 
shall not be slow to read the lesson taught to us ; and 
bj a befcter ordering of administratiye responsibilitj, 
and a wiser appeal to international justice, show that 
we can still hold the trust reposed in us. The blun- 
ders of departments, and the incompetencj of mere 
men of casie^ will lead to firesh reconstructions, or the 
foundations of British power will be undermined, and 
this great commonwealth imperiled. Nations who 
cannot or will not learn their lesson, from age to age, 
must perish. For our country, at this and other 
junctures, its severity is a measure of their mercy. 
The men of business, the men of genius, and the 
men of benevolence, must each feel their individual 
responsibilities. The most advanced representatives 
of these three classes, wherever they are to be found, 
are the qualified saviours of our era ; they must enter 
the senate and find the way into our cabinets. By 
the favour of heaven the nation will then rest invio* 
lably happy within its own borders ; and stiU be the 
van of all greatness and goodness for the oppressed 
peoples of the earth. 

By the decisive measures of colonization we shall 
not only add to our countr/s honour and security^ 
but sensibly alleviate its misery. Were its existence 
at stake every Englishman would remain to defend it : 
but seeing how safely it abides within its ^ muniticm 
of rocks," they can add to its might and increase its 
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resouroes, by going forth from its midst ; and whilst 
only consulting their own comfort or conrenience, lay 
the fonndation of its indefinite expansion by simply 
becoming producers with the acquired power and 
option of becoming customers. It is this fact of their 
becoming customers, uid this fact dnly, which consti- 
tutes the value of the whole colonial economy to the 
parent country. Were it not so every man who goes 
away from us would be a deduction from our produc* 
tive or consumptive power — ^unless he returned to the 
country and spent his newly acquired fortune here. 

Let us sympathize with those who are going out to 
our colonies, and enter into the thoughts of each brave 
spirit when leave-taking. What names are the 
titles manifold of our island-homes to conjure with ! 
England, Scotland, Ireland ! The mountains or the 
valleys or the rivers, or the white cliffs, or the downs, 
or long-sanded beach, the shingles, the crags, the iron« 
bound coast, how they come teeming into the parting 
picture of the heart's diorama I The hills or dales, 
with their homes for the lofty and the low — ^mighty 
marts or quiet hamlets — old castles or park-seated 
palaces — soul-awing cathedrals or soul-cheering cha- 
pels — ^the ruins of Roman, Saxon, Dane, or Norman, 
or the modem mills and factories with their world- 
supplying workshops — ^the houses of imperial legisla- 
tion or the mechanics simple news-room — museum 
and theatre or travelling booth — babbling brook, 
weird oak, and sacred thorn — ^the rose, shamrock, 
thistle, or meek daisy — ^the green lanes or iron roads— « 
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no field without its story, uid no stone without its 
memorial — these and far more than these crowd into 
the farewell glance of the gashing eye, or hdp to make 
up the countless heart-throbs, on going awaj from them 
for ever ! Will they forget them ? God forbid ! It 
is as much their land as ever. They will feel any 
injury done, or any disaster befalling the common 
country, as done to themselves. 

Perhaps the village where they were bom — the 
haunts and scenes of childhood— or the city where 
they were introduced into active life, and where they 
have passed many a chequered day, would crowd on 
their view, and, presenting themselves in their best 
attractions, almost make them swerve from their de- 
termination. Home — ^yes home — ^with its thousand- 
and-one half-forgotten, but now vividly conjured-up 
fondnesses and endearments — with its narrow but well- 
defined circle of friends and neighbours, of the school 
and its playmates, or the church, with its services and 
ministers, and the quiet burial-ground, not probably 
without some dust sacred to their memory, cannot be 
easily parted from. The heart will heave, and the 
firmest faith waver, as the separation nears. The 
mother's voice and prayers and tears mingle with the 
father's blessing, to win them fairly back to them — ^to 
reconsider if not to change their purpose ; and more 
aged relatives cannot be satisfied till they have come 
on tottering steps once more to know and see and hear 
what all this is really about, and said their say, pro or 
con, in more querulous tones. But they are firm — 
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their conscience tells them they are right. The pastor 
comes into the scene as an assuager of sorrow, though 
with a full heart and brimming eye, and reconciles 
the call of duty with the claims of affection. 

The brightness of the enterprise recovers; the ardour 
for independence, security, and abundance is not to be 
quenched ; they have summed up and weighed well all 
these gentle and all these heroic considerations, both be* 
fore and since they came to their affirmative, Yes, I 
will go. I have measured my own character with the 
opportunities I am in search of: I have taken the map, I 
have read and inquired, and paused, and pondered, and 
prayed over this step, and I am not without my cor* 
respondence from my friends, who are already gone 
out, and now I have decided to emigrate. I see what 
is before me here, and what is before me there. 
I know whom I must leave behind me ; but I do not 
forsake those I love when I leave them ; God forbid 1 
I go to better their lot, by bettering my own ; espe- 
cially do I venture forth to better the hopes of those 
who may even now be looking at me with saddening 
faces, as the bread-winner for my little ones." 

A man's country is where his duty is," was a say- 
ing of John*Milton, and it is worthy of acceptation. 

The motives of transplantation are to be found 
under every form of civil rule. The spirit of this 
enterprise seems to be felt more strongly in the 
United States than here. The bravest and hardiest 
people there, look upon a new location" as the 
great choice rather than the bitter lot Let those 
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who grumble because they fancy all is not right at 
home, and do nothing to make themselves all right, 
tarry and grumble. Such persons are discontented 
with the way in which things are managed here, 
and yet they remain. Why is this ? In most cases 
because they prefer taking, in some guise or other, 
that which is their neighbour's, to performing the 
simplest conditions of industry. A grumbler is worth- 
less anywhere. Colonies are not to be planted with 
such materials. 

Our intending colonists have reason to congratulate 
themselves on the better kind of feeling and thinking 
now prevalent on this speciid topic of colonization. 
Slowly has it been brought about. Much ignorance 
and misconception led to many mischiefs and great 
distress. Not many years since traders in discontent 
would make their market out of some natural preju- 
dices. Those charlatans who fed our anti-colonising 
inhabitiveness," have been ousted of their work, and 
honest men have taken the good cause in hand. As 
usual there are plenty of knaves and impostors who 
follow in the popular wake. But how slowly are any 
advanced ideas on any subject promulgated or received! 
Now, the colonist comes into the field when it has been 
cleared of much that would have perplexed Imn. Even 
men of official routine have ceased to be obstructives. 
No sound information is withheld, and no arrangement 
for comfort or safety will be thwarted or discounter 
nanced if the emigrant will only continue to be vigilant 
himself. 
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Instead of popular apathy, dislike^ or pRrjudfce, all 
is the reverse — bustle, stir, inquiry, and action. Delu- 
fioos have been swept away, abuses remedied, and 
Grovemment charges itself with some important, pre- 
cautionary and sanitary duties, which are performed 
admirably. The real advance-point gained, however, is 
not so much in the improved way of doing the business, 
as in our notions about it, when it is done : that is in 
our view of what colonization is in itself. We have 
ceased to think of it and speak of it as a mere remedy 
for the one evil of low or criminal poverty. A colony 
is no longer regarded as a refuge for the destitute, the 
degraded, or castaways of society. It may safely em- 
brace these desirable points, but it has been raised 
vastly, both in measures and aims. The British pub- 
lic views this subject from its real stand-point (to use 
the Grerman phrase), and we shall do well to take up 
our own position upon it, as the principle of expansion 
or outgrowth of empire. This is a truth of such com- 
manding eminence, that we cannot fail of seeing the 
ultimate in the present movements. We see clearly 
that this work is not only the peopling of new coun- 
tries, for the relief of old, but the founding and build- 
ing up of new nations — ^the first grafts of what must 
become independent empires. Whether this result 
shall be speedy or remote, depends on the colonists. 

The Australian emigration, chiming in with that 
of preceding adventures, and to be followed by per- 
petual accessions, will thus devdiop the progress rather 
of a world than of a people ; from a limited site it 
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will advance to a continent ; from a few families, onl j 
a few years back, thej will become a nation, possess- 
ing, within themselyes, and within their enlarging 
borders, the three elements of wealth — free land, free 
labonr, and free capital ; and carrying with them 
the still more important elements of moral and poli- 
tical power — all co-operating in one field, and insur- 
ing the greatest amount of well being, both individual 
and communal They will assist in founding the 
new temple of civilization in a new world. The 
true colonists may realize the greatest of visions in 
those southern seas. They may garnish the founda- 
tions of the wall with all manner of precious stones — 
they may have their gates on the east, on the north, 
on the south, and on the west, and every several gate 
of pearl — the wall of it might be jasper, and the cit 
within this temple might be of pure gold, like unto 
clear glass ; and they may bring the glory and honour 
of the nations into it, on one condition only, that as 
this is Godlike work, " to Grod it must be done.** 

These transplantations should not take place with- 
out a far more decided manifestation of public sym- 
pathy than has yet been exhibited. We should 
systematize the recognition of their importance. I 
do not say, build adieu chapels," or ^'valedictory 
halls," but there should be express gatherings of in- 
tending emigrants and colonisers at eadi embarking 
port, and we should have public fiirewells." The 
pulpit, reading-desk, and lecture-room, might thus be 
Blade to enlarge the sphere of their utilities. There 



Digitized by Google 



48 



would be no difficulty in selecting, from the general 
choir of able orators, men who would turn the oppor- 
tunity to the best account. Results of great value 
would be gained, especially where feelings of indif- 
ference or estrangement from all that relates to home 
exists; and these dangerous sentiments have always 
been noticeable among persons of damaged character, 
whatever their conventional status. This class should 
be specifically addressed — ^the heart-springs would be 
touched. Many a bright spirit has been prematurely 
darkened ; and ministrations such as we have suggested 
might help to roll away the burden of many a cloud ; 
for kindness is the veritable key of the human heart. 
The evil spirit would be exorcised ; and those elements 
of goodness, hope, and gladness, which are indestruc- 
tible in every soul, would be revivified. 

With but a small outlay of trouble we mighty un- 
doubtedly, establish complete institutes, and these, with 
simple, judicious machinery, would be found to sub« 
serve many grave matters of justice, policy, and cha- 
rity. The name of England would be elevated, while 
we showed our appreciation of these imperial expan- 
sions. Hardy settlers would ponder over kind offices 
and parting words, and tell of them to their children ; 
while on many distant shores many a devout supplica- 
tion would ascend for the father-land. They would 
carry over the deep with them no more precious 
freightage for themselves or for us than the ^ sacred 
fire" of feelings thus elicited, by assemblages such as 
these— a gathering without pomp and banners, music 
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or incense, to utter their God-speed and heartfelt fare- 
well — the humblest yet highest act of man's ministry 
to man. Can one man say more to another than God 
bless you ?" Let us say it, then. There is a minis- 
tration of preparation by attention to physical and 
moral wants for the more ignorant emigrants, which 
can only be performed by influential and philanthropic 
persons, connected with the towns and villages where 
th^e masses come from. Good men and women are 
even now occupied with these charitable preliminaries. 

The Celtic Exodus (an incorrect phrase for a going 
forth without a leader) from the sister island, however 
momentous in its issues (and it was more like one of 
the ancient swarmings than a modem movement) lies 
far beyond the view of my brief hints. These multi- 
tudes go right away from our midst, not to settle 
new countries, but to established communities. They 
throw themselves principally into the United States in 
America; and there they form a distinct element of 
rude, industrial wealth, which the omniverous capacities 
of their social system will soon absorb and turn to 
good account. One obvious consequence of this rude 
Celtic dispersion may incidentally affect the colonists, 
but would directly affect ourselves : should it go on, 
we may have a second, let ub hope final, English 
plantation in Ireland. Such a mission would be 
carried on, not as formerly by armed aggression, but 
by the peaceable sons and daughters of labour, aided 
by all the means and appliances of superabundant 
capital ; and if wisely conducted, that is, if it be left 
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to its natural development, the empire would be in- 
calculably strengthened. Justice would at last be 
done to Ireland i the fairest of islands be redeemed 
by the most powerful. The new comers, mingling 
their fortunes, language, lineage, and religion with the 
millions who remain, who are as yet " unseduced, un- 
terrified," by the disorganizing influences which sur- 
round them, might then rear and ripen a mighty race 
of worthy compeers in the work of self-adjustment alid 
self-government : order substituted for anarchy, work 
for pauperism, self-reliance, physical and moral, for 
present vassalage, mutual good will for class-hatred 
and sectarian strife : not to speak of complete equality 
for cherished degradation, or sound loyalty for 
sneaking treason. 

Such an achievement as this would be the result of 
many varied combinations ; but even were it certain 
of accomplishment, the auriferous, pastoral and agri- 
cultural attractions of the Pacific and Atlantic planta- 
tions will be permanent, and speedily restore the migra- 
tory current: unless the demands are greater than we can 
meet ; or the gorgeous uncertainties of that hemisphere 
should somewhat pale before nearer or surer prospects. 

I may here mention another, but by no means 
probable, counter-attraction to such plain and natural 
movements as ours : it is the last panacea I have 
seen announced for the troubles of Ireland. 

Few are aware of the scheme for making a railway 
colonization Popish crusade — ^not in Canada, not in 
Australia, not at the Cape, or New 2^ealand, or in 
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India, not anywhere within the girdle of our empire, or 
even in Europe or America, but strange to say on the 
African coast of the Mediterranean. This new crusade 
is to be carried out bj means of the labour and skill 
of Irish emigrators along these shores, instead of those 
of more distant and less inviting lands. Thej are to go 
forth from Ireland, says the benevolent projector, with 
the Pope's blessing ; and form (if such a phrase is 
allowable) locomotive settlements, first in Algeria, 
under Gallic sanction, where they are to make the 
railroads and occupy a square mileage of the broad 
lands on each side of the iron road : successive staffs 
of priests are to accompany them, — ^parsonage houses, 
glebes, colleges, monasteries, nunneries, cathedrals, 
chapels, confessionals, shrines, tithes, and inquisitions, 
are to be instituted. By the accession of fresh devotees, 
this railway mission is to be pursued till the iron roads 
are laid down all the way from Algiers to Suez, and 
thence to Jerusalem. The required consent of poten- 
ates obtained, they will help the British mails to India; 
and they will be able to grow as much cotton in the 
valleys of the Euphrates and Nile as is now produced in 
the basin of the Mississippi. Heathens and infidels will 
be converted by their exemplary behaviour ; and as a 
consummation Jerusalem will be prepared for re-occu- 
pation by the Jews, who will find their city revived 
with more than its pristine splendour. In this way 
Ireland is to be the principal contributor to the world's 
redemption. Her expatriated hordes are to restore 
Israel, and regenerate the East by making the Pope 
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paramount. We had the projector's authority for as- 
suring the public that the railways^ which are to be con- 
structed by protestant, papal, and Jewish capitalists, 
would be sure to pay a good dividend. 

If the reader be incredulous, I must refer him to 
a pamphlet with the following title: "Ireland the 
restorer of Israel, under the protection of France and 
England, addressed to the Catholic hierarchy and the 
population of Ireland. An appendix to a project for 
constructing railways in Algeria, and uniting North 
Africa with Egypt, India, and Syria. By John 
Wright. London, 1853." 

The valley of the Euphrates will soon resound with 
the whistle of the locomotive ! A consequential portion 
of the late Mr. Wright's project is about to be accom- 
plished : Jerusalem will be the centre of attraction. In 
a few years we shall be as familiar with Asia Minor as 
with any part of Europe. The neglected East, with 
all her storied scenes, appears to be revivified under the 
mere materialistic operations of Western cupidity ! 
But where is protestant chivalry ? Sure we are that 
the time is distant when we shall see a protestant 
merchant or banker elaborating a conmiercial pro- 
spectus from the pages of his bible for the promotion 
of his creed. Protestants rely on heroical antecedents : 
albeit they are themselves far below the ideals of the 
past, present, or future, their complacency is full and 
undisturbed. If a private devotee find materials 
for enterprise out of the raging oriental complications 
of creed and race ; and stake reputation, make painful 
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voyages, and incur great expenses on his proposala, 
the extent and subtiltj of their plots and plans, 
schemes and labours, who wield the leadership of 
such a confederacy as the papal cannot be lost sight 
of. How shall we restore the faded chivalry of reli- 
gious freedom ? By taking a hint from the chivalry 
of I'eligious despotism ? Yes ! but let the watchword 
he— Charity. For we have yet to learn its first 
lesson, which is tolerance (not state-tolerance, but 
private tolerance) for honest differences of opinion. 
The best opinions are sometimes held or professed by 
the worst men ; and the worst opinions are sometimes 
held or professed by the best men. We see, feel, ac- 
knowledge, and act upon this principle of forbearance 
and appreciation in ordinary life. Society would be 
convulsed were we to overlook what is admirable or 
agreeable in our neighbours, and persist in looking 
at what is the reverse. 

These religious colonies, let who will manage them, 
would now-a-days be mere abominations. A far more 
objectionable proposition than Mr. Wright's — ^which 
some would resolve into a matter of mere pelf and pre- 
miums, albeit it is no such thing, under the pretence 
of prophecies, poperies, and philanthropies — ^was pro- 
jected by the late Mr. Charles BuUer for the especial 
benefit of Ireland; because the scene of operation 
would have been in one of our own colonies, and it was 
to have been sanctioned and governed by an Act of 
Parliament. As nothing came of it, I shall say no 
more about the plan. Mr. Buller's honoured name was 
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identified with it by one who, an author and schemer 
in colonial affairs, discovered a profound insight into 
these subjects, and exerted no small influence in their 
projection. We may congratulate ourselves on two 
main points connected with colonial work : one is tho 
failure of those who profess to patronise religion in 
order to sell their land-lots at a premium — these liberal 
gentlemen have been unmasked hj the good sense of 
the people: the other point is just this, that the shaping 
and character of our colonization has not been radi- 
cally undertaken by the government at home, but by 
the people— who have thereby secured the manage, 
ment of their settlements for themselves, on the intel- 
ligible principles of English municipal law, which rest 
on the maxims, of usage and representation. 

The Mormon delusion deserves a fuller and calmer 
investigation than it has yet received. Why does it 
number so many disciples amongst the working classes ? 
Has the vicious state of our marriage law, the enormous 
amount of permitted sexual licentiousness, the pecuniary 
composition for adultery, and the hard relations which 
obtain between labour and capital, prepared our la- 
borious but neglected population for the infatuations 
of this abomination ? These questions are very serious^ 
but cannot be entered into here. There is a growing 
organization of myriads from England, Germany, and 
the United States thronging to that settlement of 
theirs on the lake of 

Yutah ; hard by where the polygamons sect, 
(Misled by one setf-unctioned, not anoint. 



Digitized by Google 



55 



Nor goidai oil of geniiu had, nor truth. 

Who, from the brook the lines of lacquered lead. 

Sham-angel forged, dug out ; who, after fell, 

Shotted with three times Caesar's trickling wounds, 

Bl-doer he, ill-done hy ) bide their time 

DreadlesB. 

IndifiTerenee or contempt, while this mystery of ini- 
quity is going forward and maturing, will not help 
us. The ministers of religion and the friends of 
humanity must find some counter-attractions at home, 
or rather resort to the only remedy, for these dupes 
and victims ; or the evil will eat into the heart of our 
own social system. The charm is not exclusively 
eensualistic : there is a touch of pathos in fanatical 
feeling, a rebound against the icy pedantries of a 
quasi-rationalism, and a considerable importation of 
Swendenborg doctrine, mixed up with the excesses of 
the system: fragments of truth and mountains of 
rubbish and lies. We regard the Mormon as a very 
ominous portion of our colonial expansions. 
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CHAPTER m. 



Moral Predominances. Permanent Objects. Man and the 
World. Human Straggles and Hopes. In thb Form of 
Mak. 

The colonists will have to impart the proper character 
to their own chosen work. It rests with them, when 
thej get out, to do this piece of supreme justice to 
themselves. The intelligent adoption of moral methods 
can alone insure an unfailing progressiveness in pros- 
perity. By viewing personal and relative duty under 
its high aspects and sanctions, work will become easy, 
and at the same time heroic and hallowed. 

They who go forth, we from whom, they go, are yet 
to realize our respective obligations. It is but too true 
that we scarcely attend to anything, in these arrange- 
ments, beyond selfish considerations. The predo- 
minance of the mercenary principle is a formidable 
mark of our time. 

Goldl gdd! goldl gqidl 
Bright and yellow, hard and cold, 
Monlten, graven, hammer'd, and roQ'd t 

The unnatural activity of a natural acquisitiveness 
should be checked, or it will degenerate into a sheer 
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cupidi^ and an omniyerous greed. Instead of per- 
mitting the motives, derived from the indulgence of 
our most unamiable propensities, to determine the 
course of public and private action in this enterprise^ 
let us bring our best faculties into play; and deal 
eamestlj and mainly with those aims, objects and 
pursuits which are alone worthy of such a life as we 
are endowed with. Now-a-days we either try to 
ignore their existence, or act as if we could not com- 
prehend their rightful supremacy. Nuggets and bits 
of rounded gold and silver, with some conventional 
marks on them, are indispensable; but we need not wor- 
ship them. To possess them in limited or unlimited 
quantity for our brief season is not the paramount 
object, unless we would barter a sublime end for a 
mere means. Wisdom and truth, beauty and goodness, 
are the transcendent treasures : these will be won if 
we recognize an inspiration commensurate with the 
faculties which endow us with the noblest relations. 
For the gross materialism which overshadows the land 
— ^making the periods of prosperity dubious, and those 
of adversity contemptible — ^the best counteraction would 
be found in laying to heart the purport of two adverbs 
— whence and tohUher — ^and making daily interroga- 
tories of them. In the midst of toil, and not apart 
from toil, let us show that we can pursue 

Some high, calm, spheric time, and prove our work 
The better for the sweetness of our song. 

Cultivating the radiant guidance of a pure conscience. 
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and of a dear benevolence, all external action will be 
conformable ; sound motives will then beautify ordinary 
tasks, and everj social advantage will not only be 
secured, but correspondingly enhanced. Terrestrial 
needs and exigencies, cares, anxieties, and struggles 
will be under the moderation and illumination of a 
a celestial reference and control. 

The production or distribution of wealth is one 
thing : far other and higher is that of happiness. For 
the most part men fail in securing either ; but none 
need to fail in an ample provision of both. Econo- 
mical wealth is, in fact, determined by character : the 
true source of wealth is within, not without. The 
ultimate elements of progress are not found in extent 
of territory or in its fertility — ^nor even in the numbers 
of the population — ^nor in gold or iron — ^but in the 
moral energy which turns these, and far greater things 
than these, to account. To find materials for work and 
capital in new combinations and new spheres, is the 
secret of progress. An exhausted people means a sta- 
tionary people, and then a declining people. Cultivate 
the best endowments, and then elasticity of character 
will be maintained : an organic and trained capacity of 
dealing with emei^encies as well as duties will make 
the most of all opportunities and win all laurels. 

It is in our power to say, " let us make New Eng- 
lands" — ^we are exercising the power — ^we are making 
New Englands: we are making New Englands abroad 
— ^we are making them at home. 

As the old country is improving from day to day in 
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the tone of its feeling, and espedallj in the clearer 
appreciation of the precise duties of government, con- 
fining them within their proper limits, and thus leaying, 
more and more, the work of the world, to be done by 
the world, and not hy its rulers, and therefore eliciting 
an unheard of amount of virtuous self-reliance — ^we 
may expect a corresponding improvement in the cha- 
racter of our social emanations. 

Mj hints, to be of any utility, must be founded on 
sound views of those natural and religious laws with 
which our well-being is identified. But what is this, 
in fact, but to say that our subject is the old one of 
human nature? Even so. We are to consider our 
common humanity in that special evolution of civi- 
lization with which the colonists are concerned. And 
as we ourselves are the subject of examination, with 
our own best interests to secure and promote, each of 
us has a perfect right to contribute what we can to the 
common fund of our treasured facts and principles : if 
it be only a " mite" I feel persuaded of its acceptable- 
ness, provided its worth be sterling and presentation 
sincere. 

For the purpose of inquiry into matters of social 
law, I cannot help adverting to the singular advan- 
tages which the intending and the actual settlers pos- 
sess over us mere on-lookers, in the character of their 
enterprise itself. The morning of a new existence, the 
dawn of what may be termed grand chances, reducible 
to certainties, are opening up in brilliant perspective be- 
fore them — ^while no such fair promise brightens before 



Digitized by Google 



60 



us here. It would better become me to observe a 
wondering silence ; and yet is it this very freedom of 
action which makes me anxious to say a word, if the 
interest I take in it can be any excuse for the utter 
insignificance of my interposition. 

To those who are going out we might be permitted 
to say: — ^the breath of hope is upon you: how fresh will 
be your communion with nature — ^how her secrets will 
open to your spirits — ^what self-questionings there will 
be in your new homes — ^how your solitudes will either 
throw you on yourselves to converse with the depths 
of your being, or your crowded settlements, with their 
novel combinations and duties, lead you to revolve the 
cardinal points of your civil policy : what scope in the 
one for outlook, in the other for inlook. Cincinnatus's 
character in the senate was determined by his medita- 
tions at the plough. So that whatever or wherever 
your lot (primary duties being performed), whether in 
bush, forest, or plain, the far-tented field, or rapidly- 
rising village, or the new city, up-springing, as if by 
magic, from the waste sea coast, with the peopled hum 
of fast-gathered myriads— «ach sod that is turned, or 
brick laid, or tree planted, or grain sown, is the begin- 
ning of a new world — every act of industry, every effort 
of good-will, every deed of kindliness and justice, with 
their mingled opposites of all evil, hate, envy, falsehood, 
fuid villany, are to be counted as positive prelimina- 
ries for preparing the last division of this world's sur- 
face for the habitation of civilized men. So great 
an enterprise as that of British colonization, with its 
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expanding series of results, should be spoken of in 
John Milton's words, as the work for a " nation of 
heroes, of prophets, and of sages." And such it is ; 
but you will be content with humbler titles than our 
epic poet, in his morning dream of a theocratic repub- 
lic, was wont to give to the founders of an ideal empire. 
As bread-winners, truth-seekers, and good-doers, jou 
are becoming actors in the greater drama of reality ; 
and they who combine these characters will, indeed, be 
fortunate, for they will have succeeded in realizing 
the simplest yet finest exhibition of modem manhood. 
It is in the power of each of you to compass this dis- 
tinction. 

For discussing a subject of equal concern to all, we 
may safely repudiate both egotism and indifference. 
We are neither red republicans, nor red tapists. I only 
know, if I owned (as it is called) any particle of the 
earth's surface, I should not think of<^ selling, as some 
philanthropic lords and commoners have done, at a pre- 
mium, under the pretence of planting my religious or 
political creed on it. Truth is too sacred to be disposed 
of with land in lots. But in the special case of this 
sort which we refer to, the land was perhaps the most 
valuable part of the bargain, so that the purchaser was 
to be congratulated rather than condoled with. We 
have no such views as these, nor are we constitution- 
doctors: the great adepts in this high quackery are 
crowned and sceptred red-tapists who have made so 
many fine promises to their subjects — ^kings and em- 
perors are the only licensed dealers in constitutions : 
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but we have each an undeniable right to indicate a self- 
government chart or two, and propose to exercise it. 

In this discusssion we would premise, that all human 
rights and duties are defined hj the nature of n:ian. 
The will of the Author of this nature alone can be 
the ultimate reason: this will we are bound to search 
for, and when found out to abide by. The Maker 
has given the earth for man to dwell upon : the mental 
and physical organization of man, and his planetary 
habitation being the work of the same Divine hand, 
exhibit the relationship of a necessarily complete, be- 
cause Divine adaptation. The world was clearly 
designed for social man : society is determined by 
this characteristic. 

The will of God being the binding reason, rule, and 
test of all duty, when revealed or ascertained, either in 
His works, that is, in the laws of nature, including 
those of our physical and moral organization, or in 
His word, that is, in the properly attested record of 
truths, confirmed by express acts, patent to the soul 
and senses of man when they took place : we can Con- 
ceive of nothing so imperative upon our obedience as 
this will, or so certain of securing our felicity. Obe- 
dience is, therefore, the law of laws for our private, social, 
pubic, political conduct — and faith in this law for this 
world and the next, the supreme privilege as well as duty. 
To be rational and worthy, it must be the obedience 
of a loyal subject to his lawful sovereign, not of a 
slave; the obedience of filial love, not of a bastard 
fear ; the obedience of a valiant soldier to his great 
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commander— common, but imperfect, relations for ana- 
logical illustration, in which, however, it will be hard 
to discover a particle of mere utilitarian motive, cri- 
terion, or rule : yet how clearly is the utility evolved 
in the shining results secured. 

For many reasons is it well, in our advanced civiliza- 
tion, to look at the course taken by the races of the 
earth in this awful matter of seeking the favour or 
averting the anger of God. 

When man is left as it were to himself by his Maker, 
or rather when man is left to himself by his fellow- 
man — ^that is, when there is no interchange of resources 
between man and man — ^the whole course of our history 
plainly proves how darkly and unworthily he decyphers 
his Maker's will and character. The commerce and 
reciprocities of truth are essential for its perpetuation 
throughout the human family. No instance of a 
savage people becoming civilized, without the help of 
a civilized people, can be adduced. This point has 
been established by one of the greatest writers which 
even the Church of England has produced — I refer 
to Dr. Whateley. All human beings, in relation to 
the highest of inquiries, are, both for the inquiries and 
the solutions, imitative and receptive. How gross the 
darkness, how dire the cruelty, where a race or people 
are left from age to age to their own natural re- 
sources ! No section of our humanity has ever been 
totally abandoned : the most benighted and barbarous 
have never been entirely without traditions and names: 
and awfully, as in past and present times^ the human 
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being has degenerated from the ideals of Eden, he has 
never ceased attempting to make out this wUL 

The historical fact of the traditions of our race 
may be summed up as handing down, from generation 
to generation, the dread name of God with some of 
His most fearful attributes. In order to superinduce 
the acknowledged obliyiousness of those light-bearing 
words, the human heart and the human powers have 
been wholly absorbed or taken up with the direct 
action and re-action of their own natural endowments : 
the soul is then filled with the natural series of se- 
quences. Ideas of goodness, love, duty, come to be 
obscured; passions, affections, powers, and appetites, 
work ceaselessly upon and for themselves; in the 
increasing degeneracy they find nothing higher or 
greater than themselves, to rejoice in or take cogni- 
zance of. The law of degeneracy from bad to worse is 
is not less clear than the law' of regeneracy from bad to 
good, and from good to better and from better to 
best. The idea of the Divine with which our race 
started waxes dim; but the conscience is indestruc- 
tible, and the world is rife enough in calamities to 
elicit the full exercise of its sullied functions. Then 
comes fear ; this fear generates hate, and this hatred 
leads to a sort of atheism — at least, atheism would 
be, a felt relief — ^for, according to a law within us 
we would fain destroy, if we could, what we both 
hated and feared. So, in the beginnings of gross su- 
perstition (as even now-a-days, when these elements 
are at work) we have this fear-hate engendering a 
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sort of despair-bope. When these four direful states 
or habits of the mind, have hatched their brood of 
chimeras, the varieties of idolatries are engendered. 
Whether they take the poetical shape of personi- 
fying celestial, terrestrial, or infernal agencies, or the 
grosser types of sensual passion or appetite, we have 
descended to the lowest form of superstition : man is as 
far removed from the knowledge of God as he can be. 
Idolatry, gross or refined (and it may take either 
form, even in these days of light), begins in a sort of 
self-imposed relation between the idol and its wor- 
shipper, for the imaginary gratification of the former 
and the real comfort of the latter. In all cases the 
superstitious soul is sustained by a sense of power over 
terrors. These terrors are excited by the afflicted 
conscience, and they are appeased only by the delusion 
of offering up rites. A reflex influence is generated, 
which translates these performances into satisfactions, 
— so that the object of the terror is propitiated, or at 
one with the conscience. 

Superstition is not quenchable by scientific in- 
fluences. Art and science may flourish vigorously, 
as in Egypt, Greece, Rome formerly, or as in 
China and India now, and yet not be found incom- 
patible with all the higher and lower varieties of 
devil-worship. What chimeras has not man's soul 
tormented his life withal ! Mere intellectual cultiva- 
tion does not suffice to destroy the internal Pantheon. 
Some mightier iconoclast must enter the profaned 
temple before the images which our own terror and 

B 
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lust hare created and up can be purged awaj* 
Hence the plain general deduction : the most brillifgit 
mind-progress is not necessarilj soul-progress. True 
human progression rests on accord with the super- 
human — ^heaven must help earth. 

The history of all religions maj be thus summed 
up:— 

An afflicted consciencey and the measures far its 
relief. 

Whatever we may say in our pride, self-compla- 
cency or indifference, this organic susceptibility is 
the one golden thread which runs through the tangled 
tissue of mortal history: the redeeming characteristic, 
at once an evidence of weakness and of strength. 
Leave it out ahogether, and humanity has no divine 
dependence. We should then be automata^ more or 
less bestial, or more or less demoniacaL To illus- 
trate and prove this position, we must accept the 
false as well as the true — ^we can except no reli- 
gion. The most gross and vile are fearfully profound 
phases of our strange nature : not one of them can 
be pointed out which is not both affecting and sublime. 
Who has not caught a glimpse of their meanings in 
that wonderful witch-scene, with which the world's 
poet opens his Macbeth ? Meditate on the source of 
this interest, and you will be led, in this recognition 
of a spirit-world, to no shallow diagnosis as to the 
super-human : any recognition is better than none 
at all. 

Man a machine, man a brute, man a demon! Shall 
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we accept any of itese alternatiYe accounts of our- 
selves ? Verily, nay. The conscience raises up man in 
all by-gone and for all future times toward, if not to, 
the mark of his destiny. A thing, a chattel, or a kind 
of perishable animal, with a dash of the fiend ! Our 
whole being recoils at the suggestion. If we could 
collect the voice of the race in one utterance, what an 
outburst of agonizing repudiation I of self-assertion 
of soul, and of its relationship with the Godhood — of 
self-assertion of heart, and of its ofBspringship from the 
eternal Fatherhood ! 

Some repudiate this repudiation. No time has been 
wiUiout those who stand forth boldly as witnesses for 
the negative. We can scarcely believe that they believe 
themselves, when they give our race the lie. Let such 
a negative now-a-days fester where alone it can be gene- 
rated. There are many phases both of faith and infi- 
delity : even insanity itself may sometimes cower into 
blasphemy. Let not the impugners of humanity en- 
tangle us in their dilemmas. Faith in man's origin and 
man's destiny is the best defence against these literary 
burglars. Virtue, truth, beauty, are eternal realities. 

The founders of our race woto promised, on the 
fall and expulsion from paradise, that Onb should come. 

The spirit of man in his own highest aspects, in his 
Godward aspirations, in his relation with other spirits 
throughout the universe, in his yearnings for the sub- 
limest revelations of being and of character — ^in the 
manifold mode of outcome, by virtue of faculties, affec- 
tions, passions, that ally him with all good or evil, with 
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joy or sorrow, sin or holiness, shame or glory, life or 
death — ^hailed at last, in the folness of time, and not 
very long ago, the one Expositor and Prophet, the one 
Priest and Sacrifice, in the coming of that promised One. 

The Savioub has come — we cannot exhaust the 
meaning of this announcement. Let us proceed in the 
spirit of His faith. Life is still an enigma for us all — 
the heart of man a wonder — death is still the terror 
— ^but we have neither outline nor trace of solution 
out of, and away from this faith. Nature is the term 
for a cold generalization, which does not touch the 
heart : Providence an old Roman phrase, without much 
meaning or any comfort for the inquiring, perplexed, 
and sorrow-shrouded. By faith and in faith let us, 
then, proceed in the great, free, liberal, purifying, illu- 
minating truth of our common Christianity. Never 
forgetting the needful aid from the Author of all 
spirits and of all worlds, we take Christianity where 
only we can find it, from the Bible — ^in the harmonious 
concordance and interpretation of that book, as read 
by man's soul in the light of the inner and outward 
worlds, and as received into the great heart of our 
civilization. This word, Christianity, shall stand 
with us for more than any other in the moral universe. 
With its series of facts and doctrines — Redemption 
based on Atonement — Salvation co-extensive with a 
peccable Creation — ^the belief in the Christ must regu- 
late and ennoble the eternal as well as the temporal : 
all minds, races, ages, must bow to it. 

Our perception of the faith will be at best inade- 
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quate — our reception of it must be unworthy and im- 
perfect : let us aspire to embrace it now, at once, and 
for ever. 

A living poet, to whom this age is indebted for 
some of the sublimest expansions of its thought and 
feeling on the highest- themes, thus celebrates the 
many titles of the founder and finisher of the faith : 

Who shall commemorate thy chosen names, 

Thou, who art sire at once and Son of Man ? 

Servant, friend, brother, bridegroom, husband, lord, 

Priest, advocate, physician, teacher, guide, 

King, conqueror, and master, world-adored I 

Owner of all things here, and almoner. 

Thou the divine protagonist of time. 

The everlasting sacrifice ; the world's 

Eternal victim, thou, and victor God I 

On high, the light of all perfection ; here. 

The blessed shadow I Sun of righteousness, 

And star of wisdom, lonely in the heavens I 

The cloud of glory in life's wilderness ; 

The splendour in the temple ; temple, rock. 

City of refuge I Branch, and root, and yine I 

Tree, too, of life, of knowledge I Almond tree. 

First flowering from the wintry world of death 1 

Thou, too, the olive, whence distils the oil 

Of inspiration for the elect anoint I 

Bobe, sceptre, crown, and shield ! Eye, arm, and head I 

Earth's comer*8tone, and architect of heaven ! 

Eire, fountain, river ! Sacrifice for sin. 

And sin itself ! The serpent of the saved. 

The angel of redemption, and our God ! 

Curse transessentiate into blessing I Man, 

Angel, and Deity ! The All in All I 
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The one sole being of the universe ! 

The Lord of Armies, and the Prince of Peace, 

Whose humblest follower is a prince with God ! 

Our fellow-heir, and our inheritance, 

Witness, and judge, and ransom, and reward I 

Originator, mediator, fine I 

For Thou art all of these, and Thou alone. 

If the career of colonization were expanded beyond 
this planet and extended to the bright orbs above us, 
this is the only faith for their redaction and conquest: 
it will surely suffice for the subjugation of this world. 
The colonist may take possession of that small portion 
of the earth, which is to be the scene of his terrestrial 
labours, in the full confidence of success an4 triumph : 
for he will go forth a Christian — ^the first of all requi- 
sites, the highest qualification, the noblest designation 
— ^the bond of the world — ^the cherished link of man 
with man, of man with angel, of man with the Maker 
of all. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Heir-Looms. Self-QoYenunent Charts or a Code of Morals 
and a Code of Politics. 

OuB public and private relations will be determined 
hj our principles : the former, whether social or poli- 
tical, imperial or ccdonial, no less than the latter : all 
depends on the amount and value of our knowledge, 
soundness of opinion, elevation of sentiment, and energy 
of conduct. 

Whoever wishes for truth is a philosopher, and who- 
ever wishes for truth in morals or politics is a social 
philosopher. We have abundant materials as well as 
motives for searching into the relations which men 
sustain in Hfe. 

For the present, leaving government out of the 
question, we will reflect on those matters of which we, 
as individuals, are thooroughlj masters. 

We have old books to appeal to, and older examples. 
Our ancestors did not leave us without records, and 
these are full of models and of warnings. It is diffi- 
cult to say whether they left us richer in methods or 
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objects, both for public and private life. They laid 
the foundations of our modem life in their own. 
" What have we which we have not received ?" may 
be fittingly asked, and must be gratefully responded 
to in the aflarmative. We are completing, or rather 
assisting the completion, of what was begun for us : 
their past makes our present and future possible. 

But besides the conquests of their labour or the 
fruits of their knowledge — ^besides ancestral records, 
books, and charters — ^besides a free access to the 
records of other people — ^the hoarded capital of a 
priceless inheritance — ^that of the general experience 
of past ages, which we come into the undisputed pos- 
session of: we have also the laws within us— our 
faculties, organs, and affections— on whose capacious 
but defaced voliunes are written those still intelligible 
Pandects, by obedience or disobedience to which we 
stand or fall. 

The house we live in was not made with hands : the 
Deity constructed and furnished it. The performance 
of our social duties was placed within our power — ^we 
could observe or neglect them. Here was a plain 
condition on which depended the recognition of our 
rights — at least so far as man is concerned with man. 
It is of grace with our Maker — ^for the term rights is 
inapplicable in reference to our relations with EKm. 
Our moral and physical nature was of Divine con- 
struction. He placed it in our power, and we have 
abused the trust : first in reference to himself, next in 
reference to each other. A successful destruction is 
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but too familiar for us all : let us seek for a renewal 
and restoration. 

We must resort again to Himself. He has antici- 
pated the exigencies we have created for ourselves, 
and from which we could never have extricated 
ourselves. 

He who coald the Vantage take 
Hath found the remedy. 

I shall briefly hint at the outlines of two practical 
codes, or the fundamentals of morals and politics. The 
corollaries are as endless as the varieties of private 
and public action — a few instances only in the follow- 
ing chapters will complete my undertaking. 

The self-government charts which I have seen are 
mare or less fanciful, but these are real — Shaving their 
foundation in nature, providence and grace. The 
physical, moral, social, individual, political man, may 
rest on the truth contained in them, with confidence 
and gratitude, because there is no right which they 
do not embrace, and no corres^nding duty which they 
do not enforce. 

To begin with a code of morals. 

The foremost duties, written by the finger of God in 
the order-book of heaven, are Piety and Charity. 

We read these laws with perfect clearness now, in 
the distinctive organization of man — ^because they have 
been revealed by Jesus Christ — ^the Divine atoner for 
their non-observance, as well as our exemplar for their 
faithful observance — ^while His co-etemal Spirit is our 
regenerating illuminator, to restore the original rela- 
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tion of the creature and the Creator— out of which 
reconciliation alone can their perfect realization flow. 

We must know what we are to do : for the under- 
standing of the will of Grod, in order to complete 
obedience, that will must be clearlj made known. 
This will must be made known by Himself : whether 
in heaven aboye, or on earth beneath, all His creatures 
must have vouchsafed to them His revelation. The 
angels have theirs — ^we have ours — ^they desire, we are 
told, to look into ours: in essence they must be identicaL 

The revelation of the Supreme will to us is compre- 
hended in love to God and love to each other. We are, 
of course, endowed with faculties for obeying this tran- 
scendant commandment-«the obedience of love. All 
well-being is comprehended in obedience to these laws 
— the love of God and the love of man : the first con- 
taining the last. 

Then are we under the theocracy: the name is 
hallowed, the kingdom has come, the will is done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

We realize the full extent of our capacity for action 
and contemplation when we dwell in this supreme law: 
faith underlies and binds the consummation of the 
reason and the will in love : intellect, whether in man 
GT angel, is thus only the prime minister of love. 

By reason and love let us then, in faith, make a 
practical approximation, daily, hourly, momentarily, to 
the ideal theocracy. 

The reason and the will, with all powers and affec- 
tions, are breathed of Grod: the breath of God makes 
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man a liying soul: this living soul, therefore, can only 
be ruled hy Him. The Governor of the universe 
looks for the loyalty of the heart The " Lord reigns," 
is a phrase no less exact than emphatic — not more old 
than true. 

The practical rule of Grod is purity first, then peace: 
the one comes of His plenteous inspiration, the other 
of His benediction : both are granted on terms easy of 
compliance, but inexorably comprehensive. 

All is of grace ; but grace hath its law. We are 
held to Him by His works of creation and redempti(m 
— His iree gifts: and what do they not comprise? 
life here, immortality hereafter ! Well-being, humble 
and glorious in both states of our being. All the 
gifts of grace ! What inedible lies for a mortal and 
for an immortal allegiance ! 

The instructed spirit thus lives in love to God and 
to man. True wisdom is their manifestation in a plain 
reality : the light of all knowledge mingling with the 
lustre of all virtue, and accumulating in accessions of 
beneficent power, are but the outward veil which such a 
spirit takes for its daily walk before God, angels, andmen. 

The theocracy is set up, where only it is possible, in 
the heart ; and its rule begins and ends in supreme love 
to Grod and the love of each other. Thus is piety 
the heaven*ward and charity the earth-ward pole, on 
which our entire well-being turns. 

Our inmost consciousness responds to all this, and 
says it is true— all true, but immeasurably less than 
the actually true. 
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Let each know himself — ^know what it is to be "man." 

The starry myriads are not more capable of receiv- 
ing lustre from their suns, or the suns of dispensing it, 
than is one human heart of receiying and reflecting 
glory and beauty from another — and why? Remember 
the relations with the Fountain of all radiance! 

My way-worn, weary friend, consider, and take 
courage : whatever thy conventional estimate in mart, 
forum or senate, He who made thee a man and intro- 
duced thee to time, will be thy Shepherd and thou 
shalt not want. 

What antagonisms and what balancings! This 
world and the next — ^body, spirit — ^life, death — ^mor- 
tality, immortality — light, darkness — weal, woe — 
crushed before the moth, yet indestructible ! 

The theocracy is within us, set up in the individual 
heart — ^possible there, possible nowhere else. The 
ways of God to man are characterized by simplicity 
of dealing. He has conferred on us existence — He 
has allotted to us our sphere. The works of a God 
are to be searched into : so are his words. With the 
truth-seeker and the good-doer there can be no mistake 
about them. He hath, therefore, as we might be sure 
he would, given to man his law : yea, and much more 
than his law : He has redeemed us ! 

The angelic forms of sanctity, virtue, sand power, 
may now pass before us in fresh and radiant procession 
from the Throne which they encircle— crowned, scep- 
tred, jeweled, and apparaled in all majesty and beauty, 
to win and to entrance us— each pointing to the cove- 
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nant of that eternal love which shall make us one with 
them for ever^wooing the union of an undying iden- 
tity, the more than nuptial consecration of an ever- 
lasting embrace. We shall be one with them. There- 
fore, let us transact our time-business while we may ; 
and never forget what we have to secure under aus- 
pices, guarantees, assurances, which seraphic wit- 
nesses wait to attest and their Lord to confirm. 

These are not vague abstractions — ^they are realities 
for the actual possession of each of us. Neither thought 
nor aspiration can keep pace with what is, or what is 
to be, unfolded and enjoyed. 

Let us construct a political or inferential code. 

Li proportion as the natural and revealed laws or 
ideas we have just spoken of are regarded will man 
grow as man: that is, as God intended he should grow, 
in this His own broad world, beneath this supernal 
arch, under the plastic handling of His grace, and the 
sovereign joy of His redeeming complacency. 

It is a law of nature with us that as a man really is 
in himself so will be his external manners : his rela- 
tions will be such as he makes them. The political 
inference is, that as the subject is so will the ruler be. 
Look to it, subjects! We speak not to those who are 
rulers. If you are the subjects of the law of laws, 
piety and charity, your real rulers are not the every- 
day and ostensible governors. 

In the presence of any governmental form whatso- 
ever, let this rule of God be set up in a man's heart, 
and there can be none other. The divine rule is 
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exclusive. From the moment when a man realizes in 
faith and in humility the supreme law, all becomes 
new : the epoch of an amazing revolution for the indi- 
vidual transpires : all the things of time, all our day's 
relations, are baptized into eternity. The morning and 
evening come from, lead to, the eternal: the most 
wonderful origins and ends transparent to the eye of 
reason and love, in and through the commonest, ordi- 
nary means. What an enhancement of life to see the 
sublime in the humble — ^to recognise the essentially 
great in the apparently small — ^to be let into the 
secrets of the providential visibilities — to use the 
common course of our social and political existence 
in the clear recognition of ultimate issues. 

Civil government is an ordinance ; its precise nature, 
under any of the usual forms, will be determined by 
us: that is, as we are so will it be — ^fundamentally 
and essentially. If the great rule within obtains not, 
whatever be the form, it will be poor, gaudy, corrupt 
— ^for so shall we be: as the great rule obtains, it will 
be actually proportionate — simple, majestic, divine. 

These are not idle generaUzations ; nor are we 
sketching fancy republics. We are dealing with prin- 
ciples : with that real monarchy which is the only per- 
manent kingship — ^the monarchy of manhood under iibe 
grace of God-hood. The actual state political will be 
conformable to that which is its recognised basis, moral 
and religious opinion. We are addressing the founders 
of New Englands at home and abroad; and we glance at 
these topics with those who are cognisant of the mission. 
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The rational being, man, when considered as an 
individual, not as a member of society, must regulate 
his conduct bj these codes~~call them ^'ex Coelo" codes 
of pietjand charity. They clearly embrace the division 
of moral philosophy which is commonly called private 
morals. The rational being, man, when considered as 
a member of society, must also regulate his conduct by 
these codes : they equally comprehend both these re- 
lations, for they comprehend all relations. 

Political society as it embraces the idea of govern- 
ment and subjects, could not originate by a formal 
agreement, such as the so-called '^social contract;" 
still less by " divine right," according to pro-dynastic 
advocacy — ^but in human nature as Grod made it. Man 
is endowed with the social instinct, or the instinct of 
self-perpetuation, preservation, and improvement. The 
constitution of society is therefore from nature. The 
law of mutual dependence underlies its manifestation 
in the fact of mutual dependence. Political society is 
founded, historically, first on the physical law of pro- 
pagation — ^the domestic ties, the relation of parents and 
offspring alone make government possible: secondly, 
on the natural law of mutual co-operation — all pointing 
with no obscure finger to the fundamental law of cha- 
rity. Then by the aggregation of numbers we arrive 
at necessities and wants in families, tribes, and nations, 
developing the acquisitive, proprietary, and combative 
instincts, whose regulation generates the idea of order 
— and in that idea of order we have the germ of a 
government, of safety, of security for life and property. 
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of law, command, rule, submission, obedience— of force, 
in fact, for one and for alL Note here, that this combi- 
nation is founded on the totality of our proper, not on 
fragments of our degenerated humanity: for the conmion 
well being is promoted not by destroying but by nou- 
rishing individuality, and keeping the expression of all 
public sanction within itB proper range, which is simply 
this: that howsoever a people may think proper to ac- 
tualize the supreme power, whether by kingships, 
aristocracies, or electoral delegation, the restraint or 
punishment of mutual wrong, or the vindication of 
right, constitute the sole objects of this public sanction. 

By these moral and political principles our relations 
are settled — ^whether we refer to man and his Author, 
or to man in his dealings with his fellow-man, or as 
citizen, ruler, or subject. These principles are deter- 
mined by the law revealed by God, and by the law of 
assured development in our nature and history. The 
criterion for social law is its clear conformity to the 
short code of all duty and all right, comprised in the 
two magical words — ^piety and charity. 

Society is founded on necessity and convenience; but 
its laws, to be soundly based, can only rest on Divine 
sanctions — under which also this same necessity and 
t^is same mutual convenience obtain. In other words, 
man can only be governed by God. Nothing less than 
Divine sanction, direct or indirect, will be commen- 
surate with his good government. Sustaining the high 
relation with his Author, that with his fellow-men must 
harmonize with it. This is the constitution. It cannot 
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l>e lost by entering into society, because he enters into 
society by virtue of it : he carries it with him into 
communities : the system is not of his, but of nature's 
origination: his enlarged duties are thereby ennobled, 
and his rights are inseparably identified with them. 

The character of the social whole will be determined 
by that of its constituent parts. We must look to 
the individuals composing it if we would rightly judge 
of it. There will be no rational hope for any divinely 
organized social system resulting from any other than 
individual development : the dynamic force and virtue 
of each working out the well-being of all. When these 
comprehensive doctrines are held sacred, and acted 
upon, we may look for the formal realization of the 
great idea of a Christian state : of a body politic 
foimded on a spiritual basis, durable and glorious as 
the adamant of the heavens. 

They who hold the faith, as it was delivered, what- 
ever nominal church they may belong to, will not 
refuse to admit that piety and charity comprise the 
whole of religion, morals and politics. 

It must be in mockery to ask whether any govern- 
ment and people reflect the image of theocracy; but 
two facts are not to be lost sight of — ^the one, that 
these divine principles will work their perfect work 
in despite of adverse or imperfect positive institutions 
(these they must eventually re-organize) — the other is, 
that the individuals who hold these principles in faith 
and humbleness, are, de facto and de jure, capable 
of managing their own affairs, both for this world and 
p 
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for the next. Dictation for them in morals, politics, 
or religion, will be rather contemptible than hurtful. 

Regard being had to individual responsibilities, I 
should think that municipal and parochial forms were 
favourable to a moral realization of self-adjustments 
on a divine basis ; but as self-reliance is a mere 
delusion without self-denial and foresight is as neces- 
sary as labour, self-control, self-instruction, and self- 
reliance furnish the key-note for this harmony of 
realizations. 

I have proceeded on the supposition of Christian 
self-government on one hand, and political self-govern- 
ment on the other ; that is, on our status as British 
Christians and British citizens. Accepting these two 
conditions of social constitution, we have only to work 
out the political truths advocated to their legitimate 
consequences, in the midst of these British life-en- 
vironments, to become the mightiest and the happiest 
of communities. On these bases almost any amount 
of good can be constructed. Let us not be deluded 
with notions of difficulty, or confound what is difficult 
with what is impossible. It has been admirably ob- 
served, "that there is an impossibility about every 
great undertaking until it is done — or rather until it is 
begun." This is as true for an individual as for a 
people. My main drift is the excitement to individual 
effort. One thing can be done by us to make a good 
beginning in these great axioms, and that is a fusion of 
class-distinctions. One class must not say to another, 
" I can do without you." We can heal and harmonize 
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this fractional discord. Bj guilds for all classes, 
mingling their fellowship around some intelligible 
centres of attraction, great discontent might be pre- 
vented, or inquired into and redressed, as it arises. 
We hope to see this done at home by the umpirage of 
a selected and elected refereeship. The contests be- 
tween skilled labour and capital might be avoided in 
this way — ^for as they only arise when there has been 
a violation or forgetfulness of fundamental doctrines, 
they can only be rectified by resorting to the oracular 
solutions of individual conscience, with its simple but 
all-sufficient formulae of piety and charity. We say 
oracular and final solutions: a high matter this, in 
which the church of Christ should take the lead ; but 
no visible church has yet realized its precise mission — 
the re-union in obedience of man with God, and the 
re-union in charity of man with man. 

It would be no small service were some political 
artist to group for us in one picture (whether in marble, 
canvas, or plain letter-press, it matters not) all the 
great Ck>nstitution-giving of ancient or modem times, 
both sacred and profane. How reverently we should 
look upon the Hebrew group— on Moses and his prophet 
priests and prophet kings. We may yet decipher the 
tale of the Indian, Chinese, Assyrian, Persian and 
Egyptian legislators. With the Homeric sun of song 
shining in all hearts, we should come to Solon and 
Lycurgus — ^to Alexander, with his grand schemes for 
conquest and policy — ^to Romulus and Numa — to the 
Senates and the Forum and the Caesars — to the first 
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transcripts of the Gospels and Epistles, the everlasting 
Magna Charta — ^to Constantino — ^to the wondrous Ma- 
homet — ^to the chiefs of the Northern hordes — ^then to 
the West, and to Charlemagne — ^to our great Alfred 
— to William the Conqueror, the barons at Runny- 
mede, the bluff King Hal and his reform, the Long 
Parliament, the Convention Parliament, down to the 
heroic work of English gentlemen led by Washington — 
the Gallic revolutions, their regicides and constitutions 
— the Napoleonic regimes — ^not forgetting the extorted 
and violated engagements of German and Italian 
princes, especially that of Ferdinand the Fourth, of 
Naples — " Yes, my children, you shall have a consti- 
tution, one and even two, if you like." Such a story 
for the nations would be well worthy of their best 
pens, pencils, or chisels. There is a vexatious, per- 
tinacious human unity in this picturesque variety. If 
we could read it from first to last, perhaps its practical 
lesson would be, the sacred importance of individual 
right, duty and energy, and the supreme need of moral 
and intellectual light. But we are not dealing with 
the world's masses, or hewing away with our small 
chisel at any Mount Athos of nationality, and trying to 
carve it into some shape. We merely copy some lines 
from the grand old text book, and set them as codes 
of morals and politics before the old or new England 
citizen. 
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Corollaries. Law Slmpliflcations. Law War. Law Peace. 
Crime Treatment. Qualiflcations. Reformations. Re- 
sponsibilities of Society. 

The practical corollaries from these codes must par- 
take o^ their clearness, importance and comprehen- 
sivness. With moral and political principles of such 
simple yet universal applicability, no relation of right 
or duty is left unprovided for. They embrace our 
entire life in well-being : they should inform, regulate, 
and glorify every portion of it; but we have done what 
we could to repudiate and ignore them. 

The absolute individuality, that of each member of 
the community, once reposing on these bases, the social 
rights and duties of all, including the relations of 
government and subjects, would be recognized, and 
form the necessary, natural, and beautiful superstruc- 
ture. But as the sacred characteristics of the indi- 
vidual humanity, have been well nigh lost amongst us, 
those of the social humanity, of the true citizenship 
and countrymanship, have also disappeared. Here we 
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see the inevitable operation of the law of the indiri- 
duality — as is the atom so is the mass. 

The finest corollary is in the power of each of us — 
the personal or individual recognition of the codes. 
This condition precedent being loyally performed, we 
may deal clearly and sufficiently with patrial rights 
and duties — ^with nations, and even with the world's 
masses. Secure the central fulcrum of individual 
piety and charity, and the expansions of our home and 
colonial life will be amplified to their utmost. We 
have adopted a different course as individuals, and, 
therefore, we have taken a different course socially. 
Reform that unit we are the masters of, rectify our- 
selves in accordance with the divine will or law, and 
then we shall find but little difficulty in reconstructing 
the all. The original stock in moral as in physical 
life is ever the indivisible, indestructible and ultimate 
unit — ^it enfolds the reproductiveness of an infinite 
series, according to its kind — for good or for evil. 
These are truisms — but the morning stars rejoice 
again over the regenerated heart of the one! Every 
conscientious teacher of the young may plant this 
divine seed, and the harvest would, in due time, be — a 
world. 

Selfishness, not benevolence, is the prevailing idea of 
private, and, therefore, of public life. In all countries, 
at all periods, the course of individual, and, therefore, 
the course of general action, exhibit a profound unwil- 
lingness to be led by any other Demiurge than that of 
mere intellection or of sheer force. We have preferred 
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the discords of mutual fear, hate and mistrust to the full 
and clear harmony of the pure reason — ^although it maj 
come to us in the tones of the everlasting Love. We 
are alienated and estranged from each other, because 
of our abandonment of the central attraction, and are 
filled with the fruits of our own devices. We take 
refuge from each other in suspicions and repulsions. 
The wonder is that the civilization we boast of has 
not been engulphed long since in the Tartarus which 
underlies it. It may crash down at any moment into 
the chaos of fear and force: a few years since it was 
very near that catastrophe, throughout Europe. 

It is our lip-confession daily, that we have forsaken 
for the broken cisterns of our own hewing out, the 
divine fountain. Man's government has become sub- 
human, or rather anti-human. The law holds abso- 
lutely, that, as are the subjects so are the rulers. The 
subjects, therefore, must look to this business. The 
government of men will be in accord with the original 
institution of social life, then, and only, when each of 
our lives is in accord with it. Love and goodness 
come to us in all power and intelligence, to rule over 
us as the representatives of the Law-giver : we have 
deposed them from their rightful supremacy: until 
they be restored to the throne of each soul, the whole 
system of our aggregated sociality will be confused 
and sorrowful. His are we whom we serve. The 
Satanic rule of estrangement from the divine pre- 
dominates: it is counteracted only as the individual 
reasserts his allegiance to the Supreme benevolence. 
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The prince of this world has won his kingdom, and 
his rights are the rights of conquest : this same world 
has had a long trial of his sway: every fiery bond of 
it might be burst by every human spirit at this 
moment — ^the usurper over us is to be vanquished by 
each of us. But these thousands of years have not suf- 
ficed for this fearful experiment of living without or 
in violation of the express laws of the true God. The 
countless myriads with their countless woe, past and 
present — ^with their grim idols, their horrid wars, their 
envies and hates, malignities and crimes — are lost upon 
us: and yet the groan or sigh of one soul is loud 
enough to reverberate through eternity. The gates 
of hell have been opened in the very presence of the 
open gate of heaven: the true prayer of each true 
man would close those dark portals. 

The man of self-knowledge — ^the lover of his Maker 
and the lover of his neighbour, is intimately conscious 
of the fact, that his most exalted faculties can only co- 
operate with his highest aflections: the noblest for 
contemplation, reverence and love, are the noblest 
for action: power and intelligence wait upon them, 
to do the biddings of their inspiration, for all the 
aims, duties, rights and actualities of existence. 
Faith, in love and in goodness, makes the daily life 
of each a worship. Each one of us, even in these 
times, may catch some of those more than Orphean 
notes as they fall from that empyrean, which is full of 
them, but which our unbelief has darkened : each can 
prepare for that grand symphony of the hosts of all 
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tribes and peoples, which heaven and earth shall 
one day resound with. Unbelief is blind and deaf — 
with no ear or eye for the music of those supernal 
spheres, or the vision of the visitants from them. In 
and by faith we may each resume the attitude of 
listeners — some words may come: or that of expec- 
tants — some bright ones may glide down with an errand 
to us. The most glorious because the most loving of 
intelligences may even now be ready to discourse with 
us, as they undoubtedly are to minister to us ; but we 
are not ready. How the wings would flash, how the 
starry-voiced words would come, if we lifted up our 
hearts to welcome and to greet them ! We can each 
of us commune with the angel in charge of us — this 
is in the power of each one of us — ^for every true 
heart is an altar, and a mercy-seat is there set up, as 
in its preferential temple. 

'Tis souls see souls, as face sees face. 

We can draw the shining ones down. Each of us 
may realize the more than visible or audible messenger, 
if we will let our hearts dilate, even while walking 
this time-path, into the rhythm of the skies with them. 
Would envy, malice, and uncharitableness comport with 
such a companionship? No. Would the current wants 
or needs of our lives be neglected, while bestowing a 
rational attention only on such things, and not allowing 
them to quench supreme ends? or would the living 
interpretation of a dead nature fill us with self-impor- 
tance or self-conceit ? No. The titles of vanity or 
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the decorations of pride would be cast away as the 
badges of degradation, or as of no more account 
than the feathers and shells of a savage chief, in 
such a presence. How life would be enhanced, could 
we but secure such friendships! How bright would 
the heavens be, how luxuriant the earth! How the 
loveliness of woman would shine forth in the light of 
gladness and the beauty of her charms, and how radiant 
the babble of the childhood then surrounding her 
knee, in the home she adorned! How sweet and holy 
the toil of genius and industry in this work-day world ! 
How gentle and prevailing the law of honour and the 
courtesies of life — ^the links of brotherhood, the tics 
of families, and the bonds of patriot fellowship ! How 
poor the craftiness of the subtle, how abashed the 
chicane of the sophist ! How strong each man with 
one of heaven's own host by him ! How irresistible 
all! 

We will have none of this angel-world — let it pass 
for a rhapsody. We are of " this world" — absorbed in 
its routine, buried in its present, careless of its past, 
unconcerned in its future. The man of this world, who 
has been called Toutos cosmosy exhibits the very acm^ 
of indifference, the sublime of self-abrogation. The 
chaos gone, or the Hades to come, fail alike to make 
him pause. He is taken up with the fun or frolic, the 
chat or news, the farce, tragedy, or comedy, the pelf, 
wages, or honours of the day; and yet he manages, as 
he thinks well, all sublunary affairs. For preserving 
order he is content to rely on the summary staff of the 
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constable — ^for justice, he identifies the judge and the 
catchpole — ^for health of the body he resorts to an em- 
piricism perpetuated "by authority,** as for that of the 
soul to a compulsory cure " by authority" — ^for peace 
abroad he spends one thousand millions, heaps honours 
on the wasters of his treasury, and never secures the 
object sought. He cares not about rectifying the 
economy of labour or capital, and ventures on no 
radical adjustments in spheres professional, mercantile 
or monetary. The peddling simony, the racking usury, 
the grinding rental, the incorporated quackery, the 
sophistical pettifoggery, as well as the spurious traffic, 
the braggart puffery, and false measures, may be 
rampant, or will not be checked, for what he cares. 
The weary labourer or the starveling weaver may 
occupy his foul hovel, fetid garret, or mud cot within 
fever-stroke or typhus-range of the palatial noble or 
the millocrat — the ermined justice may revel in his pay 
or his pension while the suitor pines in rags or raves 
in straw — ^my Lord Dives is tolerated as a bishop, with 
Mr. Lazarus as his curate, in the House of God — ^for 
what he cares. Toutos cosmos ignores much, but he 
is all eagerness and appreciation for a pun, picture or 
glass palace, for prize fowl and fat cattle, or for a dwarf 
or a jig. Rights and mutualities of rights and duties, 
and happiness for each and all — ^let them pass ! He has 
shrines in plenty, with oracles to match, and these are 
by no means dumb. His seers and soothsayers are 
neither angelical nor exactly diabolical, but substan- 
tial, sensible, respectable, and solvent. He possesses 
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a certain relish for some excellent things in their waj 
— such as the formulae of mathematicians, surgeons' 
scalpels, chemists' crucibles, and mechanical contri- 
vances — ^he can read off the "taHsmanic tablets" of 
cookery books, lawyers' precedents, heralds' crests and 
coats — ^but the universal Sybil for Toutos cosmos^ 
without whose incantation he could not secure the 
comfort of a whisper from these, his highest enchanters, 
is the Sybil of the till, the guardian angel of the cash- 
box ! Here is his pearl of great price — and he unspheres 
his responses from the heaven of an iron safe. Sphinx, 
Python, or CEdipus were never so honourably housed 
or consulted so meekly, and yet so zealously. The 
Sybil of the till, to which may be added the mesmeric 
trances and table-rapping, complete the angel-world 
for Toutos cosmos! And yet it is in the power of 
each one of us, for ourselves and our children, to alter 
all this. 

The fact is, that fallen man has tried to coerce 
fallen man for six thousand years, and he has failed, 
and will always fail. It is the battle of the giants, not 
with the gods, but with each other. The government 
of man by man, and not by God, is usurpation — 
an anarchical innovation not to be tolerated for ever 
in the universe of love. We have been fatally suc- 
cessful in excluding goodness from the life-drama of 
our race ; and, therefore, every act of it, public and 
private, personal and general, now, yesterday, and all 
along up to the beginning, is unworthy of our origin 
and of our destiny — unworthy of our humanity-^f 
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the actors, the stage, the scenery, and the glorions 
spectators I 

The characteristics of the inner and outward life 
discover the supremacy of selfishness. It is not excep- 
tional but universal — ^it pervades all ranks and con- 
ditions of men. The military professions, those of law, 
physic and divinity, literature and politics, as well as 
the callings of trade and commerce, have lost their 
comprehensive and common affinity for the divine or 
universal idea — ^that of ministering to man's wants and 
requirements in accordance with man's endowments 
and the mutualities of right and duty. And yet what 
mottos and blazonries we carry I Look at Dieu et mon 
droit on our imperial arms, or Damine dirige nos as a 
municipal crest, or the magnificent words on the front 
of our metropolitan bourse. The earth is the Lordls 
and ike fulness thereof. We know better — we know 
all — ^but we feel nothing — and persist in living in 
open violation of our professed principles. Instead of 
building holy temples, we set up selfish Babels. Every 
guild has its tower of confusion— every pursuit is as 
the plain of Shinar, with its heaven-defying edifice, 
enlarging into a piece of impregnable castramentation 
daily, in spite of the varieties of dialect and all con- 
sequent misunderstandings. Each public is only some 
private Babel exaggerated — ^puU down the latter and 
the former will be easily demolished. Here again we 
must weary with the repeated assertion, that all depends 
on the individual man. 

We cannot take a complete survey of any of these 
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stupendous social structures. The Babel of the Laws 
alone would cover folios of letter-press to describe, and 
require more than one museum to enshrine even the 
relics of its ruins. We shall not enter its many cham- 
bers of darkness, where so many hapless captives have 
expired, and where so many still lie in their bonds. 
We shall just look at the system, and ask the indi- 
vidual man, if possible, to ignore it — ^to have nothing 
to do with it, except to help to re-construct it, on 
the ground- work of the divine jurisprudence. 

The civil and criminal law and its administration, as 
viewable in the light of our previous suggestions, may 
now be glanced at. We shall not perplex our readers or 
ourselves with the varieties of laws: if the intending 
coloniser is familiar with some professional distinctions 
he will lose nothing by not carrying them out with him 
— and if he is not acquainted with them, we can assure 
him that there is not a scintilla of goodness, whatever 
there may be of a vulpine astuteness, in a ship-load of 
the works containing them — they would be lumber for 
an armada. 

Believing in the maxims derivable from the state- 
ments in the foregoing chapter — that man must be 
governed by God, and that society is of divine origin 
and sustentation; also, that the cardinal principles of 
morals and politics are identical, and are comprised in 
the terms piety and charity; and that human jurispru- 
dence is only the actualization of these two laws for social 
protection: we shall measure all systems which profess 
to embrace the moral, political, or legal government of 
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man by the tests indicated in the two codes. Uniyersal 
benevolence, with power and intelligence for the means 
of its exercise, is the ideal of the God-like. No human 
law — ^to descend to the limited topic of ordinary juris- 
prudence— -can be revered or obeyed, whether styled 
natural, civil, canonical, political, or international law, 
which partakes not of the divine sanctions, by com- 
plying with the divine test : prove it to be the genuine 
emanation of the divine code, by whatever nomen- 
lature distinguished, and let its appointed adminis- 
trator regard it in this light, and the law shall be upheld. 
We can only recover the divine harmony in our social 
organization by adopting divine tests and methods, 
and applying them universally. As we cannot co-or- 
dinate man's law with God's, we must annul the 
earthly in order to observe the heavenly. 

There is only one prerogative lawgiver. He is sole, 
exclusive, ultimate, for in all things He must have the 
pre-eminence. Jesus Christ is the lawgiver. The 
principles here brought forward were revealed by 
Him. Any code of ours must conform to these divine 
rules; in which case, indeed, it would be rather pri- 
mordial than conventional. 

I do not recognize the idea of justice as primitive 
— ^it is a secondary sentiment: that of benevolence is 
primary and ultimate, therefore the exclusive basis for 
such a code. 

Seeing clearly with the excellent Bastiat, that the 
whole of human law is the securing of justice, and the 
whole force of any given community is but an orga- 
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nization for the prevention of injustice, we are yet of 
opinion that goodness strikes more directly at the root 
of wrong. The protection, therefore, of life and 
property is resolvable into a simple and direct accord 
with the benevolence, righteousness, and goodness, 
which constitute our ideal of divine humanity. 

Christ is the actual as well as the ideal representa- 
tive Man for God and for man! We are bound to test 
all codes of human law by His own criteria, piety and 
charity. None of them, it is to be feared, will bear 
this test. 

For the protection of rights and redress of wrongs, 
what has been our course of procedure ? The usual 
course when we deal with the ex-ccelo instructions. 
We have abundance of verbal homage for them, but 
they make no part of our practical life. In fact, we 
lead a creed life and a conventional life: the one is con- 
structed on opinions which we profess to believe on 
account of their divine origin; the other on some con- 
trivances of our own, which have no divine taste or 
recognition in them. On Sundays we associate our- 
selves with the sanctities of heaven — on other days we 
are governed by a sublunary code. According to the 
theory of our polity we are at no sniall public and 
private pains to devotionalize one day in seven from 
this world; but instead of carrying out the lessons of 
the day of rest into the days of work, we act, privately 
and publicly, as if they were not to be further thought 
of — as if our lives could be spent in the service of two 
masters. Divine rule must be the master principle, or 
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it is set at nought; for it is not more simple, pure, and 
comprehensive, than exclusive. For six days out of 
seven we push divine rule aside, aad derive our canons 
of life from the worst part of our two-fold nature. 
Our laws are the reflections of our selfishness : these 
edicts, with the history and application of them, make 
a complete Bible of Mammon, whose temple-service is 
duly celebrated four times a-year in Westminster. 
We are left to reap the fruit we have so assiduously 
cultivated: we have to bear the full penalty of the 
law's accumulating jargon, inconsistency, obscurity, and 
obliquity. The challenge may be safely made — has 
any party ever entered one of our many tribunals 
(albeit the courts are presided over and their business 
conducted with as much ability and conventional prin- 
ciple as can be found elsewhere) and come out of it 
satisfied ? We never heard of one. 

Whenever piety and charity, whose consummation 
is goodness, come into the field of legislation, the ex- 
isting system, both of law making and of law adminis- 
tering, will be remodeled : but as it has grown up in 
the course of centuries — as its language, forms, pre- 
cision, vagueness, grandeurs and meannesses have been 
the contribution of the ages of national life — as the 
whole of it is representative of the people, and neither 
better nor worse than they are — the peoples' life must 
be clearly regenerated, before their code of justice and 
its ministerial interpretation and administration wiU 
be thoroughly renewed. 

Our present civil system is one of war, and the 
6 



Digitized by Google 



98 



passions which it excites are the same as those of war 
— if downright war be more bloody, it is less harassing^ 
for it is sooner over and less expensive: both are 
anti-human. The legal Janus wears the face of the 
mighty demon on one side, and the countenance of 
some viler imp on the other. One is as much a 
piece of organized mischief as the other, with the 
hypocrisy of a simulated beneficence to add to the 
horrors of a genuine ugliness. Going to law and 
going to war mean the same thing — attack and defence, 
as we manage them, are barbarities — ^the most brute- 
like and the least man-like, the one as far as the other, 
and neither can be farther from, the Divine. 

But is not the system undergoing some admirable 
revisions ? Wash a blackamoor white ! No doubt it 
is going to pieces — breaking up — ^but not so much 
from the clear view of its wickedness as from a feeling 
of its inconvenience, costliness and absurdity. With- 
out reference to our improvements in crime treatment, 
we do not hesitate to assert that when statesmen are 
set in motion by the purveyors of quirks and gainful 
crotchets, they will never be permitted to proceed 
on any principle which can pretend to be a deri" 
vative from anything higher than an absolute self- 
interest. Efforts, originated in quarters where vanity 
is as rife as cupidity, even conceding some value up 
to a low mark, can only terminate unsatisfactorily, 
because the kernel-worm of all mischief will be care- 
fully preserved under the pretence of nibbling at the 
husk of certain worn-out formalities. These reforms 
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will never strike home boldly at the realities of right 
or wrong, as triable by the tests of heaven. The 
vaunted improvements must be superficial ; and will 
be found to be make-shifts and patch-work, lacking 
the vitality of the only sanction, however such re- 
formers may congratulate themselves, and we all know 
that they are not indisposed to call on the country to 
join in their own periodical pceans on their own 
achievements. Insignificant modifications will be the 
sole yet poor result, until the true criteria be recog- 
nised, and legislators take the " oath of supremacy" to 
them. It will be a repetition of the old story— one 
selfish evil exchanged for another selfish evil. This 
is quick work and clean, truly — evil devouring evil — 
one earth-born tyranny, abomination, or abuse of 
society supplanted by its like ! Be sure of this : evil 
seldom, perhaps never, destroys evil, except to repro- 
duce it. 

Goodness, the outcome of piety and charity, must 
possess the field and undertake the task: she alone 
will hold the scales of justice with unerring equity: 
there will be no need of a bandage over her eyes : but 
were she to come from the skies, all angel as she is, 
replenished with zeal, intelligence and mercy, her 
mission would fail, if she were inexorably yoked to our 
technicalities. 

When there is a sound moral feeling in respect to 
public litigation itself, it will be conclusively opposed 
to it : he who brings as well as he who sustains an 
action, will be equally blamed; for, prima facie, neither 
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are good citizens. The true remedy can only be 
hinted at — ^but before quitting this subject I would 
make one simple practical suggestion, and leave the 
views of " free justice" to be stated towards the close 
of our discourse. 

Supposing the question to be, how is civil peace 
to be promoted between citizen and citizen? or how 
is law-war to be minimised ? I would answer, if we 
must have some conventional arrangement for such 
law-war, let us derive a remedy from the Divine 
injunctions. Take a Christian maxim, and make, if 
you can, a law rule out of it. For instance, can the 
law of the duty of neighbours, "love thy neighbour 
as thyself," be so dealt with? It could be recognised 
as a rule or practice in questions between these neigh- 
bours, in some such way as this: — 

Compel the plaintiff to state the defendant's case, 
and compel the defendant to state the plaintiff's case 
as well as his own. 

Enjoin mutual statement, because it is founded on the 
cardinal maxim, " Do unto others as you would have 
others do unto you:" and I cannot but think that the 
most litigious neighbours would settle their own dis- 
putes. If they will become gladiators, make them 
exchange weapons— or as the tragic is allied to the 
farcical, if they will embark in such a donkey-race, let 
them ride each others' asses. 

In the 25th volume of the Gentleman's Magazine 
there is a hint of another kind. 
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29th August, 1755. 
Brecon Assizbs* — No trials, in consequence of the neigh- 
bouring gentry meeting once a month to decide all differ- 
ences." 

O, ye gentry of the New Englands, what a new 
order of the noblest might not ye become! 

I need say nothing of our most formidable High 
Court of Chancery: the Protestant Inquisition: yet 
there is a talk of conscience, forsooth, in the Protestant 
as well as the Papal tribunal. The amount of charity, 
piety, and goodness in both of these holy offices is equal 
— ^no more in one than in another — that is, there is none 
in either. The difference between them has been thus 
wittily stated: the Protestant Inquisition, instead of 
confining its victims in dungeons, allows them to go 
about, just as if they were not ruined — ^but they know 
better. 

It is astonishing how long a system may last, even 
when it has been condenmed by common sense. Kwe 
reflect for a moment on what this phrase means, we 
must be surprised at the tenaciousness of our law- 
tyranny. But the fact is, common sense is not a match 
for many evils: the slaying bolt must come from a 
different bow, and be discharged by a higher hand, 
than any which she can command or make use of. 
Consolidation and codiflcation are the ingenuities of 
common sense to frame a way of escape out of these 
labyrinths of legislation and coils of interpretation ; 
but even when they have been accomplished there will 
be no comfort for the suitor, until a basis be laid in 
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goodness and charity; and no end to the profitable 
enormities of litigation, until justice is free of all cost. 
We are still far from being exemplars or models 
in penal legislation. Diligent, widely diligent, from 
generation to generation have our statesmen been in 
matters of criminal legislation; but we can hardly 
assert that the enactors of our multifarious statutes 
have been qualified for their task. Here as elsewhere 
much actual work is wrong ; and the theory of terror 
or vengeance under which it has proceeded must be 
repudiated. Our former failures cannot be attributed 
to lack of talent or knowledge — for these abound in 
this country — ^but to the absence of high motive or to 
poorness of aim. Still there is more of a recognised 
mastery of these vast subjects and objects now than 
formerly, because there is an improving though some- 
what confused sense of responsibility. Success in 
these, as in all the other departments of legislative 
action, will be in proportion to the benevolence or 
goodness brought to bear on the work. In fact, the 
philanthropists [and the high names of Bomilly, Den- 
man, Brougham, Lushington, and Hill, derive their 
chief lustre from association with the noble worthies of 
this roll] were the first to bring even our penal legisla« 
tion into the light of inquiry; and the few though great 
and substantial improvements have been effected or sug- 
gested by them. The history of the modification of 
our penal code is important, as showing an advance in 
public opinion — an advance in the direction of good- 
ness and charity. 
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The qualifications for a lawgiver in civil, still less 
in criminal jurisprudence, cannot be over-stated. He 
will have to inquire into the source, cause, or occasion 
of social mischief. He will be especially bound to un- 
derstand the agent he has undertaken to coerce, as well 
as the kinds of wrong he has to counteract or punish. 
This can only be accomplished by investigating the ele- 
ments of humanity with singular care and earnestness. 
Motives in their whole range, and variations of cir- 
cumstance with its primary and secondary influences, 
will be open to his scrutiny. Proceeding in this 
manner and by degrees, proximate results may be in 
some measure foreseen, and ulterior consequences 
anticipated or controlled. 

From the theologian he will take the ultimate facts 
and principles of moral being; and thus be at no loss 
to find in the core of each heart the centre for all salu- 
tary operations, so as to determine the relations of man 
with man, of society with the individual, of man with 
the Supreme ; and then by a constant reference to the 
most exalted aspects, deal gently, firmly, and befit- 
tingly with the lowest exhibitions, of the human being. 
Justice, moderation, purity, humility, and hope will 
all help charity to the only weapons recognised in this 
conflict, and they will be irresistible. 

From the oracles of the poets he will learn what 
life is in all its phases of humour or tears, tragic or 
comic — from epic sublimities, varieties and deline- 
ations, down to the closer and more grotesque imita- 
tions of its all-wondrous course. 
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From historians and moralists, statists, philosophers, 
novelists, the enduring authoritiei?— coming from Moses 
and Homer, down to flj-sheets, blue-books, and those 
matchless stores, our Newspapers — ^he will gain an 
insight into the manifold sources and treatment of 
passion, emotion, sentiment — and learn something of 
the race he comes of, as well as of the era he belongs to. 

The accomplished law-maker will bring to this busi- 
ness of governing, coercing, or punishing, the genuine 
power of a God-fearing and man-loving heart. With 
such replenished insight, " kenning" the essential, and 
mastering principles, he will find matters of form easj, 
and the most complicated details simple. The streams 
of jurisprudence would then come of a pure well-head> 
having its rise from an elevation higher than the height 
or top of our civilization. The important and the 
formal portions of our code would equally attest the pre- 
sence of the most affecting and august considerations. 

How incalculable the value of a band of such phi- 
lanthropists in our legislative assemblies I We have 
many men of this mark out of, and an increasing 
number in, both Houses of Parliament, who need not 
be named, as they are conspicuous by their works and 
labours. We want more of them in this great business 
of un-making and re-making, in civil and criminal law. 

Man must be governed by God. A law can be 
good, sound, perfect, only as it comes from goodness — 
only as it is founded in some law of man's nature as 
the work of God. The code for the definition and 
penalties of crime must first be pure. The first thing 
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is a sound law, and then a sound enforcement. Sap- 
posing the future social jurisprudence to be under the 
government of piety and charitj, of goodness, of the 
divine law — some outrage or grave offence is comnutted 
— ^the magistrate does not bear the sword in vain — 
this crindnal is to be punished. Why? This is the 
first question. The general answer is, as a precaution 
against future offences. No human punishment as 
Blackstone, the ablest of commentators on our laws, 
asserts, can be considered in the light of an atonement 
or expiation for the crime committed, but as precau- 
tionary against future offences of the same kind. How? 
This is the next question; and we say, resolve it by a 
reference to piety and charity, to goodness, which will 
mete out the punishment best calculated to answer the 
end of precaution, and, incidentally, that which will be 
best calculated to reclaim the offender or criminal. 

We take it for granted that vengeance can no more 
be allowed as a motive than an end of punishment 
At least our criteria repudiate both. K we are to act 
as God's vicegerents, we must show mercy, not revenge. 
Vindication with us savours of vengeance — as if human 
beings could be safely entrusted with such responsi- 
bilities! Death, therefore, would be a punishment 
out of question, even for murder. Physical anni- 
hilation or death, as a sentence of justice is not pun- 
ishment. That can only be called punishment which 
we can see the full effects of, in the guilty party. We 
want to see what success attends our vindication of 
the law. And to hang or behead a man, or to stick 
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him like a pig, or poison him outright [by^the-bye 
if we were to resort to such unusual courses as these we 
should soon see the enormity of the system] is not pun- 
istmient, but destruction. We get rid of our relations 
with him because he is a malefactor, in this summary- 
method. We, without clear warrant, send him to take 
his stand at the dread tribunal before which we 
must all shortly go, in order that we may be quite 
sure he can do us no further harm; though we cannot 
estimate the mischief we do by the example set in 
every case of a legal, physical immolation. Thfere can 
be no stronger evidence of a demoralized public motive 
than the violation of human life under the plea of pre- 
serving it. Each court of criminal law is turned into 
the vestibule of a slaughter house — ^we protect our 
homes by holding a human shambles near them four 
times a-year! Our civilization in this the nineteenth 
century, subdues its terror or gluts its vengeance, by 
means of a rope — some twisted hemp, with an artistic 
tie properly a^usted, is the small, but sure, cheap, and 
ultimate filament on which the social safety and glory 
are suspended, along with the malefactor. The millions 
of stalwart Britons are not able to manage this one 
culprit — so they hang him I If we polled the United 
Kingdom, we should find the influential as well as the 
rabble classes in favour of the gibbet and cord — ^the 
condemned sermon and Jack Ketch, 

God forbid that this state of things should be con- 
tinned I Goodness has not merely larger heart than 
justice, but a far deeper policy. 
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The difficulty as to dealing with secondary or the 
only admissible sort of punishments, has probably been 
exaggerated. With a sound law, dictated by goodness, 
there will be a sound enforcement, dictated by the same 
inspiration. In every case the punishment for crime 
should be founded on, and adapted to the character of 
the criminal; and here we may divide all criminals into, 
juvenile and adult — ^age, education, sex, origin, domi- 
cile, condition, profession, are all-important classifica- 
tions in connection with crime treatment and crime 
prevention. 

Reformation being one object of punishment, all 
reformation must begin with confession ; and con- 
fession must be voluntary and penetential. 

Were we satisfied of the possibility (which we are 
not), it would be an immense advantage to have the 
criminal's statement confirmed, modified, corrected, or 
illustrated, by mesmeric inquisition. When the laws 
of zoistical action are better understood, it should 
be resorted to in all cases where the malefactor's con- 
fession or penitence is dubious, unworthy of credit, or 
unsafe for sanitary and remedial courses. 

As idleness and ignorance are the main sources of 
crime, the remedies are employment and instruction. 
Bodily stripes" are not to be omitted in special 
cases ; but they would be improperly resorted to 
where the body is enfeebled, the mind weak, or the 
conscience seared, either in juvenile or adult cases. 

The social criminal is the genuine product of the 
social system. The guilty man may have to suffer 
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individually, but the guiltj Rocietj cannot escape 
collectively — and society does not escape. Transpor- 
tation being virtually abolished, we shall have to bear 
here, as the colonies will have to bear there, our re- 
spective burdens. The magistrate can only deal 
with the wrong-doer in the spirit of goodness as well 
as of justice. For the individual man, responsibility 
comes of his free will, and is natural and necesssary : 
let this fallen unit be made to bear and feel the full 
but not exclusive burden of his guiltiness. Society 
must not escape, for either directly or indirectly it has 
itself generated the evil which the criminal imper- 
sonates. None can be said to have done their duty 
or a tithe of their duty in reference to the criminal, or 
any other portion of the population of the country. 
Have the rigorists of exaction, who presume to repre- 
sent the social system, when they call for the vindication 
g£ outraged laws, exhausted the resources of precept, 
example, self-sacrifice, combination, contribution, to 
prevent these acts of fraud or violence? Assuredly 
— no! The scheme of the world's redemption rests 
upon the responsibility of one man for another— of 
neighbour for neighbour. In days of yore the hun- 
dred or county was made liable for the misdeeds 
done in it, and all had to present themselves periodi- 
cally before the king's representative to take their 
share in this responsibility. This is the hostage system 
of heaven — try it on earth. As Christians — as indi- 
vidual Christians, capable of any amount of vigorous 
association for good — not as nominal Christians, merely 
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massed together by accident — ^we are the pledges and 
mutual hostages for each other throughout the whole 
range of society. Crimes of all kinds would be 
exceptional rarities instead of accumulating per cent- 
ages on our numbers, were this universal misericordia 
cultivated, and the pervading responsibilities of a 
genuine charity, by deed and in word, realized. 

The proposal for a national system of State educa- 
tion would fail in the long run to meet those social 
disorders out of which crimes of all kinds spring. I 
hazard the opinion with diffidence, but I think that it 
would be no preventive of either the greater or lesser 
criminalities. But that is no sufficient reason, taken 
by itself, for not trying it on the independent ground 
of right and duty, if such grounds can be established, 
as well as for the mere lower world-wealth and world- 
comfort it would secure, in the new social capital it 
would create. This is another matter. I should have 
no objection to an experimental appropriation of 
national funds on the largest scale of compulsion, if it 
could be shown that the State is bound to furnish 
either knowledge, morals, or work: the people are, 
and they can find all of them. I shall recur to this 
topic. The point is determinable not by expediency 
merely, but by a reference to the free conscience of 
the people themselves; and this free conscience is not 
amenable to any real or numerical delegation or repre- 
sentation — for its criteria are personal, and the ultimate 
sanctions cannot be identified with any form of human 
force or compulsion. 
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Home and Colony Questions. Nationalities. Crushed Indi- 
yidualities. Besurrections. Wars and Rumours of 
Wars. 

The cardinal principles of the ruling reason will be 
further elucidated in the discussion of other practical 
corollaries. The knotty questions awaiting determi- 
nation here will be colony questions ; at least so long 
as our relations subsist, it would be too much to ex- 
pect that any colony, founded on a British Act of 
Parliament, would be quite clear of them. They will 
be adjusted and settled on the same grounds, at home 
and in the colony, if they be rightly settled. 

Some questions are peculiarly English. Many 
grave matters are still open here which were long 
since closed in the United States. The slavery which 
we bequeathed to them, and the annexations they 
imitate of the repudiated parent, are yet permitted 
to remain for the present, in a darkness which cannot 
c<miprehend the true light of adjustment. Let us note 
that as their questions of slavery and annexation are 
far more difficult than ours, the greater will be the 



Digitized by Google 



Ill 



honour of their settlement. Long before the final 
expansion is given to the map of their grand Union, 
the slavery question will have been settled. How 
grateful we should be that our colonists start clear of 
the portentous difficulty of a domestic, black serfdom. 

France starts great questions with every successive 
generation, but never solves any : they are stifled in 
anarchy or despotism. And in other countries, wher- 
ever the intellect has had sagacity enough to propound 
some primary problems in politics, the heart has never 
been stout enough to work them out. 

All the debatable questions at home will also come 
before the colonists for settlement : whatever they may 
be, bring in the infallible criteria of piety and charity for 
their solution : an English colony will soon find itself 
engaged in the momentous issues of a free conscience : 
all argumentation, as to its import and consequences, 
in any given case, will be the same there as here. 

This is the only country in the world, excepting 
the United States, where the free conscience and its 
subduing corollaries can be discussed, or is cared to 
be discussed. We cannot proceed with our brief 
sketch without expressing our sympathy with our 
continental brethren — ^without a sigh for the crushed 
nationalities of Europe ; say, rather, for its crushed 
individualities; and as our theories of national life 
are cosmopolitan, we will advert to some matters of 
foreign policy afiecting all states, and therefore nearly 
concerning our own. Before entering upon some of 
the main questions involved in the doctrine of a free 
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conscience, let us look at this beautiful Europe! The 
colonists may be soon, but we shall never be, disen- 
tangled from its political complications. From the 
old world's moral influences there can be no clear 
severance. The amount of individual power and 
happiness wasted throughout Europe should induce 
us all to praj for the restoration of personal rights. 
For each soul, not for nationalities even, save onlj on 
the basis of the individual regeneration, let us pray! 
Crowns and sceptres, flags, eagles, orders, decorations, 
have lost the spell in their blazoniy: no radiant 
chivalry, enthusiasm or heroism can be identified 
with the toys of tyrants or the gewgaws for slaves. 
The subjected peoples may pipe, dance, sing, play, 
carve and paint, make iron roads, beautify palaces, 
adorn cities, buy and sell, spin and weave, or sow and 
reap: but, although trampled upon, they are not un- 
conscious of their bonds : nor are they unheedful of 
the vassalage or confederacy of their tolerated sove- 
reigns to or with the arch-enemy of all the rightful 
allegiancies, whose usurpation — so interwoven with 
their precarious dynasties — nothing but a series of 
political convulsions, exploded by a satanic infidelity, 
can relieve the world of. For as we believe in 
Divine superintendence, so we must endeavour to 
recognise the Divine interpositions. War, like other 
suffering, is but one of the many rods of His chastise- 
ment : it is an evil which our own crimes and vices 
only could bring upon us — the passions evoke their 
natural destructiveness — the Divine interposition is 
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shown in pui^ng evil at the cheap expense of calamity. 
The scenes of time are not likely to be free from 
this tremendous scourge— they, too, will close after 
a final battle — ^the intermediate vision is crowded 
with contests. The hearts of men seem set on the 
sword's arbitrament. When the Gordian knot of any 
national evil takes its last tangling twist beyond all 
loosing, it has to be summarily cut by this ultimate 
weapon. The great and bad old Eome was destroyed 
in this way — ^the vile modem Rome will be destroyed 
in this way: the former fell in a disruption of dark- 
ness — ^the latter will fall in an eruption of light; but 
the sword gleams aloft through both catastrophes, and 
down comes the smiting wrath. 

Still we say uplift the prayer, not for kings or 
peoples — ^but for each man and woman lift the humble 
prayer for illumination and deliverance. 

Plead, aye plead with heaven and earth, for the 
restoration of individualities. Sterling, private, and 
domestic worth alone has kept these degraded nation- 
alities from falling into anarchy; their redemption 
from aggregations and centralizations lies in this source 
or store of all true power. That is, the nearer we 
approach to the responsH)ilities of each, the safer for 
the all. Here is the secret of regeneration. 

What might not France have been if Frenchmen 
had been allowed to think and act for themselves: 
each for himself, without the constant meddling and 
dictation of a parental state-craft, or the still more 
searching inquisition of a maternal priest-craft: if, in 

H 
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short, their individualitj, with ail its corollaries of 
liberty, had been respected. With such ingenuity 
and energy as theirs— emancipated first for their own 
work, and then for the general cause of human ad- 
vancement — how much they would have accomplished! 
With their climate, their skill in the arts, their apti- 
tude in the exact sciences, their sunny gaiety and 
their clear, comprehensive, analytical intellect^ and 
gallant hearts — ^great as their past achievements have 
been, they have not yet wrought out more than a 
fraction of their conquests. To do this effectually, 
each man and woman of France must assert their 
personality— distinguish themselves from the mass, re- 
pudiate the notion of a pseudo-omnipotent and pseudo- 
omniscient nationality, and resume their individuality 
—cultivating themselves on the basis of this law, 
which makes simple but complete provision for the 
rights, privileges, and glories of all, by securing those 
of each : the dignity and independence of each accu- 
mulating in the total outcome for ail: this law of 
individuality being the true law of atomic relation for 
the constitution of the whole — ^that is, of a homogeneal 
and divinely ordered nationality. 

Even within the last eighty years what have not 
the French done and suffered, either for the right or 
the wrong, of their own world and of our world I 

They kindled mighty coals on the altars of all souls. 
And poured fresh tides electrical between the aged poles : 
They burst many bonds, and forged of them the flEur, 
Rosy-red links of that gold chain which reaches to Joves' chair- 
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They lifted up the world's great heart with glorious unrest. 
Till man's transfigured destiny outglowed in Time's dim 
breast I 

This famous people are not likely to be cajoled out 
of their mission in Europe by identifying themselves 
with the Sclavonic serfdom — ^the most advanced, with 
the lowest of the continental races. The impor- 
tance of exchanging wines and brandies, china and 
tapestry, for tallow, hides, and flax, may be admitted, 
without including in the barter the allegiance of 
France to her destiny. Her light and glory in art 
and science, in philosophy, oratory or poetry — her 
successes in every department of action, which valour 
could consecrate — her achievements in every field 
of enterprise, which genius, skill or industry could 
adorn — can be enhanced only by reciprocating and 
perpetuating the fraternal rivalry of her solitary Equal 
— ^not by linking them with the fortunes of a barbarian 
aggressor, whose alliance could add nothing to her 
power, and could only be purchased by perfidy to 
that Equal, ruin to her neighbours, and disgrace to 
herself. 

State-craft and priest-craft hold an absolute sway 
with the other Latin nations — and where are the 
once indomitable German people ? What fine minds 
and noble hearts ! In spite of governmental and sa- 
cerdotal misrule, how they yet replenish the world's 
stores of wisdom and love ! The efforts of all these 
peoples at sudden emancipations, their internal and 
external struggles, their periodical phrenzies and apa- 
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thies — ^now civil carnage, then external aggression — 
are so many warnings for us English of the conse- 
quences of abandoning first principles : most pregnant 
illustrations of the all-but-insuperable difficulties of 
reviving freedom, either in form or reality, for the one 
or for the all, when once lost. 

France, by her alliance with England, is taking a 
sure course for her own good, for the equal good of 
both countries, and of the world. The courts may act 
as they please or as they dare : the people's alliance, 
let us hope, will rest in the sole basis of all lasting 
friendship — mutual advantage and mutual respect. 
The combination of the Teutonic and Sclavonic des- 
potisms, if not actually broken up, will be powerless 
in their pressure upon the best interests of Europe, 
It is impossible to overrate the gravity of the con- 
sequences of this severance. The true remedial 
course in France is to return to simple, individual 
rights and duties. Then (not till then, we fear) will 
she help with all her might and majesty to restore the 
fallen nationalities, on the basis of individual right. 
Poland, Hungary, Italy, Greece, will revive with her 
own resurrection. Britain and the United States, 
the two Titans of liberty, will not hold back from 
the good work. And much to the joy of our new, the 
temple of manhood will no longer be a ruin in the 
old, world. 

The sighs of the martyrs may be unheard by mo- 
narchs — they are not unheeded by peoples. Our hopes 
are dim — for the national redeemers must be first 
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redeemed themselves: but the Anglo-French alliance 
I maj yet accomplish the predicted results. 

For when those eagles woo the breeze 
With the guly dragons of the seas, 
Poland shall call by each sad token, 
For her robber-yokes to be broken — 
Italy be the Italian's own — 
Qreece bnild a £idrer eastern throne — 
Hungary free, (Mice more be placed 
At the danger-post she always graced — 
The czar's red sun set where it rose. 
Be fire-girt round his crimsoned snows — 
The Crescent left to its sure waning — 
The Cross in the might of tears reigning, 
Its Holy Land holily regaining. 

Were the Christian religion believed as well as 
professed the world's ruling races would have been at 
a good accord long ago ; but so far is it from exclu- 
sively governing, that it has been itself corrupted, 
and turned into an engine for all evil ; that is, for all 
the evil which state-craft through priest-craft could 
inflict upon humanity. Peace is out of the question 
while the divine system is treated in this way. God 
in his providence forbids the safe repudiation of His 
laws by man. There is an organic arrangement per- 
vading the relations of the human family, which 
involves even the extinction of whole peoples, rather 
than the perpetuation of degeneracy. 

There are distinct races in the world; and some are 
the predominating races. The conventional counts 
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for but little in tho presence of physical refdities. 
The human family is divided into races, so as to make 
all the members of it more directly amenable to the 
highest influences. One race is called to correct 
another : sometimes to raise and purify — sometimes to 
destroy : extinctions and revivals are thus within the 
order of mundane laws. 

The ruling race must have a ruling principle : this 
will shape that special work, the doing of which will be 
the final end of its national existence ; but there is no 
instance of such a race being consciously intelligent of 
its mission, a priori. 

The Anglo-Saxon race is a ruling one, if there ever 
were such ; and it is chargeable with the ruling re- 
sponsibilities. We will dwell awhile on this point in 
regard to our own country. 

If we take their exact measure by the amount of 
pcLst power which they represent, for present and 
future nationality-achievements, these responsibilities 
cannot be rated too highly. 

Thus the precise mission of the Jew, as the almoner 
of God's law to the world, is revived here ; and Britain 
has in the Bible, with its accumulations of power, the 
largest share of this special mission, as firm believers 
and its universal distributors. The free possession 
of that book is the greatest, by far the greatest fact in 
our outcome, even for the rough work of the world's 
affairs, and our unquestionably permanent and para- 
mount share in that work. 

Then the Greek's special mission, following the 
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Phoenician (a recognised type of our own nation), in 
bringing art, literature, and philoB(^hy, and commerce, 
colonization, and liberty into the world for its illumi- 
nation and delight, and evoking the full exercise of 
every human faculty, has fallen upon our race and the 
times of our race, in fair proportion with the other 
nations of our modern eras* 

Then the old Roman's mission, in bringing the 
world under the bondage of one civil law, has been 
but too accurately revived in our own peculiar tradi- 
tions and customs : not to speak of the Roman words 
in our tongue, no other people has so accurately as 
the British learned the lessons of governing power, of 
imperial rule, which the grand sweep of the Roman 
sway taught the world ; and with all our extraordinary 
and characteristic modifications of foreign influences, 
we may yet see the consequences of our former colo- 
nial intercourse and dependence, and of our latter con- 
nection with Rome, through Papal periods, in our freest 
recognitions and adaptations of the imperial notions 
of justice, both in their form and spirit. 

The singular insulation of our country did not pre- 
vent us from feeling the full consequences of the bar- 
barian irruptions and migrations. They brought and 
planted their languages, institutions, and manners; 
and these we have moulded, absorbed, and modified : 
we have made them our own. From the Saxons and 
the Norseman we derive our special physical stamina, 
and nine-tenths of our physical character. We shared 
with the mighty barbarians, too, in the ecclesiastical 
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shaping of our religion. The Christianily, which we 
got £rom Borne, might have been, and was, but a 
Roman heathenism, modified bj some Jewish perver^ 
sions of the original story of human Redemption ; but 
such as it was it made us kin" with the rest of 
Europe ; and the more capable in our turn, from this 
very kinship in corruptions, to become of service in 
their correction. 

Power, therefore, the power of the past, so far as we 
are concerned as a people, is not lost, but lodged in our 
hands, and is in our safe keeping, every precious atom 
of it. The value of the store of each grain is beyond 
the estimate of any mint measure or analysis. 

To complete the idea, we must add our connection 
as a Western Power with the East : thus helping to 
bring about the union which was lost on the plains of 
Shinar : the West embracing the East. 

Think, moreover, of the kind of charge we have in 
the East ; not only of the amount in numbers of mil- 
lions, but on the character of those millions, religious^ 
moral, physical. Whatever of past power was dis- 
tributed amongst these two hundred millions we have 
charged ourselves with the care of, for their future 
good. We, being so few and so remote, our empire in 
India is, perhaps, the most marvellous illustration of 
positive rule ever seen ; the positive rule of a ruling 
race. There, in India, it is positive rule — conquest, 
administration, and government mean the same thing 
there. We shall rule its Peninsula for ages, if we 
prove ourselves worthy, that is, capable of this stupeu- 
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dons trust. In all human probability, our conquest 
may be the last possible metamorphosis for India ; at 
least, we do not exactly see who is to take the business 
out of our hands ; for if the Anglo-Indians could 
manage it in nominal independence of this counrry, 
the British would still be the virtual governors. The 
rule we exercise is the only one possible as yet — 
that of the steel sword of the warrior, and the iron 
pen of the fiscal officer, in its positive outcome ; but 
really tiiey are both wielded in reference to a public 
opinion there as well as here. When the former is 
sufficiently strong, growing up by small beginnings of 
self-rule for the Anglo-Indians, by gradual fusions and 
combinations with the higher natives (and of what 
they are capable of doing we have had recent ex- 
amples), the English will only be too glad to escape 
from direct imperial responsibilities, by devolving 
them on the genuine representatives of our race. 

Self-rule for the Anglo-Indian will be a work of 
time; but only a work of time. It will be first found 
necessary for public works, such as railroads, irriga- 
tion, and harbours: and we see no special limit to 
capital finding its way to India, when it is not ham- 
pered by too much governmental meddling. Security 
and non-interference are the bases of monetary and 
commercial actions. The more complete the facilities 
for British investments in India, the surer the improve- 
ment in its government. The English must be as 
much interested in India as they are in Lancashire or 
Yorkshire. It would be a more sensible investment 
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of our spare fifty or sixty millions to send them to 
India than to lend them to the despots of Europe for 
their railroads. In the Peninsula we should secure an 
area as yet unopened, where there are greater resources 
of combinable labour than anywhere else. Let twenty 
British capitalists head the list for carrying out Indian 
territorial improvements, and they will regenerate the 
east and the west at the same time. What a world's 
era the complete arterial system for canalization and 
for roads, there, will make I If we do not impede the 
works of intercommunication and irrigation by an 
unnecessary costliness, these water and iron ways will 
soon be cut or laid from end to end and side to side 
of this most wonderful of dependencies, which will 
be literally waving with profits in perpetuity. 

Why should the British people be charged with 
this amount of oriental power? Certainly not for the 
sake of periodical dividends on Indian war stocks ! 
The main solution lies here : this ruling race has got 
one religion and one book to circulate in the East; and 
we believe our mission will not cease till this duty has 
been performed by us. All these vast material re- 
sources will have to be developed, just to give the poor 
tawny Hindoo that creed and book. On the roads 
which we are making— on all roads the New Testament 
will find its way to them, page by page, perhaps word 
by word, and age by age, till it reaches the hearts of 
these swarms, and they will be ^'changed." 

Our oceanic colonies will exert a great, probably 
the greatest, amount of influence on the whole charac- 
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ter of the East Australia, India, China, will be next- 
door neighbours, and Western America will be brought 
I near to them all. The complexion of Asiatic societj 

for all coming time, I was nearly saying, will be deter- 
mined by the Anglo-Saxons and their descendants in 
the southern seas. The East is their natural ally: 
we of the West have brought them together. May 
they complete, with more worthy and glorious means, 
what we have only inaugurated! 

Our North American colonies, the greatest achieve- 
ments of the Anglo-Saxon race, will have to be 
identified by direct representation or incorporated 
with the United Kingdom — ^they will then exert an 
equal influence upon Europe on the east, upon the 
destinies of America south, and upon the Asiatic 
world on the west ! 

A nation with this range of duties before it would 
appear to be so progressive, aggressive, and conquering, 
that the wonder is, not that we are at war, but that 
we are ever at peace, when we look at the other ruling 
races by whom the Anglo-Saxon has been so long and 
is still confronted : the Latin, the Teutonic, and the 
Sclavonic peoples, who surround us on all sides- 
together with the environment of two corrupt or false 
religious powers, which are of no race — ^the Papal and 
Mohammedan, with both of which we happen to be 
most unfortunately now and then identified. While 
no genuine expansion of a state's power is permanently 
checkable, we are mixed up with these religious powers 
in the somewhat chimerical project of limiting the 
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expansions of Russia bj defining some of her ontpostSy 
at a cost which cannot be computed hj our losses or 
compensated hj our gains. Here it may be asserted, 
tiiat the safety of the world is not to be secured by a 
war of ou^sts, when those who are most interested 
keep aloof: the Germans who hold these frontiers are 
doomed to atone for their part in the spoil of Poland 
by the loss of their own independence. 

Contests are inevitable when there is nothing to 
prevent them but mutual fear — and this fear brings 
about the collision it would avoid. International dis- 
trust leads to preparations for the worst. All the 
nations of Europe are armed at all points, and touchy 
and sensitive accordingly. Neither the nostrum of 
arbitration or non-intervention will ever be resorted 
to or adopted. The peoples must 'take the matters 
of quarrel out of the hands of their governments, by 
acting on the reciprocities of good neighbourhood- 
ness. Until this state of international amity, the amity 
of the peoples, is brought about by Divine Provi- 
dence, war is inevitable ; and there is no hope for such 
international amity abroad till we nourish, cherish, 
and exemplify it at home. As wars arise from the 
character of subjects rather than from that of the 
governments there will be no end to them so long as 
that character remains as it is. 

These contests have always something else than 
the force for the motive— something beyond the means 
for the end. It is this precise something which deter- 
mines the law of the special contest — ^which settles by 
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unsettling, makes bj remaking, and by putting a 
finishing stroke to certain worn-out things of race, 
custom, regime, or routine, enables one or both of the 
contending parties to start a firesh series of things — 
onwards to expansions and improvements, or down- 
wards to the common finale of the effete — ^absorption 
or dependence. 

Despotism wiU work its Ofwn ruin in its own way, 
but with what an untold expenditure of human misery ! 
The despotisms of our day must have an uneasy time 
of it: far more so than formerly; from the far greater 
chances of antagonism, both from their own subjects, 
their allies, and their enemies, arising out of pre- 
vailing ideas, and their wider diffusion in modem 
times — ^from art and science, and from the facilities of 
personal intercourse and conmierce, in all discoveries 
and suggestions, wants and requirements. 

Let it be observed also that the priest and the 
soldier are still the united servants of despotism. No 
sooner, however, is any spiritual or temporal tyranny 
thoroughly organized for the internal purposes of em- 
pire, than it finds itself compelled, by some external 
occasion or by the operation of the causes just adverted 
to, to relax its grasp, and appeal to the sympathy of 
the very opinion it has outraged or would crush. Or 
if there be no such dangers, the government, which 
relies, either on its organized brute force or the myr- 
midons of its superstition — ^its soldiers or its priests — 
never be able, permanently, to prevent the natural 
and necessary re-actions of anarchy or infidelity: these 
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spontaneous efforts of relief are always watched with 
profound interest hj the friends of humanity. 

Relying on the testimony of experience, henceforth, 
we have far more to hope from the force of our 
example than from the force of our arms. But we 
repeat, that our "example** must be a very different 
thing from any we can set at present. Before we can 
preach up peace and non-intervention abroad, we must 
practice it at home, where we are in the habit of doing 
every day as much selfish mischief and occasioning as 
much misery as it would take a dozen campaigns to per- 
petrate. In every court of law, high or low, in every 
market, on every petty exchange, in every trade or pro- 
fession, there is a spirit of jealousy, exaction, competi- 
tion, malignity, and envy, which are more deadly than 
any Leipsic or Waterloo. Quench these practices and 
corruptions, and then — ^for the "example I*' 

Were national conduct founded on national pro- 
fession, on the holy principles of the creed professed, 
we should take such a part for the weak against the 
strong, as would insure us finer victories than any we 
have yet won. The balance of power would become a 
righteous theory, instead of a sham. We should, then, 
cultivate the religion of national fraternity. Identified 
more and more with peoples, their rulers would only 
be the representatives of a natural progress. This is 
people's work — ^literally international work — ^the true 
holy alliance — that of the peoples, not of kings. 

Let us recover our lost affinity for all the races by 
doing them good: for we have given and we have 
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sustained injuries. A word spoken in time hj our 
rulers to their rulers, to be followed up by a blow 
when a whole race is to be served hj the sacrifice of a 
few dynastic abominations, would be serviceable. 

Is fair and free England, with her colonies, to 
become the dupe of stale delusions again? Are we to 
return to an exploded superstition, as well as cleave 
to covetousness ? God forbid ! 

Manmion prepares for the judgment of any slavery 
whatever. We have the best authority for saying 
that covetousness is idolatry. No other form of 
superstition is so base and debasing as the love of 
money. A covetous people are as cruel as they are 
credulous, as weak as they are corrupt. The Mam- 
mon-smitten man thinks that he can even bribe hatreSi 
or buy off final damnation — and there is more than 
one superstition always in waiting to nurse his de- 
lusion, and take the fees for his assurance and comfort. 
A covetous people believe in the omnipotency of coin, 
and the impregnability of their strong box. They 
think that they can purchase friendship, and union, 
and peace, and glory — ^that they can redeem, disperse, 
or compound for ruin, and dissipate the storms of ven- 
geance or of anarchy, by distributions and largesses. 
They delude themselves with the notion that we can 
preserve the national position without exercising the 
virtues which won it; as if a people could flourish 
without progress, or progress could be sustained with- 
out independence — or independence be maintained 
without worth and bravery, and self-denial, and in- 
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dustrj, and temperance, and justice, and the constant 
practice of an heroical benevolence, accumulating only 
to disperse, and diffusing in order to gather. 

To complete the panopolj of a nation we must wear 
the armour of an invincible faith, and cover it with 
the inviolable robe of charity. Oh, for some blast to 
rouse our people! Ask rather for the still small 
voice" to touch their God-like reminiscences, and 
make heroes of them, and divine co-workers again. 

Is the mission of an English patriot fulfilled when 
he has won the privilege of taxing his ruler's bill of 
costs ? Is an Englishman only a mere gross anvil for 
the Thor of taxation to hanuner at with any effect ? 
It looks like it. 

*The British lion has got a financial thorn in its 
foot — and they who manage the thorn manage the 
lion. The keepers of the lion are the guardians 
of its trouble: a fine creature in pitiable plight! 
Our modem statesman's whole duty is to get that 
once formidable paw into his hand, like some false 
Androcles, not to extract, but to pretend to extract 
the mischief; while our simpering Britannia, armed 
with the immortal trident and leaning on the renowned 
shield, superintends the delusive operation, and sheds 
her sweetest smiles most cheerfully on the tribe of 
quacks and accoimtants, to the exclusion of her better 
servants. 

The elemental corruptions are not to be smoothed 
down by connoiseurs in arithmetic. It is a true 
thing, and it will never be either unfashionable or 
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useless — but it is not the thing wanted, this arith- 
metic — other numbers and diviner ratios must be 
invoked and applied, to win the rhythm of a world's 
heart-play. 

Mr. Canning's prediction of a war of principles 
came of no true vision of the strife of the times we are 
entering upon. It was dictated or coloured by the 
special revolutionary doctrines which he spent his 
feverish life in trying to understand, modify, ridicule, 
or punish. The political abstractions, which he thought 
were to set the world in a blaze, have been tried, and 
are found wanting. The coarser doctrines of political 
rights and wrongs may lead to a few civil broils ; but 
they are not worth going to war about. Who would 
get up an international war for all or any of the 
points of the " People's Charter," for instance ? or for 
such vague sighs as " Equality, Fraternity, and Li- 
berty," when the meaning of these sacred words was 
interpreted by those Gallic promulgators, who fail to 
recognise their dependence on that individuality of 
conscience, duty, and energy, which is the fountain 
of truth, love, and freedom. 

If we must have a war of principles, let it involve 
some sure, clear, permanent, universal good. Is there 
any good which can be so promoted ? Yes! For the 
the restoration of the crushed Christian nationalities 
of Poland, Hungary, or Italy, we would go to war ; 
but not till we had well plied the weapons of celes- 
tial make and temper ; if they were well plied we 
should have no war, but engage in restoration: 
I 
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Relay old Europe's bulwarks for final Balvation: 
Restore the liying landmarks built on time and the past: 
And for millennial glories raise up each crushed nation. 

The world's redemptioD, in the highest sense, will 
not be promoted by the use of gunpowder in any quan- 
tity, great or small: nor will it be permitted to be 
hindered by the use of it. Somehow, this same gun- 
powder enters largely into all our calculations of 
security, freedom or expansion. Either the use of 
it or the fear of it makes it an ultima ratio for the 
police-business of the world. Can we blast certain 
rocks without it ? Could England hold her own for a 
day without it ? This earth may dispense with it when 
the sky ignores thunder and tempest ; not before. 

There is nothing for the healing of the nations* 
wounds in the policy of the mere politician. We are 
too much occupied with the plans of the occasional 
master of a portfolio, whose permanent motttf is 
meney mene, tekel. Let us rather aim at collecting 
the divine plan from the divine book ; and if we chime 
in with that, we shall win a laurel without a tear — 
the true fleur-de-lis. In the humble might of charity, 
collect the cheering words, and send them, in the 
Saviour's name, to the dark ones. Translate them 
first in each life, and then retranslate them in their 
own words — the very angels would not be dearer mes- 
sengers. This would be a new, political, missionary 
society. Really there are some dozen of Hebrew war- 
odes which are irresistible. Come they not as the 
warrior-words into the final controversy ? Let them 
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come " as the whirlwind of the north — a great cloud 
— a fire enfolding itself^ and a brightness from out the 
I midst of it — the amber-colour out of the fire-midst, 

and out of this fire-midst the likeness of a man" — 
the Redeeming man I This would be a new^ political, 
Bible-translation society. In our reverence or our 
zeal we must not forget that human emancipation 
is conditional : we must accept the terms. Pietj and 
charity are the conditions ; and when these are com- 
plied with the charter is ours. The violators of com- 
mon or social rights will still be treated as traitors to 
heaven and to humanity: they are without excuse, 
and retribution will overtake them 

Our craven negligences, as well as violations of 
divine law, are preparing trials for us. There is one 
way of escape. Let us rely on the principle of bene- 
volence, and exemplify it by defending the weak 
against the strong, even where our existence is not at 
stake, attending to the neglected, and remembering 
the forgotten,*' succouring the enslaved, and breaking 
his chain, wherever found — ^retuming good for ill, 
wherever we can do so as a people — sinking the testi- 
ness of jealousy and the touchiness of honour in the 
large heartedness of self-sacrifice, and the generosity 
of magnanimity — and the English will be a match for 
the utmost combination of dynastic or popular hostility. 
They will not be safe because they are girt with bay- 
onets or ramparted with armed navies; but safe they 
will be, when they, who have sufficiently proved how 
well they could wield such engines, are bent on wield- 
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ing mightier weapons in the sublimer work of succour, 
Redemption, reconstruction, and good will. Our na- 
tional charity, methinks, might now and then wear 
ihe panoply of justice, and see what she can accomplish 
for the serfs of tyranny and the victims of superstition. 
We should rejoice to see this done nationally; but 
how much more eflfectually can we do it individually! 
In this latter way we are each responsible for the com- 
plete accomplishment of the national re-constructions. 

What did not Twelve poor men achieve, some 
nineteen hundred years ago! Are our difficulties as 
great as their's, or had they one promise which we 
have not ? No : and yet they overcame — because they 
had Faith. Commence, or, rather recommence, the 
true crusade — ^forget not the sign, forget not what 
that sign signifies — In hoc signo vince. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Free Conscience. Criteria. State Duties, Beligious, Political, 
CommerciaL Frogressiye Clearances. Quo Warranto 
in Commerce, Religion, Education. Autocracy in Repre- 
sentation, with Free Press, Free Churches, Free Trade, 
and Equitable Taxation for Free Justice, Free Roads, and 
National Security. 

As the first aphorism in politics would be founded 
on the limitation of the functions of government to 
protection, so the second would state its highest 
product to be the development of the free conscience. 
The state-politic exists for the express and exclusive 
purpose of affording the greatest possible amount of 
protection for the individual freedom of its members : 
the consummation of this organization will be found 
in the recognition of a free conscience. Bj this term 
we mean the freedom of the whole man ; of man as 
individual and as citizen, to act in accordance, and to 
refuse to act out of accordance, with the divine law of 
reason and love as interpreted hj faith, and com- 
prised in the precepts of piety and charity, and 
resolvable into benevolence. The obedience or diso- 
bedience of the citizen will be regulated by these 



Digitized by Google 



134 



ultimate sanctions ; that is, if he obeys it is in accord- 
ance with these laws, and if he refuses to obey his 
disobedience is passive or active, only as he merges 
the personal in the social duty. 

With this interpretation the principle of a free 
conscience comes to be of universal application. For 
it embraces all relationships and responsibilities, whe- 
ther private or public, personal or political ; and 
enfolds within itself the law, the reason of the law, 
and the test or criterion for the use, application, or 
construction of the law, of our life, for all cases, times, 
and circumstances. It is the law of the divine in the 
human ; the canon of heaven upon earth. 

This is a repetition of the previous doctrine that as 
man is of divine origin he can only be governed by 
divine laws. Man cannot be governed by his equal, 
man: he must be governed by his Creator. Piety and 
charity comprise the supreme law: the enlightend and 
free conscience is the receiver and interpreter of 'this 
law — and on the data contended for, the determina- 
tions of the conscience are at once judicial and exe- 
cutory, exclusive and ultimate. Benevolence is the 
all-comprehensive virtue — ^for it is wide enough to 
embrace heaven and earth. 

These are plain and old ideas of individual right 
and duty. They have never prevailed authoritatively 
or generally in the sense of established constitutional 
law, but they are making way towards even this 
settled recognition. To a certain extent they must 
be recognised, because some freedom of individual 
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action must be acceded by all goyernmental systems : 
no goyernmental sociality could long subsist unless 
the individuality were respected. But these doctrines 
have yet to become cardinal and central truths for the 
entire polity. There are many dawning tokens of 
their growing diffusion; and these are the more en- 
couraging from their springing out of an environment 
of much dark distrust and apathetic selfishness. The 
indications point to the eventual supremacy of bene- 
volence, and redeem our special era from the impu- 
tation of wearing the aspect of an effete civilization. 
The doctrine of a free conscience, with its judgments 
thus based, commends itself at once to our business 
and bosoms. By making the best rulers and the best 
subjects, and by identifying them with each other, the 
righteous permanence as well as progression of states 
are provided for. 

We will now apply it in some main matters of legis-* 
lation or government. By referring to their aspects, 
as moral, religious, political, civil or commercial, as 
well as to measures for supporting their entire govern- 
mental action, internally and externally, legislatively 
and administratively, we shall see what amount of 
light the law which the conscience recognises as ex- 
clusive and paramount will bring to bear on them, or 
on any questions arising out of the principal categories 
of important national (igenda^ or things to be done 
or not done in relation thereto. The divisions are 
formal only, for the sake of treatment or practical 
management, like those which obtain in any given 
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manufacture, where seyeral branches of labour have to 
be combined for the fabrication of a certain result. 
In politics, the entire machinerj of government, by 
whatever methods maintained, whether monarchical 
or republican, to secure at once stability and improve- 
ment, with all its different parts and various superin- 
tendence, is put together, or gets put together, for 
work and use, from day to day and age to age, with 
the one simple object of an universal personal good, 
comfort, and advantage : the benefit of each being the 
one specific and splendid result of the work of all: 
universal combination issuing in a sum of good which 
the communionalized nature of man collects from each, 
and redistributes with all the enhancement of a great 
trust well executed. 

We can readily make the principle of a free con- 
science the basis of all our practice: it can be brought 
to bear at once on all the practical points of present 
policy: because in our realm, as with other states, 
government has (unwisely as we* assert) charged itself 
with moral and religious as well as political and civil 
matters ; and it its legitimate sphere government has 
not treated these proper matters of civil politics in 
accordance with the ultimate rule of benevolence. 

Take the division of moral or religious duties. 
When the state, or, in other words, the people, acting 
through their constitutional organization, legislates for 
the promotion or enforcement of these duties, as em- 
braced by any creed or form of belief whatever; or 
when it upholds one or more institutions or establish- 
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ments with this view, or refuses to admit of anj or- 
ganic change in the settled government of such insti- 
tutions — then it is clear that the free conscience is at 
once invoked for its conclusive approval or disapproval 
of this moral and religious policy of the State. The 
free conscience, therefore, with piety and charity, say 
benevolence, for its motive, rule and reason, must, 
when the state action is invoked religiously, decide the 
question. 

Under the second distribution or that of politics, 
where the action of the supreme power takes place in 
reference to the expression of opinion on any legis- 
lative or administrative matters whatever, or to the 
formation of opinion on any matters whatever — in- 
volving such points as a free press, free assemblies, 
free discussion, free representation, the collection and 
distribution of public opinion by delegation, and edu- 
cation — or when measures are adopted which would 
gag the press, control public meetings, curtail repre- 
sentative rights, and enforce education — here the 
principle of a free conscience with its criteria comes 
at once into full play — for the approval or dis- 
approval of the course of law or of action; and our 
adhesion or opposition is determined by the sterling 
test of accordance with the free conscience — ^with piety 
and charity, say benevolence, for its interpretation. 

Under the third head or that which refers to com- 
mercial relations or the acts of government in relation 
to trade or commerce — the production or distribution 
of wealth — ^moveable or immoveable property — com- 
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prising such special matters as free trade, free land, 
free labour, and free markets — and the taxing equitably 
of all possessions as so much premium to be paid to 
government for assurance against spoil and robbery: 
here the applicability of the test which the free con- 
science would afford is clear as the principle of good will 
or charity — either sanctioning or repudiating any given 
oet of arrangements or provisions, just as they pro- 
moted or hindered the recognition of the paramount 
mutualities of benevolence, and this with no vague or 
remote but speedy and determinate conclusions. 

I feel disposed to class under this head the security 
of one day in seven for the rest from work of the 
nation — and also the rest from work on Good Friday 
and Christmas Day. The enforcement of religious ob- 
servance would be both wicked and absurd ; but the 
enforcement of commercial observance is a matter of 
common sense, expediency, common feeling and common 
right. The criteria would sanction such civil pro- 
visions, securities, or immunities as these on civil, not 
on ecclesiastical, grounds: for the magisterial function 
does not extend to this class of subjects. I should 
like to see many more national holidays enforced^ 
The Saturday " early closing movement" seems to be 
a providential protection for the working classes, 
against the attempt, both of clamorous bigots to make 
the day of rest odious, and of infidel economists to 
make it optional to break into its observance. For 
six days out of seven in this country, we have surely 
enough of work. 
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The criteria of benevolence are identical with piety 
and charity: these have already worked wonders of 
beneficence in the three divisions of state action spoken 
of. The most valuable achievements of civilization are 
due to them alone. 

Under the several heads of religion, politics, and 
commerce, so far as state action is implicated, the 
ruling maxim was wont to be that of interference or 
regulation, in the shape of monopoly, or compulsion, 
bribes, force, or dictation. 

For instance, in matters of religion we had ecclesi* 
astical establishments with hierarchies and creeds, 
which would tolerate no dissent; and these rendered 
efficient service to certain monarchical and aristocra- 
tical prerogatives and predominances in return; albeit, 
contrary to all intention, they undoubtedly subserved 
democratical instincts, ideas and aspirations. 

In matters of politics, including the form of the 
constitution as well as subjects of legislation, the 
crown was de jure Divino; lands were tenures under 
it; parliamentary representation was privilege; and we 
had rotten boroughs and close corporations, with man- 
stealing for a legitimate trade, the press gagged while 
truth was a libel, the severest penal code, complicated 
civil remedies, uncertain personal immunities, and 
unequal taxation. 

In matters of commerce and trade, monopoly was 
the rule; free markets for home and foreign produce — 
or absolute rights of exchange — ^were non-existent. 

Now, we have amended much of all this — and we 
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have amended as we have approximated to the criteria 
we speak of, whose bases repose in general good-will, 
charity, or benevolence, and, therefore, recognise the 
greatness of all in the rights and duties of each. 
Their gradual development is marked bj the progress 
of our legislation, and will be found in the statute 
book — ^the history of which would probably be the 
best history of our nation. 

In religion, so far as the state action is concerned 
though we retain our establishments, as they are 
called, we have long since won toleration, and are 
fast growing up into equality ; and thence, let us 
hope, into a perfect freedom of action. 

In politics, the proper sphere of state action, the 
crown of these realms became a matter of social 
contract, and the monarch is only the first subject of 
the law.* Tenures are superseded by fee-simples, and 
these are fast taking the shape of a timfruct for 
public purposes — all property being notoriously sub^ 
ject to the inquisition of public right. Representative 
rights are extended, cruel laws repealed, slavery 
abolished, civil remedies simplified and localized, 
personal liberty secure, and taxation more equitably 
adjusted. 

In trade and commerce the rights of capital and 
labour are all but triumphant ; and a perfect freedom 
will shortly reign over the extinction of patents, 
navigation laws, com laws, and tariffs. 

These ameliorations will be lasting — ^not only be- 
cause they are useful, but because they are right — 
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because they are good — because they will bear the 
test which a free conscience applies. 

Were the test applied to the remaining govern- 
mental questions, we should not only simplify them still 
further by limiting still more and more the action of 
the Grovemment, but do so on grounds which would 
hold good for all time. 

We must not throw more upon the statesman in 
power than he is fairly called upon to account for ; 
he comes into the groove of the status in quo of 
general governmental action, for which he is not 
responsible. He is not to be blamed for the bad state 
in which he finds, but only for the bad state in which 
he leaves matters. 

As the statesman, whatever else he may be, is a 
man of force — as government can act only by force or 
compulsion, and its commands involve penalties, in 
any given case; should not the test of a free conscience 
be stringently applied by the statesman to his own 
actions, and to the whole range of his own positive 
interpositions ? We think that the only proper 
answer to this question must be in the affirmative. 

A cabinet of statesmen can be no more clear of 
allegiance to the divine institute than an ordinary 
conclave of fellow citizens. If this be so, and a 
divine test, clear and feasible, have been afforded; 
then, instead of our discussing the rights or merits 
of many of those questions, which the statesmen of 
this country have meddled with (such as Church and 
State, education questions, &c.), is he not bound to 
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ask himself and are we not bound to demand of him, 
by what authority he interferes with his penalties 
or premiums at all? To this we say, with all our 
heart, " aye" again. 

An interrogatory in the shape of this Quo War* 
rantOy out of the high court of conscience should be 
served upon the statesman, or the set of statesmen, 
requiring them to justify their interposition or med- 
dling, and to undo all that they or their predecessoTB 
have done which could not be justified. 

This interrogatory, it may be said, would imply a 
state-conscience : the answer is plain : that it implies 
a statesman's, not a state-conscience. The statesman 
in foro eonscienticB is necessarily on exactly the same 
footing as a private individual. He has no more 
right to use his power for the promotion of his private 
views of truth in matters of faith and conscience, than 
he has to pillage the public purse to pay his private 
debts. As conscience is the awful appanage of our 
essential individuality, there can be no state-conscience 
from the nature of things. Corporations have no 
souls, and conscience is all soul. The statesman can 
only act as a man of force ; to command, not to per- 
suade : and conscience can only obey when duly con- 
vinced. As between ruler and subject we cannot see 
that, in this business, the conscience of one or other 
remains with either of them. At any rate there can 
be no charity in enforcements by the one, and no piety 
in submission by the other. When charity and piety 
are absentees, conscience must be non est inventus. 
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Again, see how different the case as between consci- 
entious, private persons: and yet we all feel the 
delicacy of the ground in any attempt to alter the 
religious opinions or views of our acquaintainces. The 
greatness of the agent, the conscience, brought into 
play on each side, is seen at once. Conventional forms 
weighed with spiritual realities are utterly poor and 
small things; and yet we are accustomed to permit 
the former to dominate over the latter when an act of 
parliament sanctions the outrage. 

As we have made the most considerable repeal 
progress in matters of trade and commerce wo refer 
to them again. 

Whatever might have been the statesman's rolls of 
precedents, heaps of statistics, webs of expediencies, 
or cart-loads of petitionary declamations, he has pretty 
nearly given up all meddling in these commercial 
matters — and why ? He is the first servant of public 
opinion. The public common sense, the public con- 
science were against his protections, prohibitions, 
monopolies and meddlings. He found that he had 
taken in hand, or that there had been devolved 
upon him, a subject which he was not master of, 
or which he should not have dealt with at all, or 
got rid of as soon as possible, simply by leaving it 
entirely to those whom it concerned — to those who 
were full masters of it, and who could deal with it 
well, only when his co-operation was not intruded 
upon them. He found after much severe teaching, 
thaj; there were certain laws at work in society 
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which could not be contravened with impunity ; that 
if he attempted to contravene them he had inva- 
riably, in the long run, done infinite harm for a very 
limited quantity of good; that he injured the very 
interests he wished to promote ; that he^ injured the 
many for the few; and thus made such a wound in 
the common sense and free conscience of the people, 
through their shocked benevolence, as to endanger 
the internal peace and prosperity of the state, as well 
as its external comity with other nations : so he 
made a clean sweep of his system. The individual 
citizen so far as state action was concerned, was left 
to manage his trade or commerce as he pleased; he 
was, at length, treated as a man — not as a man in 
leading-strings, or the serf of a permit, but as a free- 
man : and, other moral and natural laws being duly 
observed, prosperous in the ratio of this freedom — 
when, of course the prosperity of the aggregate called 
the state would follow the fortunes of its emancipated 
members. 

So that in matters of commerce the criteria of the 
free conscience have been accepted — the main value of 
this revolution lies in its benevolent tendency — in the 
promotion of goodwill among men. We have now 
secured 

1. Free markets or rights of exchange. 

2. Free accumulations and dispositions of property 
— and all we now require, in this direction, would be 
facilities (easily afforded by the repeal of unjust laws 
and the refusal to enact any law as law) for 
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3. Free partnerships with equitable responsibilities, 
and 

4. Free justice in commercial transactions on the 
basis of mutual statement. 

These four points, with some sound fiscal regula- 
tions conceded, on the principle of an equitable insu- 
rance (the sure rule and the test of all taxation), 
securing the abolition of customhouses and of excise- 
offices, would make our code of internal and external 
commerce all that the criteria of benevolence required. 

The close monopoly of the Hudson's Bay Company 
for one hundred and sixty-seven years over five 
hundred thousand square miles of territory, will, of 
course, be determined. The policy pursued by this 
Company to native and half-caste Indians, and their 
jealous exclusion of even British settlements, illustrate 
the danger of irresponsible, commercial power. 

In fact, the Grovernment represents the collective 
force of the nation — its collective wisdom is represented 
for certain specific purposes, and for those only. Those 
purposes are comprised in afibrding complete protection 
to life and property, both at home and abroad, to its 
subjects. These are, therefore, its legitimate limits. 
This is what government is for : for the doing of this 
simple, prime and paramount duty it exists. And 
subjects, to enable the Government to do this, are 
bound to furnish it with the requisite means, also 
involving life and property: the measure of these 
means being taken at a minimum of them in ordinary 
times — ^if the peril require the whole of the life and 
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the property, there is an end of the Government, 
because the State would then be resolved into its 
elements, or dissolved. 

The Government with us has been discharged from 
one vain task, that of superintending the nation's 
work and labour in matters of trade and commerce. 
Non-intervention, except for the purpose of securing 
non-intervention or meddling, is therefore the govern- 
mental rule now taken, and it has been adopted with 
a nearly universal concurrence; albeit^ there is much 
yet to be undone before the commercial code presents 
the features of an entire accordance with national 
freedom aiud international good will. 

In matters of religion, unfortunately, this Quo 
Warranto must still be served upon the statesman. 
Here the tests apply with distinctness and precision. 
We can hardly hesitate to assert that the recognition 
of the criteria must be fatal to his meddling. What- 
ever might have been the exigencies of past times, 
none, who now regard these tests as authoritative, will 
maintain that we ought to encumber the ruler with 
the selection and dictation, or with the enforcement 
and maintenance of the religion of the subject; or that 
whenever such a system as involves this feaiful respon- 
sibility forms a part of governmental duty, we should 
not earnestly seek its gradual modification, with a view 
to its abrogation. 

The ruler is the man of representative force ; and 
unless he can show that he is also the man of repre- 
sentative infallibility, his original interposition for the 
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choice and establishment of a form of religion for the 
subject, or for its maintenance when established, must 
be considered as a transfunctional undertaking. The 
constitutional magistrate is clearlj an appointee or 
administrator for a particular trust; and as he cannot 
be invested in his delegated capacity with more powers 
than his constituencies can bestow, it would seem clear 
that he cannot have acquired these surpassing powers 
legitimately — that without a high reach of despotism 
he cannot assume such powers — ^that, without violating 
the first law of the religion which he professes to sup- 
port, he cannot proceed to exercise or affect to exercise 
these powers of dictation, selection or maintenance. 

When the statesman finds some forms of religion 
established, which, like those in this country, do not 
profess to be infallible or utterly exclusive, and justifies 
their maintenance, he invariably resorts to the plea of 
necessity ; but this is no answer to the Quo Warranto, 
or, indeed, to any moral or religious question. 

In our own case, assuming the possibility of a direct 
representative authority in religious concerns, we shall 
search our records in vain for any proof of its formal 
or legitimate delegation. When did the constituencies, 
as such, repose a conscience-trust in their represent- 
atives? When have they sent up their chosen ones 
to the supreme legislature to think and act for them 
in the business of their religion, as being included in 
and part of their public duties? Never. 

The canvass for a seat in parliament would be a 
mystical affair. We should have conscience-clubs 
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and infallibility-committees, with their several ren- 
dezvous and sectarian flags and cries. The candidate 
for such senatorial representations would have to ex- 
plain his own and undertake for the electors' senti- 
ments. What a myriad-minded wonder he must be to 
do this at all; but to do it honestly he must be the 
personification of an infinite metamorphosis. After 
wearing " his heart upon his sleeve for daws to peck 
at," we will suppose this public-spirited champion 
actually returned to represent a motley aggregate of 
consciences in a House of Commons. He could not 
accomplish his undertaking either physically or morally, 
with or without a perpetual miracle. The point is to 
select and uphold the creed for the nation; and he is 
as far off the doing of this one thing as ever. The 
pretended organ or medium for all varieties of creeds 
among his constituents may do one thing: he may 
represent his own creed, and solve the dilemma by re- 
jecting theirs ; but how long such a breach of trust 
would answer the purpose is not doubtful. 

Impossible, a priori^ or rather ludicrous as this 
attempt would appear to be to all who knew what 
either religion or politics was, it has been undertaken, 
aye, and achieved, hundreds of years ago, without any 
serious misgivings, as yet, on the part of king, lords 
or commons I In this country the " palaver," when- 
ever it commenced, has been continued up to the present 
time, and still has the best of it — ^notwithstanding two 
revolutions, one regicide, and a good deal of small but 
venomous persecution. 
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It is not, perhaps, correct to speak of undertakings 
or achievements in relation to ecclesiastical politics; 
it will moderate the indignation of adversaries as well 
as the enthusiasm of admirers, to assert the fact, that 
statesmen have been the unconscious agents of a sys- 
tem which has been the evident outgrowth of circum- 
stances. Be this as it may, we have ecclesiastical 
settlements here, and these are alleged to be the comer*- 
stone of our civil polity. Being de facto and de jure 
an essential part of the constitutional system, they will, 
in all courtesy, be considered as the work of the people, 
directly or indirectly. Such stupendous institutions 
could never have been established without a national 
consent; and, now that they are established, they cannot 
be supported or managed without the continued con- 
sent, loving, reverential, and energetic, of the people 
of these realms. Do they possess that loyal, intelli- 
gent, national homage? Not as establishments, we 
would fearlessly answer. 

No analysis of this strange outcome, however, can 
be satisfactory if we are disposed to treat with dis- 
respect the experimental data of some hundreds of 
years. Even with an allowable ancestral reverence, 
the rationale must ever be sufficiently questionable. 
King-ships and priest-ships were the most significant 
of human titles in their origin ; but their signifi- 
cance was derived from their real or supposed sanction 
from heaven. The course of mortal afiairs generated 
them because they were wanted. In some shape or 
form they will never faU. Whatever our feelings or 
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views as to the present, let us be just to the past. 
We will take it as fact that rulers and subjects have, 
on the whole, done the best they could, according to 
their eras and times, to make government possible and 
secure the interests of society. From of old, from the 
earliest times, this business of governing was not found 
practicable unless it was managed in accordance, real 
or seeming, with the highest faculties and feelings of 
the governed. In our supercilious way we may now 
regard these king-ships and priest-ships as sheer 
state-craft and priest-craft; but a wide experience 
establishes the original necessity for a combination of 
both. If blunders, they are universal blunders. 

Church and State? Yes — and the union must be 
indissoluble. But how? This is the question of 
questions. The man of force, or statesman, and the 
man of persuasion, or minister of the church, must 
exercise their functions in accordance with the cri- 
teria of the free conscience. This is the simple solu- 
tion of the momentous question. We do not wish 
that Christianity should be treated, as some assert, as 
part and parcel of the law of this land: it is not, and 
never can be, the law of the land, but it is the law of 
the people's life. Christianity is degraded by such 
dicta. It is the law of God, and acquires no more 
importance or value from human endowments than 
any other divine law. We might as well talk of elec- 
tricity, or the constellations, or of any of the phenomena 
of the external universe being recognised by parlia- 
mentary or judicial authority, as of Christianity being 



Digitized by Google 



151 



patronised by legislators or protected by judges. For 
the formal union the necessity has long since ceased : 
the real union has yet to be commenced. That sternly 
formal because legal co-operation which high needs 
once led to, has done its work. The developments of 
civilization, brought about under Providence by means 
of this special alliance, can now proceed to their final 
issues without it. As no candid thinker will, we 
imagine, entertain a doubt of the ancient necessity for 
such alliance, both de facto and de jurcy so few will 
hesitate to pronounce against the existing form of it. 
What was politic and wise when the world of bar- 
barian energies, lusts, valours, superstitions, cruelties, 
and ignorance was to be subdued, may not hold to 
be so now. What was proper and possible when 
uniformity of opinion and belief were the still un- 
questioned law of all politics, may not hold to be so 
now. When the temple is built the scaffolding must 
be removed. We want to see this done. 

Toleration, the cant word for an extorted compro- 
mise is sufficiently hateful, because it tells of a baffled 
persecution; but the Dissenters will only prolong and 
embitter this controversy, if they take any other course 
in it than that of an earnest and gentle appeal to the 
members of the establishments, for their own sakes, to 
redeem their churches from state vassalage. In this 
way only can they help the flocks and their shepherds 
to come into the simple fold of a Christian fellowship. 
But if they range themselves with the enemies of re- 
ligion for the sake of a joint onslaught on a great 
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institution which they seek to subvert, not to reform, 
they do not proceed in acccordance with the principles 
of charity and good will, but combine with those who 
are the terror of all classes, on the plea of a puritanism, 
which means spoliation. If they come into this con- 
troversy as politicians, not as religionists, they have as 
much right to be heard on that score as other citizens; 
but it does not appear that the cause of church eman- 
cipation, the vital point, can be helped by any mere 
political arguments; because the fact of the subser- 
vience of ecclesiastical machinery to governmental 
objects cannot be denied: the spiritual aiding the tem- 
poral, for instance, in the promotion of obedience— a 
point which the mere politician, or the man without 
the religious idea, can seldom if ever secure but by a 
reign of terror. 

The citizen's first duty is to see to the safety of the 
republic. If a good object is to be purchased at the 
expense of a physical contest between the conservative 
and destructive element, the friends of the object have 
committed the crime and the blunder of imperiling 
this safety. It will not come to this pass here ; but 
the individual dissident from either church, as by law 
established, will do well to talk less of his own rights, 
and think more of the wrongs of those who feel the 
bondage of a corrupt system. 

Were the statute-book identification of the country'^ 
religion with law, or the formal alliance of Church and 
State, to cease, our national churches would be nation- 
ally emancipated. To be satisfactorily achieved, it 
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must be the work of the avowed members of the 
church, and not the work of its avowed enemies. 
The sooner there is an end of parliamentary religious 
Babjlons, the better will it be for the cause of truth 
and right ; but, to accomplish the end effectuallj, it 
must be undertaken for conscience sake — ^for the sake 
of piety and charity. 

The veil of forgiveness is dropped more easily than 
that of forgetfulness, over the evil work of evil days ; 
the cruelties, persecutions, corruption and wickedness 
which have marked the practical course of an unholy 
alliance between the spiritual and temporal power. 
So soon as, from an unconscious form of national 
development, it became perverted into an acknow- 
ledged organ for promoting the mutualities of civil and 
religious despotism, the doom of this hybrid union was 
sealed. While accepting the good done even in those 
days, it may still be asserted, that notwithstanding 
these concessions or admissions, it is transfunctional 
for any modem statesman to affect a plenary inspiration 
for the people, entitling him to endorse the past course 
of legislation and action, or to select the form, or 
patronise the essence of their Christianity for the people 
— ^that at this epoch in advancement it is neither more 
nor less than a sham : the toleration of shams produces 
the wild catastrophes of revolution. 

It should be here observed that the honest pro* 
state-churchman is bound to consider the Quo War* 
ranto for himself — and, unless he consent to be the 
private upholder of a public wrong, he will respect 
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the rights of those who differ from him in opinion,— 
bearing in mind that in the field of reason or of Scrip- 
ture the nonconforming dissidents have never been 
worsted — and that the last British census exhibits the 
professors of the magisterial creed in a minority. 

We admit that it is not a money affair — whether the 
seven millions a-year should be raised and divided 
amongst the fifteen thousand clergy is not the quesHon. 
In a police point of view, it is the cheapest seven 
millions we raise and apply. Have we a right to 
look at the cure of souls as a police-question ? The 
mere politician replies in the affirmative. 

The bread of life for the nation to be provided 
by the statesman ! Can he have any right to provide 
it at all ? Or how can he have a monopoly for the 
supply ? Surely this undertaking is transfunctional. 

The religion of charity ! Can the overwhelming 
common force which the statesman represents — ^which 
alone he can represent, and which he holds only for 
the common weal — ^be employed with any safety or 
propriety, for its promotion ? The poor sword which 
that force wields is the sword which slew the In- 
carnate Charity ; and is it now to be brandished in 
support of the invisible realities of faith? Can the 
import of all His agonies be taught, literally enforced, 
on men's consciences at the point of this miserable 
weapon ? The pro-state-churchman answers in the 
affirmative. 

If these annual millions are CaBsar's own, the money 
question is soon settled ; let Caesar have what bears 
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his mark, let him resume his largess, and do what he 
lists with his own — say for the promotion of any 
universally recognised common good or end — such as 
free justice, free hospitals, free education, and the 
advancement of art of science, for national safety, or 
health, or for rewarding the high works of genius, 
valour or philanthropy ; but let him carry his money- 
bags (if they are his) out of the sanctuary. 

On the other hand, if these millions are endowments 
which do not belong to Caesar any more than the en- 
dowments of any other institution, but are the special 
property in perpetuity of those who enjoy them, then 
it would be just as much a breach of trust to seize 
and appropriate them to any secular purpose what- 
soever, as to seize and appropriate private property 
of any kind : it would be a ruthless s^oil and con- 
fiscation. 

If, however, the title is simply parliamentary or 
conventional, however good it may be as a holding 
title in peaceful times, it is sure to be questioned in 
stormy ones. The progress of popular ideas in relation 
to government and subjects, is invariably productive 
of these trying periods. Sound reform may avoid a 
revolutionary policy; but that is only the respite or 
postponement of an inevitable adjustment on the basis 
of the eternal law of conscience. What should the 
genuine churchmen do in this great business ? 

The members of the established church might pro* 
bably be permitted to redeem^ say in thirty years, 
the entire property which rests on a parliamentary 
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title, and settle the question of church and state, so 
far as their endowments are concerned, for ever. 

Certain polidcians have set their hearts on the spoil 
of the church as a sinking fund for the payment of 
the national debt. The friends of the church will, 
we hope, get the start of them. Some of the " philo- 
sophical radicals," to use the expletive of a great 
novelist and poet, and to distinguish between them 
and the destructive radicals, are notoriously opposed 
to the severance of church and state, because their 
hatred of Christianity is stronger than their love of 
liberty; and they fear that the emancipation of religion 
from state-control would vastly promote the ascendancy 
of a creed, which they affect to regard as a superstition. 

We have abolished one slave trade, that in human 
bodies, let us abolish that in souls. This last we are 
driving stillf and shall drive, while the traffic between 
Canterbury and Downing-street subsists. 

Christian truth, be it remembered, is the one thing 
which the world must have : not as the world likes or 
dislikes, in accordance with this or that popular frenzy, 
or this or that dynastic whim, or this or that consti- 
tutional necessity, but in accordance with the will of 
its Divine Author, who, in his providence, will not 
allow of any permanent impediment to its triumph. 
The truth will have " free course," or its most infallible 
prerogative will be exercised, as of old, against all 
opposition^ and " overturn, overturn, overturn," will be 
found still to be the motto of an irresistible onward- 
ness and transcendent expansion. 
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It would be a national delusion to imagine for a 
inoment that our conventionalism will be long per- 
mitted to withstand the energy of a divine dispensation. 
We know which will give way. 

The constituencies as such should come to some 
speedy conclusions as to their comtinued participation 
in this wrong-doing ; for it is becoming a sham with 
many horrors pent up in it. But while no time 
should be lost about the emancipation of the church 
from the state, they must be careful how they set 
about it. For if we do not act in accordance with 
the right motive we shall create such an alliance of 
pure priest-craft with the friends of absolute power 
as nothing but a series of revolutions will shake to 
pieces : and, after all, we shall have to begin again. 

Religion and politics! These two words surely 
represent very different things : each of unsurpassed 
importance, springing from the deep needs and high 
faculties both of the social and reverential nature, and 
blended by virtue of our moral constitution : all we 
protest against is the attempt to unite them by the 
magical sanction of any constabulary. 

Politics is that art or science which proposes to 
embrace the common good in time — Religion is for 
time and eternity. The one is physical and collective — 
the other is spiritual and individual. One is visible 
and limited, acting on behalf of rights and for the 
redress of wrongs, by force, by palpable enforcements, 
within a given area ; the other is invisible, and deals 
with hopes, joys, fears, consolations — ^with opinions. 
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creeds, books, traditions — with the soul only, in and by 
faith, reason, and love. One is for this life and this world ; 
the other is for the next life and the next world. The 
one regards what is best for man as a citizen of 
some particular earthly community; the other as a 
pilgrim on his route to a better land. The one is far 
the material, the other for the unseen ; the one is at 
best for the fleeting and perishing, the other for the 
ever enduring. The one exhausts itself in a fair 
adjustment of the imperfect relations between man 
and man, by means of the relation of government 
and subject, bringing about at the best but an imper- 
fect approximation to identity of interests and mutu- 
alities of happiness ; the other embraces the awful and 
intimate relations between the Giver of life itself and 
those whom he has called into being and condescends 
to regard as His offspring. 

From piety, the primary duty in supreme love, 
obedience, adoration, and homage, flows charity — 
which thus embraces morals and politics, divinises the 
humanities of life, and makes religion of them all. 

For this high relationship of man with his maker 
and of man with man, the statesman's future patronage 
will probably be declined. When will a bribe of the 
annual gratuity of seven millions of golden sovereigns, 
to say nothing of decorations and titles, be as infamous 
as their reception ? When the mighty people discharge 
their rulers from the care of the mighty word. 

Now that heaven has vouchsafed to enkindle its fire 
on the altar-heart of this great nation, why should we 
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persist in hiring a number of hangers-on to stand about 
it, with bits of charred matches in their hands, as if 
its sacred flame could be put out or kept in by them ? 

Now that the tree of life has taken firm root in the 
soul gulden (if we may so speak) of this people, and 
its clustering riches are ripe with that fruit which is 
emphatically intended to be ^^for the healing of the 
nations," what need have we of an enforced array of 
doubtful intruders upon that sacred soil where it has 
been planted; bringing their coarse mattocks or anti- 
quated shovels with them, as if the work of planting 
was to be constantly done over again, and done by 
them, and as if they could command any amount of 
violence they required for their sinister purposes; or at 
any rate be its exclusive guardians in perpetuity — 
with power to watch and ward, and, if they so pleased, 
to lop and crop its waving luxuriance after their 
fashion and to suit their tastes — ^wielding with rash 
hands their sharp and cunning pruning hooks, which 
none may gainsay or resist, on pain of their con- 
demning this very tree of life not only to barrenness, 
but calling it an upas tree, and invoking their curse 
upon all the blossom, fragrance and fruit, which 
shall be yielded under any other superintendence than 
their own ! 

The criteria of the free conscience would withdraw 
religion i^om state control or action. For the pro- 
motion of the Christian religion, we demand simply 
free Bibles and free Churches. 

For the future, in England or her colonies, no one 
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shall have the power of making another martyr. Down 
with the altars or shrines, which demand victims under 
the pretence of asking for worshippers ! 

The free evolution, so to speak, of the rights and 
duties of the citizen, being the main object of politics 
are our criteria favourable or unfavourable to the 
State taking into its own hands the tutelage of the 
rising generation? Should we commit the care of 
the intellect of the young to the general magistrate ? I 
answer this momentous question in the negative : the 
children of paupers and criminals should be excepted 
from such a negative. State education for specific 
state employment is not within the verge of this 
question : within certain limitations it is necessary. 

Here and in the colonies, before the State, either 
by periodical grant from the imperial exchequer, or 
by passing a statute for enabling municipalities to 
tax themselves for educational purposes, can be 
permitted to interfere for the collection and distri- 
bution of educational rates, we should be assured of 
the due appropriation of the endowments now in exist- 
ence for educational purposes. This is a sine qua non — 
the country has a right to perfect satisfaction on this 
preliminary point. 

Here and in the colonies, when the State has ascer* 
tained the fact of the insufficiency of present endow- 
ments, even were they conscientiously appropriated, 
for the requisite diffusion of educational advantages 
(their malappropriation, equally with their sufficiency, 
being notorious), the State should call upon our state- 
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endowed churches to supply the ascertained and defined 
deficiencies hj a more equitable arrangement out of 
their own munificent provisions, or hy a voluntary- 
undertaking to meet the wants of every member of 
their own ecclesiastical communion. Were the latter 
arrangement met, the present necessity of state control 
over their efforts and operations would be obviated ; 
and so desirable a result as non-inquisition, meddling 
or interference would be worth the most strenuous 
efforts on the part of our established spiritual incor- 
porations. 

Here and in the colonies, when it is authoritatively 
ascertained, that notwithstanding the due appropria- 
tion of existing endowments, and the due response 
of religious bodies directly amenable to state regulation, 
the necessary means and appliances are still insufficient 
— ^that the masses of the poor children are still without 
the rudiments of instruction, the State authorities 
should call on all the other Christian sects to take 
charge of their own poor children, and give them the 
rudiments of useful learning, without assistance from 
the national funds. 

But we may be quite sure that none of these four 
plans will be adopted. Let us pause for a moment on 
another suggestion. The highest Person in the realm 
has only to invoke the philanthropy of the country, 
and the business of providing gratuitous education 
for the children of the poor throughout the whole 
empire, would, we verily believe, be thoroughly ac- 
complished. What could not be done for these objects 

L 
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bj annual £etes at Hampton Court, Kensington Gardens, 
Hyde Park, the Crystal Palace, or elsewhere, in the 
parks of the nobility and of the municipalities — ^when 
patronised by royalty, and assisted by such papers as 
the Times and its metropolitan or provincial com- 
panions ? Any amount of exigency in this direction 
could be dealt with ; and so dealt with as not to resort 
to harsh measures by offending parental susceptibility, 
or conferring political franchises on literate qualifica- 
tions, or compelling employers to afford minimum 
educational assistance. Moreover, the zealous co- 
operation of the poorer classes themselves might then 
be calculated on. Beyond affording facility or en- 
couragement for voluntary combination we think the 
magistrate should not go : if he exceed these bounds 
(and what statesmen were ever disinclined to exceed 
their functions ?) he transgresses his proper business, 
and takes on himself the duties of an imperial pater- 
nity. Where that must end, in the course of two or 
three generations, France and Prussia, no less than 
Austria, Spain, Italy, and Portugal, can testify. If 
a mere secular education is to be enforced at all — 
that is, if funds for its support are to come from all — 
the masses of the people being the largest contributors 
to the indirect taxes, would have an indisputable right 
to insist upon a much more complete apparatus of 
gratuitous educational means than the warmest zealots 
for governmental action would think it sale or proper 
to comply with. But the principle of force (and it is 
none other) once admitted, I do not see where we are 
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to stop in plain fairness to the entire people. In 
oommon justice to those who paj more than half of the 
taxes, we should be compelled to make such an amount 
of educational provision as would suffice to include the 
entirely of the juvenile population. Eventually we 
should have to provide national collies for all, with- 
out distinction of class or creed — an imperial tutelage 
too comprehensive even for the English Constitution, 
elastic as it is, to survive. Were such a ministry of 
education established, even conceding representative 
right on the widest scale, the number of employees 
would be intolerable. The Home Government, besides 
the patronage of army, navy, church, and law, would 
wield a new and vast apparatus of influence: the 
British nation, in fact, would be metamorphosed : it 
would be, for the first time in our history, in the 
hands of its Government. Poor John Bull I There 
is an impending chance of our adopting the secular 
system of police-theology. This country, let us hope, 
will never consent to ignore for six days out of 
seven the only teaching which provides for the most 
important of all instruction. But we must be vigi- 
lant. The cry for secular or for religious state-edu- 
cation is only a blind to the real object of state- 
pay. The criteria of piety and charity are not re- 
spected by some of our able writers, teachers and 
talkers. The mind-labour market is overcrowded — 
competition for the pittances or prizes of professions 
is aggravated by the money- worshipping maxims of 
society — the vendibility of mere talent — the easy 
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retainership of all intellectual panurgy — ^the hosts of 
accomplished press-men, club-men, lecture-men, book- 
men, creed-men, lawyers, scholars, chemists, architects, 
geologists, mathematicians, classicalists, critics, gradu- 
ates, licentiates, out of work — ^lead in this direction of 
state-pay. The reader can readily test the accuracy 
of this statement in his own circle. We hope, by-the- 
bye, that the Society of Arts will not try to serve 
two Masters, the Privy Council and the Public. 

Let goodness have its perfect work. Let but the 
leaders of the people strive to do their own individual 
duty, and discharge it in their own spheres, instead 
of doing little or nothing all the time they are cla- 
mouring for public aid, and the poor child will be 
duly and gratuitously taught : nay, more, there will 
not be an uneducated poor man if we could find a 
Frederick Dcnison Maurice in every county ! 

There is only one way, sure and permanent, of 
doing good even, and that is by doing it voluntarily. 
The principle involved in the Christian efforts of 
Christian men, the voluntary principle, is worth far 
more than all that art, science, literature, or philo- 
sophy could compulsorily bestow upon us without 
it. There is patriotic hope only in the might and 
goodness of individual benevolence. Exclude the 
motives of piety and charity — substitute for them any 
amount of accomplishment which does not necessarily 
recognise them, and man is no longer governed, de 
jure divino ; the individual, as a citizen, is no longer 
autocratic ; morally and intellectually he has descended 
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to the automata class — ^and whatever the amount of a 
people's mere intellectual utility when reared under 
governmental vassalage, like that of the French, for 
instance, we shall not retain a single moral charac- 
teristic of a self-governed people. Britons then would 
plaj, in due course, the sad but usual revolutionary 
pranks with laws and property, with morals and 
manners ; and, in the common order of things, finish 
by taking refuge in despotism. After figuring at the 
commencement of the last act of the " Divine Drama of 
Civilization,'' as the most energetic assertors of personal 
and individual rights, they will signalize its close as 
the victims of a false nationality, or as the fit puppets 
for some Yankee, Russian, or Gallic supremacy, to 
wreak its sweltering spite upon. Give facilities to 
all — ^means, supplies, monopolies to none. Above all 
things, whether at home or in the colonies, let us 
endeavour to keep Education free — free as a moral, 
not compulsory as a State, obligation. 

Judging of our actual position in the light of the 
criteria of the free conscience, we are well nigh free 
as a people, so far as the meddling element is con- 
cerned for promoting the trade, manufacture, or agri- 
t^ulture of the kingdom, at home and in the depen- 
dencies : we are a fettered and encumbered people so 
far as the meddling element of the ecclesiastical system 
is concerned at home : so far as this last element is 
involved in the dependencies we are comparatively 
free — because whether in the settled, conquered, or 
ceded provinces, the home system does not necessarily 
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prevail: the Orders in Council, Acts of Parliament 
and Royal Letters Patent, indicate the meddling ten* 
dency of our Colonial Office (the Crown has set up 
thirty Episcopal Dioceses) but it is to be lamented 
that the Local Legislatures have it in their power, 
in nearly all the important cases, to introduce oui^ 
ecclesiastical system. The West Lidian colcmies have 
exercised it largely — ^the Australian colonies have ex- 
ercised this power for the endowment or assistance of 
sects and ministers. In 1831, and in 1837-8, the 
home government, in its great wisdom, sent out 
*^ orders" for the moral and religious instruction of the 
aboriginal inhabitants of New Holland, and for the 
advancement of religion in Australia! The most 
important of the Legislatures, that of Canada, has 
lately presented an address to the Queen, praying for 
the absolute surrender to them of the royal prero- 
gative in matters ecclesiastical, within the colony— of 
course, it will be conceded I A few leading states- 
men may be found, both at home and in the dependen- 
cies, who would subscribe to the cardinal axiom of 
absolute freedom, so far as the commerce, religion, or 
education of the colonies is concerned : but there are 
millions of loyal and intelligent subjects, who would 
repudiate magisterial meddling in any of these matters, 
at home as well as abroad. Free trade, free bibles, 
and free churches, comprise the demands of the free 
man for his own freedom of action — commercial, reli- 
gious, educational. The free man, without al>ating 
one jot of his rights as a citizen in the national en* 
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dowmentSy does not ask, nor will he long permit, the 
State to qualify himself or his offspring, either for the 
duties of this life or for the hopes of the next. 

I would crave leave to interpose a hint here. 
Assuming that government, in which term I include 
all who make, as well as those charged with the 
execution of, the laws, is bound to give a full and fair 
account of its stewardship to subjects ; and also that 
the people, both at home and in the colonies, are bound, 
for their own as well as for each other's sake, to know 
how they stand in relation to legislative and executive 
action: we might promote the unity which results 
from a thorough mutuality of understanding about 
matters of common concern, by means of an ^* Imperial 
Gazette." Were this Gazette sessionally digested, 
and made the authorized version of the great work of 
government, for home and for the colonies, it would 
become the book of the acts, laws, and treaties of the 
empire — ^the "mould" of its fashion and the "glass" 
of its form. Were this done, we should also establish 
a gazette-room or hall for its reception, in every town 
throughout the empire. The reports and publications 
of the home and colonial parliaments or assemblies 
would form an invaluable library, open to all. This 
library would become the British Museum of Politics. 
In one sense the proposal is educational. The friends 
of governmental action for the youth of the nation 
cannot object to this recognition of its manhood. 
Whoever values the ruler^s accountability to the 
subject will approve of the suggestion. 
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Autocracy has its basis in enlightenment in good- 
ness : tlie supreme importance of intellectual light or 
knowledge, as the means of benevolence, must always 
be borne in mind: the ideal of constitutional form 
would then be the simplification we advocate, in and 
by the governmental recognition of an individuality 
regulated by the criteria of the free conscience. The 
advocates of this simplification must be content to pro- 
ceed by degrees. We must never forget that the 
good in human affairs is of slower growth than the 
evil. Lasting forms of government unfold slowly: 
think of the time it takes for any durable Inonarchy 
to grow; these oaks do not spring up like mush- 
rooms. For a government with the true basis, the 
period of preparation and consummation will be still 
more protracted : for it is to be founded on the know- 
ledge and practice of individual rights and imperial 
duties, by each individual in the community, and on no 
other principles can such a divine autocracy proceed. 
The ordinary objectors to ordinary self-government, 
whether they take dynastic or aristocratic grounds, 
insist on proofs of competency or qualification for the 
safe exercise of autocratic rights. The demand might 
be retorted and proofs of their own competency called 
for, but this is futile : proofs can only be given from 
actual user or practice ; for all admit that politics are 
founded on experience. We can only proceed by 
gradual advances from one given case of governmental 
evolution to another ; and, therefore, all sound theory 
comes after practice. The experience of England has 
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been fortunate and ample, dating from of old, and it is 
three-fold from our bavin]g a triplex constitution. We 
cannot overrate the grand schooling afforded for ages 
bj the triunion of king, lords, commons. Self-govern- 
ment has been our practice : it is the essence of our 
constitutional theory : we all wish to make the former 
accord more completely with the latter. As the health 
of the body is maintained by exercise so is that of the 
body politic. Social functions must be actively exer- 
cised ; for it is only by the customs of governing, by 
the habits of a vigorous first assertion, and of the sub-^ 
sequent maintenance, of rights, that we can become 
or remain free men. To achieve the rights we must 
be prepared to perform the duties. Legislative or 
administrative competency is an acquired power. 
When we know what is to be done, who is to do it, 
why and haw it is to be done, then are we qualified to 
discharge every political function. Whenever a people 
are ripe for a Christian church they are fit for any 
public or private duty or right, either in a kingdom 
or a republic. K the doctrine of the sacred indivi- 
duality of the citizen has been properly stated, it 
means that each man is a church in himself: if his 
feelings and actions are in accord with the ideas of 
piety and charity, such a man is a kingdom as well — 
for the greater includes the less : if he can assemble 
with his fellows in the gatherings of any aggregate 
church, for the common worship and service of God, 
he is most assuredly fitted, morally and intellectually, 
for his share in the legislative or administrative co- 
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operatton requisite in the commonweaL The quali- 
fications we speak of are necessarilj coincident with 
political duties. But, if the civil government of a 
country extends heyond simple protection, if political 
goyemments he made so comprehensive as to include 
the direct promotion of every desirahle end or ohject 
of the subjects affected by it, whether moral or phy- 
sical» the quaHficaticms are not coincident with these 
duties. Such a complication is artificial: for pro- 
tection is all that is required. The difiicullies of 
state-craft are huge enough, but they are transfunc- 
tionaL To escape these entanglements the business 
of government and subject has to be resolved into 
its comprehensive simplicity: public affairs will 
then be managed with as much facility and regu- 
larity as private affairs. The genuine evolution of 
a genuine manhood must be self-managed ; a free 
course for it sums up the requirements of a civil 
polity. Autocracy or self-government pre-supposes 
the training of ages, in and through the growth of 
^nanners and customs, creating and correcting positive 
institutions : we then come to its clear acquisition or 
its adequate concession. These rights can only be 
safely conceded or acquired when they are coincident 
with those duties which the free conscience, with piety 
and charity, say benevolence, for motive, rule, and 
guide, sanctions or indicates. With the English they 
may be easily comprised as so many rights which are 
now actually exercised or are in the way of being 
acquired, whether for imperial or colonial interests 
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(both being identical), under the head of free local 
and free general self-government^ through universally 
representative assemblies* This is the constituent 
form for the actualization of autocracy; and it rests on 
the coincidence of representation with universal indivi- 
duality. I make no distiucticMi as to the sexes — ^but 
proceed on the moral responsibilities of the individual 
as the measure of political right. I am speaking of 
forms— essential forms ; the realities of the rights and 
duties of the God-made man, infinitely transcend any 
infinitessimally small amount of authorization or dele- 
gation. The functions of government must be limited 
to protection ; which, however, when properly inter- 
preted, would involve the duty of all action on the 
part of the government for order, security, and health. 
Free discussion by the press and by public assemblies, 
as it created, so it must maintain, the representative 
control. The free press and free discussion con- 
cessions would insure us free bibles and free churches : 
opinion or belief, moral, religions or political, on 
which confessedly national stability rests, would be 
free : being free, the other desirable constitutional 
forms, doctrines, or institutions, follow, for the better 
ordering of the commonweal. 

The principal positive rights of the subject, sanc- 
tioned by the criteria advocated, would thus embrace 

I. Universal Representation in legislative assem- 
hliesy and we should have a Free Press, Free Bibles, 
Free Churches, and Free Trade, 

The duties of the State to its subjects would corn- 
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prise, as administrative corollaries, under the control 
of representative assemblies, — 

II. Equitable Taxation of Ally for Free Justice^ 
Free RoadSy and Imperial Security^ for All, 

We have already glanced at the people's rights in 
reference to free trade, free churches, and free edu- 
cation: the freedom of discussion and of the press 
require no elucidation, for they are essential to the 
existence of freedom. Perhaps the Press is the most 
purely representative institution possible, as well as 
the most truly creative, despotic, and irresponsible. 
Were the authors of all kinds and classes guided by 
the cardinal truths, in giving us their books, news- 
papers and periodicals, the standard of virtue in indi- 
vidual rights and imperial duties would be speedily 
reached by people and rulers. Invaluable as the Press 
is, as the prime minister of literature, philosophy and 
morals, it is ever ready to furnish a pleader for the 
worst cause, or a hireling to decry the best. The 
abuse, like the use, of such an organon is mainly a 
representative abuse — as is the client so is the pleader. 
The Press is the organ for a species of popular omni- 
presence — ^it reflects our daily life — when will it help 
to re-create and regenerate it ? When the sovereign 
individuality is renewed, and not before. 

A hint at the other administrative corollaries re- 
ferred to will conclude this chapter. Such a topic as 
that of equitable taxation^ would furnish ample dis- 
cussion for a volume : we can only indicate the prin- 
ciple — it, should come from all : it should be propor- 
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tionate to the property or interest of each in keeping 
up that force which is necessary for the protection of 
all — ^the more property a man has to protect the more 
he should pay — but as each has some, each should 
give something : if a man have nothing he can give 
nothing ; his labour is the property of the public which 
maintains him. All who thus pay should have a voice 
in the choice of those who are authorized to act in 
our great self-taxing assemblies; but their authori- 
zation itself should not extend to the doing of an 
injustice — to the violation of any of the rights upon 
which property is accumulated or improved — such, for 
instance, as would interfere with perfect rights of 
exchange, commerce and production : all customs and 
excises should, therefore, be abolished. The con- 
clusion is, that taxes should not be indirect, but direct. 
The appropriation of the national resources thus levied, 
comprises the other administrative corollaries for 
order, security and health. We will dismiss the 
sanitary point with the observation, that public and 
private drainage, water-supplies, sewers, nuisances, 
an(J the prevention of disease, so far as building-acts 
and domiciliary visits can subserve such objects, are 
governmental, not local, but national and universal, 
objects. 

Civil justice should be free: not "without money 
and without price but all judicial acts from first to 
last, should be at the public expense — a decision 
should be the right of all; but although accessible 
gratuitously to all litigants, they should be compelled, 
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before they could be publiclj relieved, to declare that 
they have done all thej could to settle their disputes 
privately : and moreover, they should be compelled to 
make before a public recorder, two sets of statements, 
each solemnly attested, and if either should be found 
wilfully false the parties should be subjected to all 
the penalties of peijury : the one, the plaintiffs own 
case, with his (the plaintiff's) full statement of the 
defendant's answer — the other, the defendant's answer, 
with his (the defendant's) full statement of the 
plaintiff's case against him: after hearing the case 
aa both sides and the witnesses, with or without the 
intervention of advocates or juries,' judgment should 
be pronounced in open court. While our laws remain 
as they are no man's life, or liberty, or property 
would be safe, without a class of Go-Betweens— 
call them what we will — advocates or attorneys ; 
but the true reform of the law would be compa- 
ratively easy were the simplifications of mutual state- 
ment and gratuitous relief admitted and adopted, in 
all civil cases. As matters are now managed, it must 
be recollected that the advocate-class is a repre- 
sentative class. Hirelings they may be, and as such, 
they are not punishable for any amount of professional 
lubricity. They exercise a large amount of social 
power ' without social responsibility, and this is no 
slight misfortune for the public or for themselves ; but 
the busy attorney or the rhetorical counsel is but an 
agent. As is the client, so is the lawyer. It is too 
much the fashion for the public to visit with odium 
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a class which its own delinquencies have made, ne- 
cessary for its exigencies. There are many private 
questions interesting to all on public grounds in which 
no matter of good or bad, right or wrong, is neces- 
sarily concerned, but where the full preliminary de- 
bate by qualified advocates on either side is desirable 
for their conclusive determination. The principal 
questions in relation to real property, the finances 
and rights of corporate bodies, evidcmce, construction, 
and all criminal trials, are of this kind, and must not 
be confounded with those in which the odium referred 
to is incurred. Criminal justice and international 
questions come within another category of settlement. 
A minister of justice is required for both divisions 
of our jurisprudence; but I am inclined to think, 
that the administration of the criminal law and the 
expenses of punishment shou^ be a branch of the war 
department, and come under the head of national secu- 
rity. Each of these subjects is the topic for volumes. 

Free roads^ secure means of intercommunication, 
must ever be a prime care of the government — a clear 
right of the subject. This is, perhaps, the first duty 
in a new colony. The manner in which it is per- 
formed anywhere is a criterion of progress or decline. 
The construction of roads, safe harbours and light- 
houses, and the establishment of postal facilities, 
determine the area of supply and demand for com- 
modities, and involve the higher reciprocities of civili- 
zation. Private enterprise in a new colony under 
government superintendence may complete these under- 
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takings when the government has taken the initiative ; 
but no government should decline the initiative, or 
part with the power of initiative or perpetual super- 
intendence, either in the colony or at home. I would 
not advocate "free railroads," — that is the purchase and 
working of the railways of the united kingdom by 
the government, — because I do not think the public 
would be gainers by the transfer, unless they were 
allowed to travel on them almost gratuitously : the 
maintenance of them coming out of the taxes. There 
should then be a uniform rate of a penny for the 
journey, whatever the length and whatever the class. 
If persons require "first-class" accommodation, let 
them pay for it as they do now, and for the " masses" 
too. Were suitable, inexpensive roads formed in 
India, the finest scene for British enterprise, with 
canals for transport as well as irrigation, the area of 
import and export would be incalculably increased. 
It is asserted that we might obtain from India, if 
not all the cotton we required, yet all which America 
could not or would not give us, and the whole world 
all its sugar, at half their present price — that slavery, 
which is now upheld by our unwise dependence upon 
its labour in slave states for raw materials for our 
staple trade, and for the lively extension of consump- 
tion for our exports, would be gradually extinguished. 
The entire slavery of the world, holding some five 
millions of wretches in thrall, would never be able to 
compete with our fifty millions of free and intelligent 
Hindoo producers and consumers. Facilities for 
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governmental objects^ the preservation of peace, the 
protection of districts and communities, and military 
combinations, as well as for commercial and benevolent 
objects, afforded by suitable roads, are of such import* 
ance that we can only wonder at the indifference of 
our rulers. The infatuation of our capitalists, who 
can advance their millions with an incredible alacrity 
on foreign works and neglect the most lucrative in*- 
vestments in the most capable of countries belonging 
to ourselves, is still more astonishing. The govern- 
ment does not yet see that in such grand exceptional 
cases as those in India and in Canada they should pro- 
mote all initiative efforts by bounties and securities. 

One word as to free land and as to waste land. 
Free land is of public right in the colonies. The 
colonies have too much land, Mre at home have too 
little. Possession is from of old the general title ; 
therefore, we have no wish to disturb it. The response 
or return to the Quo Warranto as to real property 
would not be easy. There can be no safe dealing with 
this question irrespective of the criteria; for they 
alone reconcile private rights and public requirement. 
No one should be allowed to acquire a permanent 
title to a single acre which he will not or cannot 
develop by his own labour, or by remunerating the 
labour of others; and a conventional title to land, 
whether that of inheritance or purchase, should not 
protect any non-cultivating owner from either paying 
a tax for it, or returning it to the public for redistri- 
bution at fair prices. This is the principle on which 

M 
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all waste land, whether in Great Britain or her colo'* 
nies, should be dealt with. Upon the waste land at 
home criminals and convicts might be employed as 
well as upon public works, not only for reasons of 
compensation or general profit, but on the special 
grounds of a reformatory discipline. Under such 
arrangements, the local distribution of territorial pro- 
perty, on the condition of cultivation, should be 
placed in the hands of local assemblies, whether 
municipal or parochial, in which all the inhabitants 
or residents (men or women) should be directly 
represented: this would be an equitable procedure 
both at home and in the colonies. Where waste 
lands are abundant the local assemblies might be 
empowered to set apart plots as rewards for public 
service, subject to the condition of development. 
Upon such a condition as this meritorious poverty 
might be honourably located with permanent interests 
in the soil : every labouring man should have the 
power of becoming, on easy terms, a proprietor at some 
period of his useful life, instead of being treated as an 
incumbrance or a pauper : what an encouragement for 
brave hearts and stout hands I All territorial arrange- 
ments must be left to the colonisers. They will not 
fail to consider how far the doctrine of a usufruct might 
be resorted to: their local government being the supe- 
rior landlord in perpetuity, all taxes might then be 
paid out of fair rentals for an all-including national 
domain. As the colonists want both skilled and un- 
skilled labour, an adequate per centage on the funds 
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derivable from public land sale should be rigorously 
applied for securing ity hy inducing those who would 
be willing to bind themselves for wages for a certain 
definite period to do the work in the colony which 
they did at home: the extraordinary inducement 
being that, with economy on their part, these wages 
would enable them to become buyers and cultivators 
of land, at proper rates, on the completion of their 
bargain. This should be the assured consummation, 
and it should be recorded and guaranteed by some 
public tribunal. 

As to imperial security: domestic security is best 
preserved by domestic justice: external security is 
best preserved by national justice. To maintain the 
peace at home and our rights abroad we must have 
force. All that is dear to us is bound up in this pro- 
vision. But what is to preserve this justice ? The 
rec(^nition of the rights and the performance of the 
duties of the individual man — in accordance with the 
principles of piety and charity. If, however, we do 
not regulate our conduct by these doctrines, the pro- 
gression and stability of the state are not provided 
for. Despise them privately, or neglect them publicly, 
and we shall descend from the height of theoretical 
liberty to the depth of practical tyranny. The fall 
will, indeed, be great — the rise after it impossible. 
We must not depend entirely upon our coal and iron 
and capital and skill, even for our material resources 
— the two last will go wherever they can be remu- 
neratively invested : there is plenty of coal and iron 
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besides ours* Resort to the fundamental references, 
and the United Kingdom will retain its pre-eminence : 
without them we shall be exposed to civil discord, 
degeneracy, corruption, and ruin. If we lack the 
supreme laws of life our general advantages will be 
only less mischievous than our vices. There is as 
much depravity within our borders as in any other 
land — ^but great danger may arise from wealth, or 
even from valour, talents and accomplishments, as 
well as from the gross immoralities. Wealth is only 
a prize worth the seizure, if its distribution is unequal, 
and the largest contributors to it are not fair sharers 
in it — valour may ensnare into prodigalities of con- 
quest — science and literature may puff us up with a 
vanity which is incompatible with their successful 
cultivation. Whatever the providential favours, there 
is permanent safety, for one and for all, only in 
obeying the Divine Law. Let us assert the rights, 
but let us perform the duties, under it. This Plea 
for Lidividual rights and Lnperial duties is founded 
upon its records and its instructions. When we have 
limited the functions of the state to their proper 
objects, and regulated the attributes of rulers and sub- 
jects, we shall keep the public functionaries to their 
public functions, and find abundance of high and 
heroical work for them, in distributing justice and 
maintaining j^eace, order, and security. We shall not 
forget the half million of degraded British aborigines 
while we look after foreign objects of commiseration 
r— we shall co-operate with all British subjects at 
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home and in the dependencies, as brethren — ^we shall 
be on terms of good-will with all civilized countries 
— we shall deal with all barbarians so as to make 
our transactions a means of their elevation, insuring 
markets for their industrious peoples, curbing the 
audacity of their oppressors, and protecting the lives 
and interests of the agents of their commerce, as 
well as of those honourable and worthy men whom 
we send forth to protect or represent our own. With 
the life of the inner man ruled by the supreme law 
of piety and charity, and the outward life regulated 
by it, the Englishman will be governed, not by man, 
but by God — ^as a man, as a neighbour, as a citizen, 
exercising his moral, intellectual and political powers 
in freedom and well-being, with the enhancements 
and expansions of civilization environing his career, 
he may read his title to the largest and fairest of 
empires, and take his share. 

Thus much for the free conscience and its corolla- 
ries. The simple principles of Bight involve the 
elements of administrative harmony ; in this great 
monarchy, they are reconciled in the prerogative of 
Duty — ^Protection. In the following Representative 
Ode to the Representative majesty of England, written 
during the late revolutionary storm, but not the less 
appropriate to the present period of an equally revo- 
lutionary calm, the glory of such a sway is loyally 
celebrated. The refrain is in Norman French, accord- 
ing to the ancient yet still existing form of gracious 
response from the throne. 
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LA BEINE LE VEUT. 



Do the right I Thy throne shall be 

Peace in the midst of wars ; 
Rock-built, beneath a canopy 
Of calm sky, filled with stars. 

Let right be done, 
'Tis not, La reine s'avisera. 
It is, La reine le veut 
Do the right ! Thou wear'st no gem — 

Thou wieldest no gold reed : 
Thy people's love, thy diadem, 
Their might, thy staff of need. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
Do the right I 'Neath heaven's high arch, 

With rainbow-glories spann'd. 
Thou art the leader of their march. 
To the great time at hand. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
Do the right I No tempest rude 
Shall stain thy cloudless brow : 
Thou, in thy gentle womanhood. 
Art first in this world now. 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
Do the right ! No thimd'rous peal, 

No meteor's conquering sign I 
A kingdom heart-set, commonweal 
Love-ruled, plain, grand, divine. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
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Do the right! North, east, south, west ! 

From this resplendent isle, 
The seventh of this world, ruled and blessed 

Beneath one Lady's smile I 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut. 
Do the right! Thy reahn shaU be 

Time's most auspicious sphere : 
ViOTOBiA hailed as Libbbtt, 

With a milennial cheer. 

Let right be done, 
Za reine le veut 
Do the right ! Thy morning smUe 

Was day-spring to the thrall ; 
Thy noon-tide rule shaU crown thine isle 
With equal rights for alL 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
Do the right! Thy palace gates 

Stand open night and day ; 
All share the parle of thy debates— 
Their counsels, and thy sway. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
Do the right ! None dare to set 

Their caste in proud repine 
Against thy choice I Thy Cabinet 
Is ours as well as thine. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
Do the right! Labour shall prop 
The gorgeous throne it builds ! 
Its rights ! Heaven's muttered thunders drop ! 
Its wrongs ! What bolts it yields I 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
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Do the right! Wealth shaU not dutch 

Worth's honourable meed I 
Thy true nobility are such— 

Not more by birth than deed. 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
Do the right I No slavish hordes 

Shall bear thy banner free : 
'Tis dauntless hearts, not countless swords. 

That form thy chivalry. 

Let right be done, 
Za reine le veut 
Do the right ! No book of blood 

Thy sages shall explore ! 
The leaves are white with Holyrood— 
Without one spot of gore. 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
Do the right I The fiend-god base 

Of avarice shall fall 5 
The proud shall seek the lowUest place, 
The humble shall serve all. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
Do the right ! Knowledge, like light, 

Sets in with ceaseless flow : 
Its fount in heaven, that knows no night— 
Its streams for all below. 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
Do the right I Science and Art, 

Led by the Muses seven, 
ShaU come, and teach thSr seven-fold part, 
And earth be served by heav^ ! 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
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Do the right ! Thy fleets shall sweep 

All seas, thy flag all skies I 
World-wants thy mart — ^world-stores thy keep^ 
The world's good-will thy prize. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut. 
Do the right ! Earth's pkstic lyre 
Farts with some lightning-strings, 
To carry for thee words of fire. 
And clip Time's space-spread wings ! 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
Do the right ! Force bnilds no shrine — 

Heart-loves all temples make I 
Rise, holy domes ! Shekinah, shine I 
To His name, for His sake I 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
Do the right I No southern sky 

Can glance so keen a stroke, 
As falls from thy rebuking eye. 
When tyrannies provoke. 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut 
Do the right I Ko man-made wrong 

Shall live to scare thy path : 
Thou, delegate of Mercy strong. 
Art Justice in thy wrath. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut 
Do the right ! No wound so deep 

These words shall be its balm: 
Each woe-wrought rage shall learn to weep. 
Each rising storm be calm ! 

Let right be done, 
La reine le veut. 
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Do the light ! No swarth tribes' groans 

Shall reach Grod's ear in vain I 
Atlantic capitols, like thrones. 

Be ashes in His rain. 

Let right be done, 
La reine U veut 
Do the right ! One good deed makes 
The mountains clap their hands — 
The great sea hears of it and breaks 
The neif^s to all earth's lands. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut. 
Do the right ! One tme word lights 

The god-like in each eye — 
Sheens Areshly in yon starry heights. 
And circles round the sky. 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut. 
Do the right ! True words, good deeds, 

Conquer both heayen and earth! 
No crowns so bright as brow their meeds. 
The monarchs of true worth! 

Let right be done. 
La reine le veut, 
Do the right ! No pomps impart 

The joy that is thine own: 
Thy Lieges know the Mother's heart 
Is greater than her throne t 

Let right be done! 
'Tis not. La reine s'avisera. 
It is, La reine le veut 
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CHAPTER Vin. 



Patriotic Aspirations. 



Legislative simplification will be a work of time at 
home : in the colonies the course seems to lie more in 
the hands of the people. Responsibilities increase 
with this enlargement of individuality or personality. 
The sphere of action with regard to a man, his family, 
his neighbour, his loc&l government, his fatherland, is 
evidently less hampered than with us, where the 
citizen, after all our self-laudation, is well nigh lost 
in the subject. Whatever a man's rank, station, or 
business here, he will be sure to find himself in a sort 
of fixity or stereotype, not only for public enterprises 
but even for private ends. The law and usage of 
special pursuits have been so long defined, that no 
one can create, he can only accept, a position; he 
slips into the groove of supply, demand, employ, pay ; 
whatever his skill or talent, or however he may ex- 
ercise them, he is one of a caste. In performing his 
personal or relative duties he is too much like a 
piece of some large machine ; and whether he may have 
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the honour of performing bis part of pin, or pivot, 
nut, spindle, crank, or whatever else, if he breaks 
up, wears out or slips from bis place, it can be in- 
stantly supplied. Nor will be be missed, for there 
is always a large stock of exact duplicates of him- 
self; and the social machine will work on as well as 
ever without him. The colonist, on the other hand, 
could not, even if he would, fall into any mechanic 
uniformity, either in social or political matters. New 
events, new ideas, new scenes, new maxims, will not 
be found favourable to any finalities. The necessity 
of order so profoundly appreciated at home, has to 
accommodate itself in the colonies to the order of 
necessity. With an unimpeachable respect for the 
past, he will not allow it to interfere with his unmis- 
takable duty for the present. The most venerable 
traditions will be used as factors for working out a 
vaster result than they have yet been employed in. 
The individual life can be lived up to, better in 
the colony than at home. The possibility of such 
an amount of freedom arises out of the new sort 
of patriarchal simplicity which the change in the 
scene and mode of life prepare them for. They 
can attend to business and to religion (the two, 
according to John Locke, comprising the entirety 
of duty with the generality), but they are a di- 
rect party to all the acts and laws of govern- 
ment as welL If policy have been wittily and well 
defined as being wise for yourself, and politics as 
being wise for others, they can practise both arts^ 
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ftnd distinguish themselves in each. Their going out 
makes a Government possible. They are no longer 
one of a flock or crowd, or an irresponsible item in 
an aggregate of such. Each is, 

Distinct as the billow, yet one as the sea. 

Individuality has free scope, and is complete; and 
what more can Providence bestow ? the grace to man- 
age such opportunities, so as not to forfeit them. 
The colonial status being that of independence of 
action and thought, they can make the most of it only 
by resorting to the fundamental criteria. To be clear 
of our fog of conventionalities, and embrace bright 
realities, is like entering upon a more natural order 
of existence. The colonies are no longer held of the 
Manor of East Greenwich or Castle of Windsor ! The 
key to their mission is independence. This individ- 
uality is the soil in which the patrial rights and 
duties must take root, and bear fruit for ever. The 
home-system in the course of time will be prepared 
for those great unions of which we are now to speak. 

With such a marvellous past and so commanding a 
present as England has secured, we may, yet, affirm 
with confidence, that the greatest thing that our 
countrymen have accomplished is the position gained 
for achieving greater things : yea the greatest things 
within the compass of a people, both for themselves 
and for the world. To become what we are, it has 
taken us nearly nineteen hundred years: it will not 
take the twentieth of that period either to fall or cul- 
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minate. We shall not be allowed to draw so largely 
on the resources of that sovereign element in human 
affairs, Time : either to describe the decline from an 
imperial eminence, or to become what we should 
be in the beneficent enhancement of our unprece- 
dented national position, in and through the expan- 
sions of individual responsibility. God forbid that 
we should have so abused the Divine patience as to be 
left to pursue the path of degradation and ruin ! 
God grant that ours may not be added to the list of 
the fallen nations, but that we may be under His 
visible protection, to declare His righteousness unto a 
people that shall be bom ! 

The vantage ground, then, of the Englishman's 
dearly-purchased heritage as a free man, is to be found 
in his singular freedom of thought and action. In 
this favoured state the citizen is free to think and to 
act, in accordance with the criteria of the free con- 
science. This is the historical or providential out- 
come of the centuries, for us as a people. If, as a 
people, we thoroughly understand individual rights 
we shall have no difficulty in discharging imperial 
duties. Our progress will then be a progress in that 
unity, which shall be at once real to the utmost limit 
of a physical expansion, and in exact accord with the 
loftiest ideal of a compliance with the orders of hea- 
ven for the government of earth. Our nation holds 
this assigned place among the nations, mainly, if not 
entirely, because the individual man now occupies 
this autocratic position. The absolute rights of the 



Digitized by Google 



191 



wild asseriors of dynastic tyranny have come to be, 
or are fast becoming, the actual constitutional endow- 
ments of the humblest citizen amongst us. 

Dieu et man droit I These are king- words I 

Kings make they of all men ! 
So carve them on your trusty swords — 
The right is ours, the might the Lord's — 

And face His foes again I 

Dieu et mm droit! No temple raise, 

Gold shrine or altar stone I 
We hribe no multitude's hurrahs — 
No priest shall drop our diadem's blaze. 

As each ascends his throne ! 

What each one of us is now, is of more consequence 
than what may be the conclusions of all of us, here- 
after. The cultivation of the individual man in 
power, intelligence, and love, is the rock and quarry 
of all social greatness and happiness. The trust is 
worthy of the Universal Donor I Each man is a 
world in himself, and he must be the angel of his 
own world. Let neither force nor fraud, scoffing 
nor tyranny, despoil the freeman of this great trust — 
the appointed guardianship of his own interests for 
this sphere of being and for the next. Each will 
then be literally a minister of His to do His pleasure, 
in the same sense as the highest are His ministers 
in heaven, who can have no higher trust even there, 
than that of their own individuality. And they are 
not uninstructed to take note and charge of the faith- 
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ful and the true amongst the sons of men. What 
wings of glory hover about mortal men ! what mightj 
hearts beat for them 1 

Our wisest poet tells us that there is a mystery in 
the soul of state," and that it ^'hath an operation 
more divine" than has been expressed. The mystery 
whose operation is divine, is the common one of the 
soul — and it is to be found in the life of the individual 
soul, with its enfolded social instincts. We elucidate 
as well as establish the life of states by the life of man. 
" The harmony of creation is such that small things 
constitute a faithful type of greater things." The 
type and the archetype are one, — the social parts 
themselves compose the political whole. How great 
are our inducements to cultivate the individual ! While 
England is meditating the severest lesson ever read to 
her, wisely and well, what is going on abroad ? The 
public opinion of nearly one-half of the United States 
is an outrage on the laws of God and man. France 
seeks, in the mania for bubbles, to forget the disgrace 
of dynastic repression. Austria has sold herself to 
the priest, Spain is re-entering the bloody absolution 
of absolutism Prussia holds fast by metaphysics and 
merchandize : her sword is no longer a soldier's but a 
policeman's weapon, Turkey oscillates between fana- 
ticism and despair. Greece longs for French occu- 
pation or Russian vassalage. Sweden and Denmark 
vibrate towards the absorbing centre of St. Peters- 
burg. In the meanwhile Russia is rapidly recovering 
her recent losses in her alliances; and is even now busy 



Digitized by Google 



193 



in confusing our Persian and Chinese complications. 
This is only a portion of the passing scene. The re- 
edification of absolutism will be marked by a succession 
of ambitious schemes, the first of which will be the 
paramount necessity of humbling the pride and curbing 
the power of England. An ofiensive and defensive 
alliance against England would be generally popular 
on the continent. There are certain political as well 
as chemical affinities : tyrants must combine with 
tyrants — ^absolute monarchs must combine against con- 
stitutional monarchs. Leaving the grand duty of 
union between England and her American sons to 
,their common kinship and common sense, let us ask 
what should be the policy of England? Give the 
most attentive consideration to the internal con- 
dition of the country. Let reformation be perfected, 
as well in legislation as administration. Let law be 
sanctified and education promoted. Let the army, 
the navy, the militia be thoroughly efficient; and 
never let merit fail of due reward in all the .ser- 
vices. Merge class-distinctions in mutualities of res- 
pect and kindliness. Let not the sacred name of reli- 
gion be profaned by divisions. Policy, ambition, 
safety, meet in the one point of good government, 
and that rests in self-government. Let England be- 
come so happy, rich, noble, generous, religious, in- 
telligent, that when the portentous cloud bursts, she 
will be prepared for the shock, not so much by the 
valour of her people, as by their happiness — not so 
much by the justness of her cause, as by the unity 

N 
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of her counsels. To be forearmed as well as fore- 
warned, complete the harmony between principle and 
practice as individuals — between legislative and ad- 
ministrative action, and constitutional doctrine, as 
citizens. With a sound home there will be no 
difficulty in the foreign policy. But is this all? 
This is far from being all that can be done. We 
must aim at British Unity. Our 'vantage ground 
is that of autocratic individuality. Possessing this 
lofky fore-scite in the world's Present, how can each 
one of us help the advance into the greater Future ? 
At the risk of a wearying repetition, we re-assert that 
each must prepare for a mightier civilization, by pur- 
suing duty, humbly and earnestly, or it will never be 
won. Guage the duties of Empire in all their height 
and depth, length and breadth, by a constant reference 
to those of the Citizen. Recognizing the divineness of 
Manhood for each of us, we shall have no difficulty 
in building up the divineness of Brotheriiood for all 
of us. We are the tenants in conmion of a glorious 
destiny. We begin with the sacred one, the indi- 
vidual, and we must now combine these units into a 
sacred all. Take the individual man, ascribe to him 
his rights and his duties, let him be self-governed in 
the supreme law of benevolence, and let this be the 
law of the life of each, and we have, de factOy the 
identifying union of this man with his neighbour — 
of this man with his fellow citizens — ^we arrive at the 
patriotic Unity of Home : proceed thus, in those ex- 
pansions of home which we call the Colonies,, and we 
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arrive at the larger home of Imperial Unitj. The 
climax of this doctrine would be the bond of cosmo- 
politan fellowship : but the millennial eras must take 
charge of such a consummation. The greatest pos- 
sible expansion of our British indivi^ualitj is the 
natural and ultimate issue of an autocracy in imperial 
unity — the completed nationality. The sacred con- 
stituents harmoniously gathered into one love-per- 
yaded mass or sum — the composite sections of British 
Empire, systematized on the basis of this divine 
arrangement — the idea of an Imperial British Brother- 
bood, springing out of the British Manhood, resting 
evermore on the Individuality assumed or pleaded 
for — ^would be the most magnificent of visions : were 
it realizable, there would be a new dawning-time for 
the old world. It is realizable — ^it can be reduced 
from the domain of theocratic ecstasy to the demon- 
strations of science — from a gorgeous political specu- 
lation to matter-of-fact : in the homestead of a people, 
holding one-seventh of the world's surface in their 
hands, and two hundred millions of its inhabitants 
under their sway. The work is not too great for 
us nationally, if we be rightly determined individ- 
ually. We can succeed in material undertakings 
— former and present ages testify to the great works 
of hand and heart — let us see if we cannot, in these 
days, match them by this one moral miracle of com- 
bination ! When we think of the works of Egypt or 
Babylon— of Balbecs or Palmyras — Chinese walls and 
canals — or of Rome, Venice, the cities of Holland, or 
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even of St. Petersburgh, springing up in morasses, 
stoneless bogs, marshes, or from the very sea — ^and 
measure the might of the expansions and impulsions 
which mastered such achievements — we shall not, in 
the presence ef so many alleged impossibilities over- 
come by ancients and modems, proclaim our infe- 
riority and insignificance, when the greatest of poli- 
tical structures is to be raised, by the simple joining 
of strong hands and the easy fusion of brave hearts. 
This stupendous political epoch has only to be willed 
to be inaugurated. For its actualization the British 
constitution would be the sufficiently expressive form. 
Unity in freedom or the true oneness of people and 
rulers — ^not nominal and sentimental — but a real co- 
partnery, might be secured, and all imperial parts or 
composite sections redintegrated for mutual perma- 
nence and glory. An act of Union, combining 
Great Britain and Ireland, Canada, the North Ame- 
rican Colonies, the West Indies, India, and Australia, 
in one purely Representative Assembly, with one 
House of Peers, under one British Crown, would be 
the first step. The principle of such an unequaled 
and irresistible union would be confederation for Im- 
perial purposes. The principle of local representation 
for local purposes would be preserved. The colonial 
representatives would be elected and remunerated 
by the legislative assemblies. The colonial peers 
should be recommended by the Colonies, and colonial 
governors who had served their five years might have 
seats for life in the H^use of Lords, with pensions 
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from the Colonies. The national debt should be dis- 
tributed equitably between the Parent State and the 
Colonies. The army and navy should be reorganized, 
so as to have naval and military dep6ts in all parts of 
the empire. With linguistic schools for governmental 
service — ^with the electric telegraph traversing and 
uniting all our dependencies — ^with a railway from 
Halifax to Vancouver's Island, to carry the Asiatic 
trade, and to carry the Banner of an impregnable 
Boundary — ^with arterial canalization for irrigation and 
transport in India — and with the Imperial Gazette — ^we 
should have one Grovemment office, and that would 
be The Home Office : the Home Office for the greatest 
of Empires I We should care little for any Foreign 
Office; for we should be friendly with all foreign 
powers — closely allied with none. Such would be 
the New United Kingdom ! 

And all this will be accomplished when the old 
Englander or the new Englander can appreciate the 
following benediction, so grand, yet simple, so full, yet 
clear. Ponder the wonderful words of the dying man 
to his children ; consider them as addressed to ourselves. 
Memorable words are they ; for they not only invoke 
the Divine blessing, but it is invoked in a personal 
sense of lineage ; he asks that the patrial names shall 
be perpetuated ; the highest patriotic aspirations are 
harmonized with the greatest specialities of expansion. 
Shall we not apply them ? In God's name, and with 
His blessing, we will adopt them ! 

'^And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before 
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whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the 
God which fed me all my life long unto this daj, the 
angel which rede^ed me from all evil, bless the lads; 
and let my name be named on them, and the names of 
my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, and let them grow 
into a multitude in the midst of the earth." 

"Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough 
by a wall, whose branches run over the wall. The 
archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and 
hated him; but his bow abode in strength, and the 
arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of 
the mighty God of Jacob, even by the Grod, of thy 
father who shall help thee, and by the Almighty who 
shall bless thee, with blessings of heaven above, bless- 
ings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the 
breasts, and of the womb ; the blessings of thy father 
have prevailed above the blessings of thy progenitors 
unto the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills ; they 
shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of 
the head him that was separated from his brethren." 

In the presence of such a kinship as obtains be- 
tween the Colonies and England, let us seek to recog- 
nize it in such a way as shall make it inviolable. 
Bread-winning sure, the first promise of the new pro- 
vidential charter of colonial largess, let ua proceed as 
truth-seekers and good doers. Our course will then 
be steered by those enduring lights, which are kindled 
in Heaven to guide us thither. We have only to 
think, feel, speak as brethren — ^not as buyers, sellers, 
subjects, or rulers, home men or colony men, but as 
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men — we can do ibis as Individaals : but as we are 
the sons of a conunon conntrj we must act as Citi- 
zens and Politicians, and keep np the lineage of corn- 
patriotism to the world's end. The unitedness of this 
magniicent empire — ^whether the formal constitutional 
unity be adopted or not — will then be complete and 
lasting. The astronomers tell us that the gravi- 
tation and theory of the motions of celestial bodies are 
independent of the magnitude and distance of the 
bodies. So let it be with our interpatrial and colo- 
nial arrangements. Then if true self-government 
prevail, it will matter little whether we are near or 
remote, large or small, on one or the other side of the 
equator, so to speak. Whatever our terrestrial dis- 
tances or relative magnitude, we shall still be har- 
monious and proportional, and occupy our proper parts 
in the great whole, by virtue of the solar-like oneness 
of our system, in the identifying socialities of our 
monarchy, laws, language, and religion— of manners, 
customs, and the reciprocities of life. 

Happiness is the business of each, and we are bound 
to promote each other's ; but it is not the business of 
a Government — ^that is limited to protection, and is 
summed up in the distribution of justice between sub- 
jects. A man is happy in doing what his natural 
faculties best fit him to do : it is found only in action, 
or the exercise of those powers of mind and heart by 
which he is specially endowed : here is the secret of 
it — this is the concrete characterization of the indi- 
vidual's happiness. We are bound to assist each 
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other, within the range of our individuality, in find- 
ing out and cherishiBg those qualities, on the develop- 
ment of which so much depends. A people is happy, 
when out of the varieties of characterd, the fusion of 
races, the extent and complication of relations, the 
co-operation of all, under the simple yet profouoii pro- 
tectorate of Government, such ample scope is afforded 
for Progress in Unity, as shall raise up the social 
aggregate into a national incarnation of that prime 
excellence which includes all the rest, and is at once 
the foundation of Individual right, and the crown of 
Imperial duty — ^the motive and test of all virtue, 
and the source of all that is good and beautiful — 
Benevolence. 

Having glanced at the topics proposed, I commit 
these hints to the generous appreciation of the reader, 
at home and in the colonies, hoping that this Plea may 
be received as a contribution, even if it be no acces- 
sion, to the common store of right principles and 
lofty encouragements. 
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